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To the Rzad EqRe 


Publiſhed ſome 
years ſince alittle 
Treatiſe , called 
Milk for Babes in 

hriſt , which 
oundfome accep. 
tance with ſome new born Babes 
in Chriſt, eſpecially in the Weſt 
Countreyzand thoſeparts(as I am 
informed) have taken off a great 
part of two Editions of that” 
Book , and ſome there,to whom 
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To the Reader. 


[ am 2 ſtrange . do deſire 1 ſhonld 
publiſh ſor TH further, for 
whole ſake, IS others, 1 have 
white thee few ſheers, wherein 
there is ſome more Milk for 
Babes in Chriſt, and a little fron: | 
ger Meat for thoſe thar are more. 
grown Chriſtians 3 but Ican pre- 
tend to little of that : might ou 
feed any of Chrifts Lambs , 
were much for ſuch a poor _ 
ture'2s Ll am. What you have here 
F eſpecially for weak Chriſtians: 
whom ſometimes weak gitts may 
edifie : God doth not all by men 
of great parts, but uſeth alſo the 
weak things of the world that no 
fleſh might glory zn his preſence. 
Its God that makes our gifts to be 
Fccopted af the Saints, and uſefull 
fo 


| the preſence and ſupply of his. 
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to them,yea God —_ the weak. | 
oifts of his ſervants ſometimes- 
very. acceptable and. refreſhing 
t@ his people: what,is wanting . 
i0.our writings he can ſupply by 


own Spirit. in the reading of them.. 
The- wind blawerh. Where: 1t- liſt- 
eh, ſo doch Gods Sp breath ; in, 
whole Wa ks (25, wel as preach- 
ing) he | ſth, ang py re or leſs 
as.1t pleaſeth | him; wit out which 
all. our writings provety others 
Jejune and dry., Ong. writes and 
another, one preacherh, and ano- 
ther ; thou knoweſt Not which 
ſhall proſper, the ones labors or 
the others., or whether both ſhall 
be alike good : for all our works 
grein the hand of the Led, [The 
_—_- 7 "AC 
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Afﬀiſtance of Gods Spirit in wri- 
tins. or preaching , the ſpiritual 
Aﬀe&ions God giverh, the {inceri- 
ty, ſimplicity and humility of a 
miahs own heart, and ſome faith 
that God giveth of his bleſsing, 
ſajisfie a mans own heart much 
in. ſuch . undertaking. Nothing | 
becomes thoſe that the Lord | 
makes any uſe of in theſe things, 
more then an unfeigned humility 
of heart ,' having no confidence | 
in themſelves and performances , | 
and a tte dependante upon the | 
Lard in all they do. ' Thoſe that 
{' cannoradd one cubir totheir own 
F| {arure by. all the Light and gifts 
{| they have wichont the gracious 
2 Velulnces and workings of the 
Fpirit upon their hearts ; what 
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1 0 the 'Neader. 
can their Light and Gifts help 
others (communicated by preach» 
ing or writing) without the con- 
currence of the ſame Spirit? What 
then are we,or any of our Labors, 
that weſhould notiay, We and 
they are nothing? And if God will 


| accompany any of them with his 
| bleſsing, its his free Grace. How 


ealily can God blaſt allthoſle Ser- 
mons and Books that are preachs 


| ed and printed inthe pride of a 
' mans own heart » How often 
| bath the Lord ſaid in ſuch caſes, 
there is ſo much (elf there,l will 


not be there, and lo the perfor. 
mance is loſt* We know Gods 
Spirit hath no ſo wrought in the. 
preaching of the word for con- 
verſion of ſouls, as ic hath _ 

F= 


o tbe Reader... 
' formerly. Jt may: be reading, 

_ of good booksis not1o bleſſed to. 
mens ſouls neither as1thath been: 
few are converted .,. yet more 
preaching  ( through Mercy ) 
amongſt us then ever * none will 
complain of too much preaching, 
though they:.do of:;too - much 
printing-.. Batwhat is the reaſon 
that ſo few are converted Is nat 
there excellent[gitrs for'preacbing, 
polsibly excelling in ſome reſpeR, 
the gifts and clearnels of the light 
of | former Ages * - but yet there 
muſt be the Arm of the Lord re- 
vealed theimighty drawing of the 
Father, without which, men can- 
not come to-Chriſt  Andirt 
may be that before the Lord ac- 
company: the. preaching of the 
oy: word 
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word with much ſucceſs , the | 
Lords Servants | ſhall-ftot only i in 
a doctrinal” way know: that its 


| God that giveth theqncreaſe : but 


their heartsfhall be ſo poſſeſt with. 
the confi deration of 1 ir that they 
ſhall lie more low before = 


| Lord intheir work,and cry migh- 


tily for the pouring” dowfl of- 
the Spirit: But how many mi- 


| ſtaking thele things will ſlight 


outward means , *becauſe: its 


| Gods Spirit that maketh all ſuc- 
| cesfull : this temptation hath not 


only taken with many grolly ig- 

norant perſons, who: hearing of 
Gods eternal Election: and ofthis 
diſtinguiſhing Grace throw up all 
outward means preſently , andin 
the lullenneſs of theif ſpirits - ſay , 
There 
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There i5 no Hope; bur alſo many 
profefiors of Retigion have with- 
drawn themſelves from a con» 
| flant and conſcionable attendance 
upon the means of Grace. There- 
fore this I have obſerved that it is 
expedient, when ever we {pcak to 
perſons of that neceſſary dodrino 
of the inward and cfhicacious 
workings of the Spirit to be that 
which makes all ordinances ſuc» 
cesfull, even then to give due cau- 
tions, that according to the word , 
this is no ground of neglefting 
any outward Ordinances and du- 
ties. But who ſecth not a formal 
fpirit on the one hand, and a 
wanton ſpirit on the other, breik- 
izginuponus? The Lord put a 


ſtop to the ſpirit oberror amongſt 


us, 


To the Reader. 
y | us,recover the dying withering, 
” languiſhing ſpirits of Profeſſors, 
_” ſend forth a reconciling Spirit 
among his people, give more light 

4 into the Diſtip ine of his houle, 
{end forth more labourers. into 
a his harveſt, and bleſs them that 
are already at his work. 


c | Tetneyin Lincoln-ſhire. 
1- | 16.of (Pulg.)M aR CH, 1658. 
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Some Books printed and ſold by Tho- 
mas Brewſter, at : three Bibles 
near the Weſt end of Pauls. 


AN Folods of all the Common and Sta» 
rute Laws of England tn Fol. 

The Faithful Counſellor, or the Marrow of 
the Law in Engliſh, in 4.t0: | 

The Previleages. of the People vindicated, in 
4.to, Allthree by William Sheppard,Ser jeant 
at Law. | 

. The Retired Mans Meditation, or the My. 


ſerie and Power of Godlineſs by H. Van, - 


Knight. 

The Prerogative of Popular Government x 
A Political Dsſcowrſe in two.Books; the former 
containing the firſt Preliminary of Oceana, Tn- 
larged,interpreted and vindicated : The ſecond 
concerning ordination,apgainft D.H, Hammond, 
Dr. £. Seaman, and the Authors they follow : 
In which two Books is contained the whole 
Common-wealth of the Hebrews, or of Iſrael, 
Senate, People and Magiſtracy, as alſo the dif- 
erent Policies introduced into the Church of 
brit, during the time of che Apoſtles, by 
ame; Harrington, Eſquire. -: 
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Books ſold by 
VindicieFuſtifications Gr atuite, Juſtification 
without Condition, or the free Juſtification of 
a Sinner, Explained, Confirmed and Vindicated, 
by 7. Eyre, Minifter of the Goſpel at New- 
Sarmnm, . - | 

Mr, Baxter's eAphoriſms of Tuſtification 
Examined and An{Wered by 7.Craxdon,in 4*. 
Seaſauable {nſtrufions for thele evil times : 
alſo Chrift as a Father, fictivg ap with his Chil- 
dren in their ſwooning ſtate ; being the ſnm of 
many LeCtures painfully -preached upon rhe 
1. Chap. of P«#/to the Coloſſians, &c. by Ni- 
cholas Lockyer, Mr. of Arts. 

An Expoſition of the whole Book of Can 
ticles, wherein the Text is explained, and uſe- 
ful 0b/ervations raifed thereuppn,by f, R obe- 
thaw 1n 4*. | 

The Extents and Limitation of Goſpel-lj- 
berty, wherein is [aid down anexact way to 
end the preſent diſſentions, and to preſerve fu- 
cure Peace among the Saints, whereunto. is ad- 
ded good news from heaven to the worſt of 
ſinners on earth. 

Goſpel-holineſs,0r a Saving Sight of God,and 
theglorious Priviledge of the Saints ; Both by 
Walter Graddoch, Preacher of the Goſpel,ing.. 

# Deſcription of Jeruſalem and the Sub 
urbs thereof, as it loriſhed in the rime of Jeſus 
Chrift, with a Map, by H:7eſſe,in 47. 
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homas Brew 
of heavenly Varieties, and foul-reviving influ. 
encs , wherein there is a remedy for every 
Malady,viz.Milk for Babes,& Meat for ftrong 
meo, being an abridgment of the Sum and ſub. 
ſtance of the true Chriftian Religion. 

No Power but of God, and yet a Power in 
every Creature, wherein is ſhewed that the Al- 
mighty Godjsnot wanting to us,in impowering 
of us; but we are wanting/to bim,in not impro- 
ving our Talents for him; Both written by 
Robert Purnel. | 

A Store-hbonſe of Proviſion for further Reſo- 
lation 10 ſeveral Caſes of {onſcience, viz. of 
living above @rdmances, of walking in Fellaw- 
ſvip with the unbaptized, of Zaying on of 
hands, &c. 

Alſo a ſmall Catechi/ws for Babes and little 
Ones: all three by H. Feſſe. 

Zions Glory diſcovered in the Chutches and 
Ordinances before the fulneſs of the Jews 
come ia, by 7, Proud. 

A Treatiſe containg three things, viz. A 
Diſcovery of the unſupportable Burchen of fin, 
to a heart that is throughly convinced of fin; 
2. The Reſ#lejneſ; of a ſoul to return to God, 
who is ſo ſenſible of his with-drawing. 3- A 
Diſcovery of the ſweet entercainment that 
wandring hearts meet with in their Returns to 
God; by * oe Hobſon. 

The Right Conſt ution of a Common: Wealth, 
"#2 with 
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___ *Booksſold by | 

with ſome Errors of Government and Rules o 

iPolicy, as laid down by Machiavel,and'orbers. 
ns | | | 


' A Brief Hiſtory comaining moſt of thoſe 
notable Occarrences and Revo/utions tharhap- 
pened in thoſe late Conteſts between King 
and Parliament ; being a ſhore mention of 
things from 1637.to 1648. by T. May Eſquire. 

Milk for Babes in Chriſt, or Meditations, 

Obſervations and Experiences, with divers ca- 
ſes of Conſcience reſolved , the glorious Pri- 
vileages of them that are Chrifts, with the way 
to know whether we are 'of that bleſſed num- 
ber; Alſo Elr#ion before the foundation. of 

; the world aſſerted, and the Faith of Gods E- 
kh lect waatit is; by Martin Finch , Preacher 0 
y || the Goſpel, and Paſtor of the Church © 
a Chriſt at Terney, in Licol»: ſhire 82, | 
An Anti Diatribe or the Apologie of ſome 
Minifters and godly people, aſſerting the Law- 
fulneſs of their adminiftring the Lords Supp? 
in a ſele& Company; proving alſo the neceſiir 
of Examination, in order to a more hol 
jj! Cburcy feloWſpip, beingan anſwer to Mr. Hum 
Th phyey's general Admiffion , by H. Saunders 
b. 1 Minifter of Holeſworth in Dewan. 
Lazarus and his Siſters diſcourſe of Paradiſe 
4 or a Conference about the excellent things 0 
| the other world. 


A Diſcoverer of ſome plots of Lucifer ,a 
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his Conncel againſt the Children of men. 

' An Efſay upon two of Virgi/'s Eclognes,and 
ewo Books of his e/£xeids,tranſlated by James 
Harrington, Eſquire, 

© The Gare of Tongues unlocked and opened, 
or a Seed-time of all Tongues and Sciences, be-. 
ing a Sbort way of teaching and throughly 
learning the Letize, Engliſh, French, &c. 

Hermes ' Mercurins T riſmegiſin his Divine 
Pimaraer in 17 Books,together with his ſecond 
book,called 4/clepizes, Containing 1 5.Chapters, 
with a Commentary done into Ezghſh, by Dr. 

Everard. | 
Some Sermon: preached on ſeveral occaſi- 


- ons by P. Steryy, viz. The clonds in which. 


Chriſt comes, in a Sermon from Rev. 1.7, 1he 
Teaching of Chriſtin the ſoul, from 24 #. 23. 
and 10. The coming forth of Chriſt in the 
power of his death, from Pſal.18.1. 

Divine Aſtrologie, or a Scripture Prognoſti- 
cation of the ſad Events which ordinarily ariſe 
from the good mans fall by death, being the 
ſubſtance of a Sermon preached at the Funeral 
of Col. Will. Underwood, by George Cokayn, 
Preacher of the Goſpel, Soper- lane , Lonaosn. 

Chriftian Experiences from Scripture.evi. 
dences under theſe ſeveral heads,viz. 

I. Comfor: for Believers againſt their fears 
aud diſmayings. | 
' 2, Co.mfort for Believers from their ſpiritual 
Inco mes 3. Maw 
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3. Man fruitlaſwſs without ſaving faith. 
4.( onnſel unto Saimts 4s ſojourners and ftran. 
gers. 

5- Mans folly in determining by preſent E- 
vents or State of things, by R. Coler, Preacher 
of the Goſpel in Wilr/zire, 

A Lamenting Word, ſhewing how there is a 
Diſſertion come upon us ; and what are the 
Evils with whom they are found, that bave pro- 
cured ir unto us. 

A ( ollecivon of the Armies Declarations » 
Engagements, Remouſtrances, 0c. 

Theſe written by 1.Collier vis. - 
The Right Conſftiantion of a viſible Church of 
Chrift, with irs Order and Ordinances. 
The Day Dawniag, relating to the Calling of 
the Jews,and Chrifts ſecond Coming. 
The Confeſſion of Faith of ſeveral Churches 
of Chrift in the eff, ſigned by ſeveral Officer 
of the ſaid Churches. | 
A Catechiſm for the InfiruQion of youth. 
. A Dialogue between a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, and an enquirtag Chriſtian about the 
Authority of the Scriptures ard the Principles 
of the Quakers. 

The Per/onal Appearing and Reigs of Chriſts 
Kingdom on the Earth, ſtated. 

An A tide zpainft the InfeRions of the 
times,or 2a Faithful 11atch.word from AMount- 
$0», to prevent the ruin of ſouls, whereby ſome 
ſpecial 


'F 


'b/ k C174 . 


fpecial conſiderations are ted to lingers, 
Admonition $0 Saints, and /xvieation tO Back- 
ſliders : publiſhed for the good of all, by the 
Elders and Meſſengers of ſeveral Churches in 
Wales. . 
A Warning Piece for the flumbring Virgins, 
or an Alarm to the friends of the Bridegroom, 
being ſome awakning Meditetions upon Chrifts 
own Watch: word, Mat. 26.41. by Ge. Scor- 
trech, Preacher of the Goſpel im Lincoln. re- 
commended to the Reader 'by- Joſeph {carl , 
William Greeninll, Geo. Griffith. 
Books againſt the Dugkers, - 
A Faithful Diſcovery of a treacherous 
Deſign of Myſtical Antichrift, diſplaying 
Chrifts B anners, but attemptirs to lay wafte 
Scriptures, Churches, Chrift, Faith, Hope, &c. 
and eftabliſh Paganiſm in Englard , being an 
Examination of the Docrines of -the people 
called Quakers , by Foſeph Kellet,John Ponroy, 
Paul Gliſſon, | 
A Confmtation of the Quakers, beirg an An- 
ſwer to ninteen Quzries prapounded by them; 
and anſwered by S.E ator, Minifter of the Go/- 
pel in Cheſwre. | | 
A Teſtimony to the true Jeſus, ;and the faith 
of him , wherein the way of te people called 
Lmaker!, is examined and weighed, being an - 
Anſwer to Zames N ailors Book, called, Love to 
the Loft ; by T. Higgenſon. 
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A Looking-Glaſs for the Quakers by T.Collier; 
The Conviifon of Famer Nailer, and his 
black Spirit demonſtrated, by Lieutenant £11; 
Bradſhaw. 
Booksprinted 1wthe Welch Language. 
; Viz. 
> The Bible withſinging Pſalms. 
'} } } The New-teftament alone. 
+  ThePraRiceof Piety. 
) The ſincere Convern® 
| Some part of the Works of Mr. Reef. 
> Prichard ſometimes Vicar of Landyfre in 
I Fake County of Carmarthes. 
- 4 % Some Catechiſms  , _— with ſeveral 
q g cr Books in #Felch. 
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Cnavy. 1. 


eeſ: | The wicked and miſerable eſtate of 


ohy _ . manby Nature. 


\9Y Nature our heart which 
B ſhould be the beft pare of us, is 
the worſt, a deep and bottom- 


ginaton of the heart of man was 
ae only evil continually, Gen. 6. 5. 

od ſecth it whoſe eyes are ſo piercing like s 

Paming fire ; but few of us ſee it all ourdayes, 
Is- þever antil God anoint our eyes with his eye- 
alve ; then we cry out, We are unclean, we are 
clean; God many times begins in the con- 
erſion of a ſinner with this, to ſhew him the 


*+* Finof his nzture, how deſperately wit 
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ng 
; 


n » 7 
- _ © \ - 
. [ V\ - F 4 Foo 
- 


Day di th and d 


om 
A -* 


_ - + 
——_ -. _ — ——_— - - 
A > _—_— wo IEICE. : Z 


4 
D 
f J 
» 
il 
: 
' 8% 
þ 
"A 
: ” 
4.9 «A 
$18 i 
* 
"$1.1" 
ns 
I Ws * 
tf 
} 
23 
IF. - 
{7% # 
T8 
mw v 
1% 
. 414 = 
«4 , 
: 


Mans Natural Eſtate. 
broke out in his practice, that there is a great 
fire of ſin upon the hearch of rhe heart, from 
whence all thoſe ſparks fly ont. of thechimney 
of the life and 2, Owe are Þy nature 
full of fin as the Toad is falfor yſon ; and 
that poyſon we ſpit out'is but to what is 
within : this Root of fit ivof'a ſpreading na- 
ture , it grows faſter in wicked mens hearts 
then Grace doth inthe Godly , that we grow | 
worſe and worſe; and though by education, 
affliQions, terrors of conſcience, the branches 
may be opt off, yet the Root of fin in the 
heart doth ſpread daily , O wretched men that 
we are, that our beart which ſhould be the 
Preſence Chamber for the King of Heaven,that 


_ thisjs a cage of unclean Birds! and when we 


warit opportunities of Uncleanneſs, Theft, Mur- 
der, Volnptuouſneſs, outward pomp and ap- 
plauſe, then our wicked hearts will a& over 
theſe things in a ſpeculative way, delighting 
our- ſelves in the thoughts of them ; Therefore 
it is thacrhe Scripture ſets out converſion by 
AneW heart, Eiek.36. Waſhing the heart from 
wickedneſs, Jerem. 4. 14- and forſaking our | 
thoughts, Eſay 55. becauſe our hearts are ſo | 
oppoſite to God by nature, and ſo contrary to 
the heart '{hat God puts into us when he makes 
us newCre atures; and therefore it is that when þ 


_ oupeyes are opened we grow ſick of our own | 


hearts, and cry out, Lord deliver me from this þ 
OY proud, 
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Mans Natural Eſtate. 3 
eat [proud, worldly,unclean, deceitful,unbelieving, 
om fvain,bard heart. 
ney | There is no cozening and cheating tricks in 
ure the world but our hearts have them, that if thers 
and were no Devil to delude us, yet our own hearts 
t is frould everlaftingly cheat us. Our hearts by 
na- hature are like a rotten ftinking Fen , from 
arts phence ariſe continual fogs,:- miſts and vapors, 
row which are a ftench in the noſtrils of God. 
ion» | Satan hath a mighty power over us, that ma- 
ches ſicious ſubtile ftrovg mar armed, be ruleth 5x the 
the hi/dren of diſobedience, Eph.2.2. Adam'by bis 
that fall hearkening and yielding to Satan choſe 
the him for his God ; the Devilcals us b:s Hewſe, 
that Þſarrh.12.44. there he is atbedand board ; 
1 we fie keeps the keyes,and bolts andlocks all the 
Mur- Joors againſt Chrift ; and unleſs Chrift that is 
ronger then he burfts them open, he dwels 
iere for ever ; O conſider this all ye that are 
. þ your natural condition, that Satan hath poſ- 
fon of you, that you are poſſeſt with-the 
devil, though not in a bodily way as in Chrifts 
ne the Devil poſſeſſed many, yer be hath pak . 
Hon of-the heart. Satan fortifies the hearts 
'men, & makes them firong Garriſons againſt 
> Lord Jeſus. 
Now we are in-a faln eftate, and liable to- 
dds everlafting wrath; and there is ſach in- 
tationg to. come to Chriſt that we .may bede- | 
ered from the wrath and Hell to come ; we: 
B 2 have 
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. will not come to Chrift the ſhelter and covert 


' Mavs Natural Eſtate, 
have ſuch curſed erſe hearts that we will 
not come to Chriſt that we may have Life, but 
rather dre in our fins: we ſay' as thoſe, Luke 
19.27. that Chriſt ſhall never raign over us : As 
ſoon as ever we hear Chrift knock and call at 
the door of 'onr þexrts, we run and bolt the 
door againft him, and unleſs he pleaſe by an 
Almighty and irrefifible power to change ou 
wills we never believe on him. O how througt 
unbelicf we refuſe great Salvation, and do as it 
were bid God ſhoot all his Arrows atns: we 
ftand in the dreadful form of Gods wrath, anc 


from the frorm : we open onr naked brefts an 
bid God firike with the ſharp ſvord. The waz 
of our wretched hearts is that if God neve! 
ok afteras, we never look after him , if we 
ald live never ſo many thouſand years in thi 
world: after we are converted we feck him i 
forme poor meaſure ; we ſeek the Lord and h 
ftrength, and Grace and Spirit 3 but before 
look not after him, butif he come near to r 
in aMiAMons, in the Miniſtry of his Word , « 
common Reproofs and convictions of his ſp 
rit, we ſay unto God, Depart from us,we defit 
not thy Chrift,thy Spirit, and the knowledge « 
thy WAYCS 
'We cannot do any thing that God will a 
cepfof, though we be never ſo ſerious & ftrit 
as doubtleſs many Papiſts and others are ; A 
; fot 


"7. I  — 


fetle and others of the Heatbens that copld. 
write ſo many Books of Philoſophy, yet could. 
not tell how to make one acceptable prayepto., 
God; all their vertues were but as a Toad- 
painted over with fair colours , or as a Siſken- 
ſtocking upon a wooden Leg : a man by na- 
ture wants faich, hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
hath nor Chriftto preſent his Duties to God 
the Father, and tv take away the Iniquity of 
them , and then what can be do. acceptable to 
God ? Its the way of our hearty by nature that 
1 if wedo any thing that is good for the matter 
of it, we make uſe af it to keep us at a further 
| diſtance from Chriſt, and cloſing with him by 
faith,that we truft to our Duties for Sajvation 5 
and thus if we do any thing for Godicis outof 
baſe ends, as Ley did, either for applauſe to be 
accounted Religious and zealous for God, or to 
frop the mouth of conſcience, or ele we think 
to make our good works a Ladder to climbe up 
1 to Heaven by. _ | PRE 
. We areblind in ſpiritual things, having our 
underſtandings darkned and alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that us in us, 
and —_—_— minds, Eph. 4- that all the 
myfteries of the Goſpel are Riddles to;us : and 
til we plough with che Lords Heifer, the Spirit 
of God, we cannot underſtand thoſe Riddles ; 
1 when the Lord came to convert Nicodeput , 
; how blind ang jgnorant did be find him? Fob 3; 
| — ” __ = and 
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6 VUxrns Natural Effare, 
and when he came to convert the woman of 
Saweria,how ignorant did he find here we may 
ſee Fobs 4. Tts a wonderful thing bow in con- 
verſian God makes the igaorantto underſtand 
oftrine ; how ina month or two God helps 

them to pray and diſcourſe ſo knowingly and. 
ſpiritually, that before were perfe@ ſots,and at 
moſt as ignorant of God as the Beaft that 
periſhes. | 

' Andinthe Deſcription of our natural eſtate, 
Tit.3.3. weareſaid to be fovoliſp: ; we are like 
fools and mad men ; and indeed men will call 
themſelves fools firſt or laſt; either here if they 
are converted, orin Hell. Wrhiat fools are we 
to prefer the world before Chriſt > For this the 
Lord called the rcb wan fool, Lake 12. and 
what fools are we that having bat one precious 
Jewet, our ſouls,” thatwe will {ell it for every 
bale Jak > we are more fooliſh then Eſau was 
in ſelling” his Birth-right for a' o/c of portage. 
And what fools are we to make no proviſion 
for Evernity'> The Aut is wifer thatprovideth 
her meatin the Summer ; butwe -take no care 
for the long winter 'of eternity. And what 
Fools afe we to ſet our ſelves againſt the Saints 
"of God who are as dear to him asthe Apgle of 
"his Eye?" Chrilt tels Pas! its bard for him to 
* kite treaſ the picks, AR. 9g. He makes the 
* peflecuting of the Saints to be. as fooliſh; and 
* dangerous a thing as for a man to kick & kno 
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indeed whe 


his ſhins againft the pricks. And what fools 
are we that though we will nor . Fairs 
and. Markets, yet will negle& themicans: of 
Grace and opportuaities of getting Chriſt ? 
And what fools are we that when Chriſt kaocks 
at our doors, will not let in ſuch a bleſſed gneft 
that brings the Spiritand a new Heart, anda 
aand eternal life with bim> And what = 
_ are we that will build our etcenalicondi-. 

on-upon the ſands of our own Righteouſneſs, 
= not upon Jeſus Chriſt? If a man ſhould 
build abeaks upon the ſands, we ſhould ſay be 
is afool indeed; "he next Tide will waſh it away 
and the ground will fink and giveway; all this 
folly and a thouſand times more is in' oue hearts 
by nature, but we {ce it not. 

There is a trange forwardneſs and exrnefineſs 
inus naturally to ſin; and a lothneſ3 to leave 
fin, infomuch that men will bein a rage againſt 
thoſe that would frop them in their Fakul cour- 
ſes ; andthough God ſend many a MiQtons as 
upon haraob, yet men turn not torhe Lord = 
when men can ſcarce turnthem in their 
beds, oy will ſay they will leave their wicked 
courſes; but when the afMliSon is over, they 
willbe as bad as ever ; men are ſo {oth to part 
with- their ſins naturally that they will ando 
their ſouls unto all eternity, rather then 'parf 
with their lufts; as Neyo's mother enquiring 
whether ber ſon ſhould be Emperour, ſhe _ 
B 4 


[0 Mans Natwal Eſtate. 


 frowning 
. beeftnat brought out of the frate of Nature, 
and ingraffed into Chrift,thou wilt be ſeparated 
- forever from the Lord : you ſhall neverenjoy 
- communion with him ;8 gſimpſe of whoſe Re- 
-conciled face in Chriſt is worth tet thouſand 


told that be ſhonld be Em r, bat then he 
ſhould kill ber : ſhe onrof the pride and ambi= 
tion of her ſpiritſaid, Let him kill me ſo be be 
but Emperour: ſo the Word of the Lord tels 
us thatif we go on in our ſins, and are not 
converted, our ſouls will be damned to all eter- 
nity, and men ſay in their hearts, Let me be 
damned ſo I may enjoy my baſe lafits. O what 
wickedneſs is in the heart > Men will not: fall 
out with themſelves and fins until they come to 
hell, exceptthey be converted : butin bell men 
will fall out with tbeir ſins, and ſay, O thou 
curſed pride, O curfed drunkenneſs, O curſed 
uncleanneſs.O curſed nnbelief that hath undon 
our ſouls forever { 

And if the Lord never convert ns, bur leave 


us ina ftate of Nature to die out” of Chriſt, 


how infinitely miſerable ſhall we be for ever? 
The Wages ef finais death, Rom. 6. 14. Rom. 1, 
x8. Eph. 5.6. The wrath of God like: a: huge 


 Monntain will lie upon a ſinners back in bell to 


cruſh him-to pieces: you will alwzyes ſee God 
npon you 2--O think of this ; if thou 


Worlds ;- yourwill never tafte one drop of thoſe 
Riverref Gody pleaſures for ever, of which the 
Saints 


- Mans Natural Eſtate. Wh - 
Saints ſhall have their fill; O that will be a 
dreadful word, Depart from me. Ye curſed, De- 
part from me whoſe Loving kindneſs is better 
then Life : Depart from me, 3 dayin whoſe 
Courts 3s better then a thouſand elſMbere : g0 
among the Devils who like roaring Lions ſeek 
to devonr. you, When once men come'to Hell, 
there ill be no means of ' Grace forever, 'Cc- 
cleſ.9.10. No work nov deviee,nor knowlBlge 3n 
the grave: No more dealings of Gods Spin 
with men, no inward nor outward' comfort, 
notbing but weeping, and Wailing, and gnaſsing 
of teeth, which ſhews extremity of tormentin 
Hell. The Saints indeed when they' die; their 
places and Relations know them no more. nor 
they them; butthen they know a better place, 
Heaven; and'enjoy better Relations';"but a na- 
tural man leaveth all his outward conifortsand 
goes into infinite torments. 3 021 7 
O thou that are in thy natural condition, give 
ear fo this, and flee from the wrath'fo'roms it 
may be now thou knoweft 'not how th ſpend a 
day without ſome paſtime or other; O how 
wilt thou ſpend eternity in Hell where thou 
ſhalt never have a drop off Water to- cool thy 
tongue !  O conſider what heart-difteatding , 
heart-formenting thooghts you will bave 1n 
Hell if: che Lord never convert you here {' how 
ſadly-will you remember what great fins you 
committed, and with what hardneſs of _— 
| | ow 


TO . Mans Natnral Efoxte. 
how will it tqrment you to think how many 
checks of conſcience and motions af the Spirit 
you putby ? what terrour will ir be to you to 
think what holy Saints you oppoſed and jcar- 
ed, wbat precious means of Grace yau flights 
ed, and what pains you took for the world, 
and bow careleſs you were for your poar ſouls / 
O thigk it no- ſinal matter to die inthy natural 
eftad and be damned:ifonce thon come to hell, 
there will de no eaſe nor end of thy miſery for 
ever; If God ſhould butfay to the damned 
in bell that after a handred thouſand years they 
ſhonld come out of their torment, it would be 
ſome lightniog to theirhearts: but there willbe 


no end : the Worm: dies not, andthe fire goes not 


ont; Chriſt goes over with thoſe words three 
times almo# together, ark 9.44,46;48. be- 
canſe be would bave men in their natural con- 
dition take ſpecial notice of it, that-if they 
dic ont of bim, they will be miſerable for ever; 


- miſerable indeed co be alwayes dying, alwaies 
buraing, 
the tormeats of Hell. 
the fate chatthou artin before it be too late : 
 there-is corraption and ſin enough in one mans 


alwaies weeping , alwaies ſuffering 
CO therefore conſider 


heart to undo all the men in the world if it were 
divided co them. O then how eafily will ir 
nndd9 one ſoul ? Know then if we be not juſh- 
fied freely by Gods Grace,,in Chrift, and fan- 
dtiged by the Spirit of the Lord, we muſt una- | 

| | voidably | 


voidably periſh for ever : Wherefore as the 
holy Gook ſaith, To day if ye will bear his voice, 
harilen not your hearts, Heb. 3. 7, 8. The time 
of Gods c, the time of Grace, is but a 
ſhort time, therefore called « day. To Lay if you 
will hear his voice. Its but a day in com- 
pariſon of Eternity; nay in compariſon of Eter- 
nity , a mans datesupon earth are but as a mo- 
mentor the twinkling of an Eye, and-the time 
of Grace is but a ſhort time, but a day in com- 
pariſon of the greatneſs of the work that isto 
be done, the making of our calling and Eletkion 
. Its buta day in reſpe@&of the uncertainty 
of ourenjoying the means of Grace, and/!3ts 
but a day'in refpe&t of the uncertainty of:gur 
lives ; for ina moment We go down to the grate, 
and all our thoughts periſh. To day therefive 
hear his voice,come in to Chrift : do not ſayto 
morrow is ſoon enough, do not put off the gf 
fers of Grace, for now's the accepted Hee, Sv 
is the depof Salvation. $3--h 
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How.wen aecerve themſeht 


How natural men deceive themſelroes, 
and think that their Eſtate us good. 


TS a great mercy for a man thatis not in a 
ſtate of Grace,to know that he is yet with. 


ont Chriſt: buc men flatter themſelves that they 


are Chriſtians and Saints, when there .is 'no 
cauſe in the world forit. | | 
Men deceive themſelves in, their ſpiritual 


' 3! .eftate ſometimes by not examining their condi- 
Wi tion $ many ] 
\ they bave Chriſt or no ; and if mendo examin 


men never take thought, whether 


their ſpiritual Eftate, uſually ic is by falſe ſigns, 
as outward performance of Duties, or out- 
ward abftinence from many groſs ſins : Its a 
fad thing when we have nothing to evidence a 
good cftate but outward things ; no work upon 
our hearts, bur only we have performed many 
Duties, and ſat under Ondigances : ſo did they, 
If» 53*the beginning, +5 ver: 
And many deceive themſelves in their ſpi- 
ritzal Eftate by ſhunning a heart-ſearching 
Miniſtry ; they cal! for a Miniſter that may 
prophecy to them ſmooth things; there is many 
mens. Miniftry that never touches upon the 
heart, hath little rendency that way, 


And 


1n their ſpiritual Effatt,” ry 

And men have a way to excuſe ſin, and ſo 
think they are in a good eftate, though they 
live in all manner of fin, as Adam laid the fault } 
upon Eve, and Eve ſhifted it off to the Devil. 
Men that never pray in their Families, never ' 
read the word in their Families, lay the fault 
upon buſineſs. 

Another way whereby we often deceive our 
ſelves in our ſpiritual eftates, is by looking up- 
on the failings that the Saints have, and ſo flat- 
ter our ſelves, that our condition is the ſame 
with theirs : thus men will ſay, Daviddid fo 
and ſo, and Perer did deny Chrift ; Yea, But 
David and Peter believed in Chriſt, and mourn- 
ed heartily for their fins. A Saint hates all 
fin; doyoudo ſo ? | 

Again, By Nature we are ignorant of the 
true nature of every Grace, and therefore are 
eaſily deceived in our eftate ; we do not know 
the true nature of ſaving faith ; we think it 
lies only in knowing that Chrift dyed for ſin; 
we are ignorant of the nature of Repentance, 
how the Love ef God in Chrift doth break the 
heart, . and wethink, if we give to the poor, 
then we have Charity ; whereas in the Scrip+ 
tures account, a man may give all his goods 
to the'poor, and yet want true Charity, 1 Cor. 
I 3. 

-And then men are loth to examin themſelves 
to purpoſe, whether they be 1n the faith or _, 


|: for fear they ſhould deſpair if-chey come to 
' ſee theireſtate is not good, though, alas, ve- 
ry few deſpair ; and its one thing for a man to 


\-. beconvinced of his eftate beiog bad, and ano- 


ther thing to deſpair + for though he be not 
converted , yet he may be converted after. 


wards. 6/'> a #r<C £1 < 71116 1272 far Syrm1 


Likewiſe the quietmeſs and flilneſs of many 
means conſciences makes them think that they 
are ina good cftate, when as that may be a 


{] | great Judgement upon them ; its qne thing 


fo have true Peace of Conſcience, and another 


| ; | thing to have a ſcared Conſcience. - 


There are cercain plain ſigns that a man is 


Y!. notina ftate of Grace, which are evident in. 
& many, and in ſach great CharaQters that he 
# that runneth may read them ; as if men jear at 
 theSpirit of God, and jearat men for having. 


® the Spirit of God, that they will ſay This is a 


he man of the Spirit. Do thou think that thou: 
# arta Saint? All Saints have the Spiritof Chrit 
T7. inthem, and they are led by the ſpirit God, 


 Rom.$.14.and they prize the Spirit highly. 
And if men be wholly ignorant of the way 


\# of Juffification by the blood of Chrift, and de- 
|  clare plainly that they ſeek, life by their own 
| obedience and Righteouſneſs, it is evident that. 
#. they are not ina good eftate; for all Believers 
* defire tobe found in Chrift, having on them 


{* the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Feſth, 
mf | an 
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and how many by this may be convinced that 
they are not in a good eftate ? 

| Or if menliveinall manner of fin, allow 

themſelves in drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and the 


like : Theſetranſſ ns of the wicked, ſay 
within my heart ſaith David, That the fear of 
God is not before their eyes, Plal.36.1. Let men 
ſay what they will, if that they commit iniquity 
with greedineſs,it is evident that they know hot 
Chriſt in a faving manner, For he that ſaxth be 
knoweth Gothand keepeth not bis Commandments, 
is 4 Yar,and the Truth is not in him, 1 Joh.2.4. 
Indeed Hypocrites may deceive us, becauſe of 
the inlightningsthey have, and reformation of 
life and ſmooth carriage ; but the common ſort . 
of narural men do plainly bewray themſelves 
to be out of Chrift ; and it isa ſign of a car-. 
nal manto judge every body to be Saints that 
make ſach ſleight and overly profeſſion of 
Chrift as the common ſort of people do ; if 
we be Saints, and know what the new birth is, 
we ſhall not think itis ſuch an eafie and com-. 
mon thing to be true Saints ; but that ſtrait 
3: the gate, and narrow is the way that ladeth 
to etetnal Life,and few there be that find it. An: + 
Some deceive themſelves by building their 
hopes of falvation upon their gifts , parts 
and knowledge, when as Satan and many Re» 
probates outfirip many Saints of God in thoſe 
things, and yet have no ſaviog nor experimen- 
tal knowledge. Others 


fy : 16 #1 ChrrÞ. 
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Great Salvs 


' If -thatthey have with others that are Saints; but 


thou waiſt be but a F#das or Simon Mage for 
alf that: the Apoftle bids us in that caſe, every 
man to prove his own work, to ſee what 
work of Grace he can find in his own kearf, 
and then he faith, he ſhall bave rejoiciog in 
himſelf atone, and not in another, Gal.6:4.8. 
Others again build their ſalvation upon 
this that they. have left ſome groſs ſins, as 
ſwearing, drunkenneſs, whereas it may be their 


! 
ky hearts | ad aFever, but only they Were 
l 


forced to leave tboſe fins, they ſo galled their 
Conſciences, but yet their reformation never 
proceeded from faith. 


th. 


CHaP, I ! I; 
Great Salvation m Chriſt for faaners. 


\OD that might have damned all man- 
kind for fin, and might have left us in that 
loſt eftate for ever, hath ſo loved the world, 
fhat he bath ſent his only begotten Sou, that who- 
ſoever believeth in 1m might not periſh, but have 
eternal Life. 

Some things we ſhall here take notice of con- 
cerning him, in whom God accepts us, and 
giveth us eternal Life, Chrift 


— RL 


aVe 


and 


rift 


Great Salvation in Chreft. 77 


Ctirift our Mediator is God, Fob.1.2.- Phil. 
2.7,8. 1 Tim.3.16.He'is God by natare. God 
the Father acknowledgeth him to be God, Heb 

1.8. - when he faith t& Chrift, Thy Throne 
O God 11 for ever and ever; be knows the hearts 
of men, Job.2.22. All the Angle, every one 
of themis by the command of God the Fa. 
ther to worſhip him, which ſhews he is God, 
Heb.1.6. He laid the Foundat:ons of the earth, 
«nd the Heavens ave the F work of bis bands, Heb. 
1.10,11,12.-+ He is God and therefore he is 
mighty to ſave: he is God ,, and therefore hath 
everlaſting arms to hold his merobers from fal 
ling into hell. © O what aglorious bead bath 
the Church .! though we are but like Nebnchad- 
%2zars Image, the feetof clay and Iron, yet 
our head'is of pure gold. 

Chritt Jeſus.dur Surety and Mediator isman, 


be Was winds fleſh, "þ Joh, 2. came mm the like- 
neſs of /* full fieſh, er our nature after i it was 


wh our nature; ad was. made like unto us-in 
ll chings, fin only excepted, he koows what 
15 to be fempted',; and can ſuccour them that 
re tempted”; -. 
.O, "This wonderfull that Chirith ſhould put 
n the poor fuirof our fature, and after l 
C 


13 Great Salvation in Chriſt. 


bad ſo ftained it by in: O, That God ſhould . . | 
be ſo miadfull of us, as to ſend his Sonin our | 
;nature to die forus, that God who was infinit= f 
happy before ever we were, thathe ſhould |. 
F it ; That God rhat had ſo many thouſand 
Angels to ſing praiſes tohim, and could have 
_ created millions of creatures more glorious 
then the very Angles to praiſe him for ever, 
and that could bave created a thouſand worlds 
before this of men to praiſe him ; that glorious 
God that took infinite delight in his Eter- 
nal Son , the Lord Jeſus, before ever the | 
world was, Prov. 8, thatthis bleſſed God | 
ſhould ſend his Son in our Nature, and humble 
him to death,even the death of the Croſs; This 
is wonderfull indeed. 
The Lord Jeſus was a publique perſon, Rows. 5. 
therefore he is called a Szrety, Heb.7., 4 Savi [+ 
our, Lnke 2.23. An Advovcate,1 Joh.2.l, A 
Captain of Salvation, Heb.2.to. The Cove* 
nanutof the Þ eople,1/4.42.6. A Ranſom, 1 Tir, 
2:6. 4 high Prieſk, Heb. 4-4. What he did 
was for others ; for our ſakes he ſanGified 
himſelf; He Waz delivered for omr eff ences, roſe 
apain bp onr Fuſtification, Rorn. the fourth and 
the laft. | 
. \There 15 1nfinite merit in Chrift to jufhifie all 
that believe tn him, that nothing needs to be 
added to his Righteouſneb for Fatifcation in 
himzin him alone without works (hall the houſ 


i Chrift; - and therefore offered up the Sacrifices 


' and prayed, verſe 17.. that God would look 


for Grace, 7oh.1.16. yea Phil 1.11. All the 


of Iſcael be juftifie | , nd ſhall glory. T/a.45+ 
alt; E3 Dy WT 30 i | 
| The Believers underthe old Teftament look- i 
ed for acceptance with . God only through © 


that were Types of him; prayed in his name: ff 
Dan.g.10. He ſet open his window ; prayed 
fowards Zerwſulem,which was aType of Chriſt, 


upon his SanRuary which was deſolate, for the 
Lords ſake, that is, for the Lords Jeſus ſake. 
 Chriſthath purchaſed all SanFfication, and 
is the Anthor: of it to ſinners : The precious 
Faith by which we believe to everlaſting Life,is 
from Chriſt, 2. Pet. x.1.: There the Apoftle it 
Aith,: that precious Faith is obtained through I 
the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and 
ſo Heb. x0.25 And Repentance is from him, 
Atft.5. 31, Andoff this fulneſs we rective Grace . 


fruits of, Reghteouſhes, all Grace whatſoever 
is ſaid to come by Jeſus Chrift ; he was filled 
with Grace to communicate to us; Heijs that” 
Fountain and River of Life that ſerveth all the ' 
City of God,'. that ſpiritual Foſ7ph thatlaid in 
with abundance to ſerve all «£gypt 
- The:Lord Jefas had experience of all kind 
of ſufferings arid temptations, : that he mighe 
be a pittifull 4nd a'mercifull bigh: Prieft For: us, ' 
Hy.2.slt, Heb.q.ult. Hewas tempted in all? 
| C a points 
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Points as we are, yet withoat ſin, It was re 


ſhould be tempted in all pojnts, ( 1 }) That 
he might know the malice of the Devil experi. 
mentally by his own feeling. (2 ) Thathe 
might overcome Satan. The Lord Jeſus, the 
Captain of our Salvation- fought a ſingle duel 
with Satan that we might ſee bis ſtrength, and 
that Satan might be overcom, that ſo the Saints 
when they are ſet upou by Sathan, might bave 


and broke the Serpents head, where his wound 
is uncurable, will prevent all his deſigns againft 
them.( 3 JThat he might ſympathize with the 
Saints and ſuccour them when they are tempt- 
.ed ; in that fourth of the Hebrews, v. 15. the 
Apoſtle ſaith, 77e bave not an bigh Prieſt which 
cannot befouched with the, feeling off our infir- 
mifics, but Wartempted ar we are, (mncieno wor) 
pierced through as we are: The darts of temp- 
tation were thrown at Chrift as well as they 


that the Saints might know that preat 
Temptations might confift with preat love ; 
yex the greateſt Temptations with the 
greateſt love , For what greater Temptations 
then Chriſt had in the fourth of Matthew ? 
But .many- poor Saints are, fit ty think that 
if God loved them , and they had Truth of 
= Grace, they ſhould not have ſach Temp- 

tations , 


quiſiite,that the-Lord . Jeſus our high Prieft 


faith in him, thathe who hath overcome him, 


are at us. ( 4 ) Chrift was thns tempted | 
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_ fations , whereas Chrift him ſelf who was ſo 


infinitely beloved of the Father, and had fo 
much Grace, and was fo full of the Spirit, had 
all manner of temptations; and truly Satan as 
he made the world bis faft temptation to Chriſt, if 
IM at. 4. offering him the Glory of the || 
W orid to ſee whether Chrift would be allured 
with that; even ſo doth he deal oftentimes 
with the Saints, that after he bath tempted 
them much in their firſt converſion with blaſ 
phemous thoughts, ſcruples about every thing 


almoſt, and with infinite more temptations, his 
laft temptation when they grow 01d, (ball be to 


draw them to the love of the World, to grow 
covetous and earthly in the old age of their 
profeſſion, to ſee if he can ſfily. draw their 
hearts from God, and take them off their zeal 
and life in religion by minding - of earthly 
things. the Lord Jeſas who himſelf overcame 
this Temptation, and who prayed for his mem- 
bers, fob. 17. that the Father would keep thews 


from the evil of the world, yea and Gal. 1.4. 


gave himſelf for us,to deliver us from thir preſent 
ev#! World. He breaks this ſnare of this cunning 
Fowler Satan, that our foot be not taken. 2» «#. 
Again the Lord Jeſus ſuffered by reproaches 
and perſecution from the world ; this alſo was 
requiſite , | ( wy That he might ſuccour bis 
eople in ſuch caſes,” -{ 2. ) That the Saints 
might notthink much to ſuffer from the world, 
"oO 4 "whey 


{4 
* i 
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when the Maſter of the Houſe had gone it. 
( 3. That the Sajnts might not think that they 
are Hypocrites and have not ſincerify, becauſe 
thatthe world raileth on them and perſecutes 
them : for Chriſt he had no ſin, and yet the 
world would have dirt to caſt. in his face. 
( 4.) That the Saints in all theſe ſufferings 
which they endure, might have an example of 
patience from Chrift, who when be Was reviled 
reviled not again. | 

- Q Bleſſed are they that fall into this pittiful 
| Samaritaxs hands the Lord Jeſus, a pittiful and 
merciful high Prieſt indeed: Are they poor ? he 
knows how to fuccour and pitty them in that 
condition , for he had »c# whereos to lay his 
bead : Do they lic under the apprebenſion of 
Gods wrath ? Chrift knows bow to ſucconr 
them in that conditioa ; for he knows what a 
byrden that is, which made him cry out, my 
God. my God, why haſt thou forſaken we? Is a 
poor creature come to his dying hour? Chrift 
knows what the pangs of death are. Thus 
the Lord Jeſus bath a infinite Love as 
God, butas Mediatour, andas one that hath 
ſhot the ſame gulphs of temptation that we are 
to pals —_— The carriage of Chrift upon ' 
earth towards ſinners is to be diligently fru- 
died by.thoſe who would ſee the heart of Chrift 
towards ſinners , and what infinite riches of 
mercy God beftoweth-gpon us in him; he _— 

verte 


| Great Satvarion 1 CY. | 
verted many in his own perſon,and of the poor- 
eft ſort, Fi/Sermeu and men of mean rank ma- 
ny of them ; and as few of them were mighty 
and Noble; fo few of them were of the Wiſe 
men after the fleſh,thonugh Chrift could as eafi- 
1y have made Herod & the learned men of thoſe 
times have followed him as datthew and the 
reſt. That folow we, that Chriſt ſpake to Mats 
thew, accompanied with that Almighty Power, 
of the Spirit;thatit came to his beart withal , 
would have made any of them have followed 
Chriſt. O the Grace of ourLord Jeſus Chnift 
the Lord of Glory, that he would condeſcend 
to keep company conſtantly with a few Fiſher. 
men and other poor people in the dayes of his 
fleſh, when hecould have called all the Prin- 
ces of the earth to wait upon him the Lord of 
- all}; he could have fetcht them from the utter. 
moſt parts of the earth to hear his Wiſdom and 
fo minifter unto him ; and though Chrift would 
uſe many harſh words to the Þ bars/es becauſe 
they truſted that they Were righteous in them- 
ſelwes,and deſpiſed others, yet how ſweet in his | 
carriage to others; even bringing Publicans and 
Harlots into the Kingdom of God | © his com- 
paſſions to the very bodies of men, healing | 
theirfick/ O the affectionate expreſſions of | 
- Chrift to his Diſciples a little before his death | 
recorded in oh», and what affeQionate Pray- 
ers he putup for them to the Father , and for 
; A 


| 
| 
| 
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all that ſhould believe on him through their 
word, Fon 17. And behold what manner of 
affeQion be diſcovered after he wasriſen , He 
appears firft to 3ary Magdalen that had been 
ſach a great ſinner}, ſends word to Peter that 
had denied him, of his Reſurre&ion, and never 
mentions his fall ; O whatmannerof Media- 
tour hath God provided, fo full'of merit; ſo fult 
of Grace to be communicated to ſinners, ſo full 
of compaſſions fowards ſinners 1 Thus God bath 
laid in Sion a ſure Foundation, a tried Stone, a 
precious corner Stone ; and' be that believeth 012 
him, ſoall not be aſhamed; - 
| Whatſdever evil-and miſchief fin brov bt 
nvs,Chnft freeth ns from it thatare in him; 
Hy made God and us to be at odds ; ChifrRe- 
conciſes ns, and makes God and a poor ſinner 
Friends never to fall out more; He bath made 
peace by the blood of his Croſs, Col. 1,20, Our 
fins 'made a horrible french in the Noftrils of 
God, Chrifts death was « ſiveer ſmelling ſavour 
to God, Ephi5-2. fo take away that french, Sin 
brought the wrath of God upon us z Chriſt de- 
m—_—_— MA from the wrath'to cCOWe , 1 Thef.1, 
- Sin brought us into priſon, Chriftwaketh 
"mrfres and we art free indeed, John 8. Efay 61. 
To Epb, Is T7 We bave the Redemption through 
his Bload, ryex the forgiveneſs of ſuns. 
Theres nothing but great things and won- 
ders 1 in 5 wogr” God hath Gong for ſinners in 
LIE Chrift; 


"# YT — CO .ch; 2 


the Spiritnithout meaſiore , John 3. had power 
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Chrift. He raiſeth a poor ſoul that believeth 


in Chriſt to a better eſtate then ever we had 


before we fell ; that onr latter end afterall our 
prodigality is better then our beginning ; for 
we are made immutably happy and Righteous 
by Chrift ; we have union with the Lord Jeſus 
the ſecond perſon of the Trinity in an intimate 
Conjugal manner, which 4Jew had not before 
the fall ; we ftand upon free Promiſes, an abſo- 
jute Covenant; there was no ſach Promiſe ſo 
free and abfolute withopt Conditions before 
the fall, as thatafter the fall, Ge». 3. The ſted 
of the woman ſhall break the Serpentrbead : yea 
a Believer in Chriſt hath not only created pifts 
as the firſt «dam, but the Influences of the 
Bleſſed Spirit, and the ſtrength of Chrifkt by 
which a ſon] can do all things, Phil. 4. 13, that 


ſo he is fitted for all ſpiritual Duty from an un- 


failing firength and ſpring of Grace in the Lord 
Jeſus. 

And if thoſe that belieye in the Lord Jeſus, 
are brought into a better ftate then Adam at 
firſt was in > then much more is the Lord Jeſbs 
the Author of all this to them, worthy of more 
Glory then Adaps : for the Lord Jeſus had not 
only all thoſe created gifts that Adam had, but 
befides he was Gad equal with the Pather, and 
% Mediatopr he was exalted far above Adary ; 
forbe bad fulnefs of Grace in him, ]obn 1. 16. 


over 
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over all fleſh, John x7.2. Mat.28. He doth not 
ſpeak there of his Power as God, but of his 
Power as Mediatour, for that only could be 
given him, as he ſaith, thow baſt given me power 
overall fleſh. ns 


Whatſoever a Believer bath, it is through 


Chriſt; for whatſoever God doth for a poor 
creature, either fo juſtifie, ſanifie, quicken, or 
comfort, he doth all for us in Chrift, He bleſſeth 


u with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things | 


3; him, Eph. 1.3. We are by nature dead in 


freſpaſſes and ſins, and God makes Chriſt our 


Life, Eph.2.1. Gal-1.20., We are naturally 
in darkneſs, and God makes Chrift our Light, 
Eph. 5.8. He makes Chrilt our Sun to ſhine 
ypon us, the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs 
that is ſo full of Lightand heat to us : we are 
naturally in a famiſht and ftarved condition 


like the Prodigal, and God makes Chritt onr * 


food; he giveth us Chrift as the true 17an»a & 
bread of Life, Fob» 6. We are naturally poor 
and beggerly, and God makes Cheift our riches 
and Treaſure, Prov.8.19.18,19. We are na- 
turally naked, and God makes Chriſt our cloa- 
thing, putting on us his Robe off Righteouſneſs : 
We are impotent and weak, and he makes him 
our firength. 'Thus he makes Chriſt all in #i to 
us,both iſdoms , Righteouſneſs , Santhfication. 


and Redemption. 
"0 Cnap.1iV, 
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The Grace of Grd free, © u7 
CHayP., LV. 


The freeneſs of the Salvation that 
@ ' - "Prbonegy (mg 


rd hath ſhewn the greateft kindneſs when 
there was not 'the leaft deſert, that every one {jj 
that'is ſaved by this Grace may ſay, O that - 
ever fuch an ugly creature as I ſhould bave the | 
beft Robe put upon me ; ſuch a Prodigal as I 
have been, find ſuch unexpeRed kindneſs, fuch 
' _ a BlackamoreasI am, 'thatever I ſhould have 

- | » the kiſſes of the faireſt of ten thouſand : this is 
wonderful indeed ! | 
That God ſhould chuſe us to eternal Life, j# 
when be might have appointed urunto wrath, | 
| this can never be requited ; that fach a perſon | 
as Chrift the eternal Son of God ſhould un- | 
| dertake to bring us to glory, this is free indeed ; | 
| and that the Lord ſhould do this without the | 
l; leaſt deſire or engagement on the creatures || 
part: and that the Lord Chrift ſhould notſhun jj 

| the greateft ſufferings in order to our Salvati- |j 


”p He Diſpenſation of Grace and Eternal 
l Life in Chrift Jeſas,is every way free to us; 
- & 

4 


on, butbe wounded , bruiſed, bear the curſe | 
of the Law and the wrath of God : can this | 


ever. 
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ever be requited > And that the Lord ſhonld 
do this after we had ſpent ſd fair an eſtate as we 
had in Innocency, and we had wafted it as che 
Prodigal did, what manner of love is this ! 

And that the Lord Jeſus went through the 

work of our Redemption without grudging ; 
did he ever ſay, Shall I die for ſich baſe wret- 
ches as theſe are ? but when Pete would not 
have had him died,he took him up ſharpghy and 
ſaid, Get thee behind me Sathan, Mat. 1641» 
22, 23. we'read not that he cook him aff ſo 
when hedenied him : can this ever be requited 
forever? 

And that the Lord Jeſus ſhould think of 
every thing, and purchaſe every thing that was 
| requiſite to make us happy in bis Death, he 
rchaſed all Grace , he pave himſelf for us 
* to deliver 1 from this preſent evil world, Gal, 

Ie4. He knew that was a greatenemy , and 
he purchaſed Grace to keep us from the evil of 
that; and if we mind Chriſts Prayer, Fob» 17. 
we may ſee how Chrift thought of every thing 
for ns, And thar Chrift after his bloody Sa- 
crifice ſhould make interreſſion for us and bear 
our Names before Fehovah, and that he ſhould 
fake ſuch care to ſend the Comforter in his ab- 
ſence to abide with us for ever : this is not after - 
'the manner of mens love : O Lord, our God, 
| free free! every way free! O ler us ſay that 
believe in Chriftave miuft take this as free love ; 
we 
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we never deſerved it, and we can never requite 
it: O Iwill love thee for ever and praiſe thee 
for ever. o” | 

And what are we for whom the Lord hath 
done all this, all the while before we are con- 
verted > We hate God and are Rebels apainft 
him;zand after we are converted,we perform but 
little Duty : we are but little in prayer, little 
in praiſes, little in heavenly meditation : ſvme« 
times we have a holy thought, and then abun- 
dance of vain thoughts forit : ſometimes we 
bave a ſavoury word, and then abundance of 
vain diſcourſe forit; and thoſe few duties we 
do have a great deal of: weakneſs and fn in 
them : our prayers full of deadneſs, forwality, 
unbelief':” we are proud when we have enlarpe- 
ments, ſo ſinful in our beft performances that. 
all Saints will confeſs , their Rigbtrouſneſs 15 as 
wenſtraous rag gs. Of” $14 25 AUAGS 

O let this diſcovery of the freeneſs of Gods 
Grace in Chriſt draw the work of ſinners that 
are yet in their Natural eftate to come to 
Chrift : ifCbritand Grace were not free, how 
ſhould Pal, Mary eMagdalen, Zachens and 
ſuch have ever been converted ? * 

ObjeR. 1. But the inner will ſay, 1 bave 
been a ſinner of a —_— ; may | be welcome to 
Chriſt, 1 have ſcoffed at the Saints and railed at 
them ? 

Anſw. So was Pax! before his converſion; I | 

(faith |} 
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the people of God, where ever he came; 
ay et he. obtained mercy, 1.7. I. 12, 13. yes 
ho confeſſes ty King eLprippe , that before his 
Converſion, he was mad pen the Charch ; and 
yet the Lord turns this man1n bis full ſ peed, and 
there was no qualification to move the Lord to 
it; he was. going. to perſecute the Saints when 
the Lord met him and converted bim. 

ObjeR. 2. Boat 1 beves 270 = in me tO com- 
mend me to Chriſt. - © 

Anſw. Chrift expe&s none. untill you bei in 
bim by faith. ,, Chrift doth not look for Grapes 
of thores : bow ſhquld you be holy until you be 
in Chriſt? 

ObjeR. 3. 4, but Whereas others though 
they be not converted, yet they have parts and nn- 
derſtanding, and can ſpeak of Religion, but 1 have 
10 parts nor. — 

. Anſw The Lord hath promiſed to make the 
ignorant anderftand DoQrine; if God con- 
vert thee:,: he can make thee underftand the 
things of Religion preſently. . 

 ObjeR.'4. Ay, Bat 1 am @ poor man or wo- 
wan that live in obſcurity. the Lord ſurely will 
never convert me;for of what uſecan 1 be to God? | 
be will call Scholars and preat men that way be 
more [erviceableithen ever I can be. 

- Anſw.,The Lord knows how to make uſe of 
the pooreſt child or ſervant that be ag 

me- 
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ſometimes he converts a child or ſervant, and ſo | 
brings Religion into a Family ; his Love is not 
grounded upon our ſerviceableneſs , we bring 
glory to Gods Grace by our coming to Chrift, 
and the poorer creatures we are, the more glo- 
ry redounds to the free Grace of God in ſaving 
us. Beſides,The weakeft Saint when he comes 
to Heaven, ſhall be able to fing Praiſes and 
Halleluiahs to God as well as the moſt emi. 
nent: and if God had only looked at ſervice- 
ablneſs,he had made choice of the fallen Angles 
before ns, who could have done more ſervice 
then any of us. God can make the poor- 


eft Creature an eminent Saint ; and thoughit | 


may be you may not have ſuch gifts and op= | 
portunities of ſervice in an outward way, yet {| 
you may do God much ſervice in an inward | 
way, fearing him, loving him, trufting in him, 
admiring of his Love. ag 
And let thoſe that are in Chrift,and juſtified | 
freely by Grace, watch agninft any thoughts 
that may ariſe in their hearts of any worthineſs | 
in themſelves, as if they bad any form or com- | 
lineſs for which they ſhould be deſired, but only 
that God bath been gracious becauſe he would 
be gracious ; and this is certain, thatthe more 
a man grows in Goſpel-grace. the more won- 
derfull will the Love of God in Chrift be to 
bim, that the ſouls of Believers are oftentimes 
aſtoniſhed atthe free Grace of God to them, 


and 


mM'"23 . Common Inlichtnins. 
| | and cry out in the warmth of their Spirits : : 
Never love like to this Love , let all the Xnpels 


gf in Heaven wonder atit to eternity. 


* 
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> The Convittions and Working that 
% are oftentimes upon men that are 
\ V ameTerconverted; 
LS 


þ , | 1VI mighty Convichons upon them, that 

| | they ſcerhey have been very ſinful, and are 
ready to deſpair as F#da- did, Arar.27. they 
are ſo troubled in their Conſciences; ſometimes 
- men are convinced of the vanity of the world 
|, Which they have ſet their hearts ſo much upon, 
\ they will cry out with Sever the Emperour, 
 Omniafui, & nihil mibi profuit "1 have bad 
..; Honourandriches, and thoſe rhings, and never 
the better ; and they will ſometimes ſay, Now 
' .. none but. Chrift ; O pive me Chriftand I have 
| | enough;thisisin | fone : worldly diſappointments 
and diſcontenbs, and in the trouble and corifu- 
|| ion of their Spirits! How mighbily was Ba- 
| | Jaew inlightned and convinced? N#m. 23.and 
Num. 24. he was convincedo the bleſſed. 


(g4 die 


< 


Any men that are never converted, have 


| Eftate of the $4ints, 'and defiredinhis way to. 
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die the death of the cv5=.D_l "_- | 

. There are many that are ſo inlightned that þ 
they geta great deal of knowledge, and (hall 
tell Chriſt at the la!t day,-Mar.7.We have pro- 
pheſfied in thy name, that they have preached 
Chriſt to others, ard yet arc ſhut out for ever 
from the preſence of the Lord. _ 

. Indeed, Thoſe that are not ſavingly crenght 
upon, and yet are much inlightned, , common- 
ly they fall into great Errors , and if they be 
in Church-fellowſhip, they will uſually go out 
from che Saints, becauſe they were not ofthem, *« 
Joined 4s. Members in Chriſts Wyſtical body, 2 
1:Soþ.2.19. This laſtage wherein Cifts and (4 
Knowledge are more common then heretofore, 
afford many ſad inſtances of'this, that many 
have had only common inlightning ;, and be» 
cauſe they never received the Truth and ways 
of God that they ſeemed to own in the Love 
and Power of them, therefore God giveth them 
up to ſtrong deluſions and errors, 2: T heſſ. 2.10, 
11. And theſe in Gifts go beyond many of the 
true Members of Chriſt;but they are kept,when 
the Lord leaveth others with their pou and \, \+ 
gifts to be deluded with error. | \W 

God knows how to make uſe of the papts and 
gifts. of .Hypocrites, and thoſe that have only. 
commoniolightnings, that while they are in the 
Churches. .of the Saints, Ged may: make their 
parts and gifts of uſe tothe Saints : God i 
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Common Inhzbtning. 
makes uſe of their falling away to ſhew his 
people by whom they are kept; and how excel- 
lent the Grace of Chrift in the hearts 1s above 


' pirtsand common inlightnings. 


Whea this ſort of Profeſſors have been moſt 
flouriſhing and beſt in appearance, and high in 
the thoughts of many for Religion, ſome of 
eminent Grace and acquaintaince with the 
ways of God, have ſeen the rottenneſs of their 
hearts,and have ſaid that they were but Hypo- 
crites, as their falling away did afterwards ma- 
ni 


And this ſort of Profeſſors have uſually a 
mighty itch upon their Spirits after novelty of 
opinions, that they rove from one opinion to 
another, and are ſeldom ſetled in any thing, 


" but take upand lay down; and if they have 


found an opinion wherein they ftick, they pre- 
ſently paſs ſentence upon all Profeſſors , be 
they never ſo eminent in Grace,that agree not 
with them in that; 


Thus many char have common inligltnings will 


fora time make profeſſion of Religion,and per- 
haps have bigh notions, & afterwards turn very 
Atheiſt», neither pray nor hear, nor diſcourſe of 
heavenly things , but grow as proud and cove- 
tous, & prophane as any other,and fo the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of them, that they have Conſcien- 
cer ſtared with an hot Iron, reryn with the dog 


to bis vomit;( being but dogs yetin a : 


a a£maA-Q@_ — I _ 
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God ) and withthe ſwine after all their out- 
vard-waſhing and reformation, to their wal: 
lowing in the mire, _ 

O, Whatdeep convictions have many men, 
and cry out of their (ins, and the people of 
God rejoyce and hope that theſe are the pangs 


of the newbirth; and yer theſe men either pa- 


cifie their Conſciences many times with legat 
Reformation, with their own righteouſneſs,and 
leaving thoſe particular fins which have ſo gal- 
led their conſciences, without ever becoming 
new creatures , or elſe time wears out their 

trouble,” and they grow more prophane and 
wicked then ever they were before, and among 
other fins, ' that they are given up to by the 
righteous hand of God, they will fall to migh- 
_—_— and rage againſt che Saints of 


- But were theſe men united to Chriſt by faith? 
No,jia no wiſe;as the Heaven is higheechen che 
Earth, fo is the work of the Spirit upon a true 
Believers heart, above all the convictionsand' 
inlightnings,and profeſſion and outward refor- 
mation'of thoſe that fall away: | 

' Nebuchadnezzer had great convictions , yet 
we do not::know that ever be was converted; ; 
however hot before he was driven from men to” 
the beaſts of the field, Dax.4.31, 32. yet be 
fore thac be had great « convitions. © Firtt, By: 
Daniels interpreting of — dream. —_ : 

G 
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| He told Danie/that his God was the God of 
| Gods,and the Lord of Kings , yet preſently he 
fell to Idolatry; Das.3. and commanded all 
|; to worſhipthe golden Image which he ſer up ; 
l, and was ſo impudent,as ifhe had loft all his for- 
| ; mer conviction, ſaying, ( verſe 15.) to the 
 . three Children when they would not worſhip 
his Image, What God is there that can deliver 
you out of my hand 2 
Burt this is obſervable, that many under their 
convictions remain all their days in a ftoutneſs 
and ſullenneſs againſt God, and will turn their 
heels upon duties and means, and cry out, All is 
in vain,I ſhall be damned ; and thus their hearts 
| were never truly humbled to lie at: Gods feet ; %; 
4 — Lord, if thou damn me, thou art righteous,6#r 
j O let me live, and I ſhell praiſe thee ; but their 
hearts riſe up againft the Lord, and are fit to 
curſe God and die;rhus it is with many. And if 
they perform any duties, and uſe any means of 
Grace, and (God do not reveal his Love and 
pardoning Mercy, they will rake it i!! at Gods 
hands, and ſay as they did, We have faſted, and 
he reg ardeth it not: and ſounder all legal work- 
ings and convictions, there remains a deſperate 
proud heart in a man fkill. 
If mens Convictions ariſe ſo high as to ſee 
that they are Uabelievers, and to be convinced 
of the greatneſs of that fin, ( whereas many 
- chat have much trouble for ſin,never go ſo of 
en 
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then many times if God do-not givethem true | 
Faichy they will contentthemſelyes in a faith of 
cheir 0ge making, which is only a work of their 
underftanding, whereby they ſay that they will 
be juſtified by Chriſt : but it will be ſuch a dead 
faith, that for the moſt part ic hath no Sani- 
fication, not {5 much as outward San&ification 
accompanying it. Neither doth ittruly humble 
the Soul, and lay it proſtrate at the Lords feet 
for a pardon, meecrly from his own good Will 
and free Grace; but the ſoul is fill full of its ſelf, 
and confident .in its own qualifications. Nei- 
cher doth this Faith bring joy in the holy 


. Ghoſt, though there be ſome flaſhes of Joy, as 


there was in the ſtony ground Hearers, 4at-13. 
For men to be convinced of (in both in gene- 
ral and particular,is a thing worth the deſiring ; 
yetthis is not the ſaving work of Gods Spirit - 
But how many are convinced of many groſs 
ſins,and fins that are more plainly forbidden in 
the Law, and their Conſciences are troubled 
forthem ? but yer it may be all their days never 
ſee theſe more ſecret (ins of truſting in their - 
own righteouſneſs, truſting in their own 
frrength, ſpeaking evil of the Saints and ways 
of God, quenching the motions of the Spirit, 
negle& of duties and means of Grace: Theſe 
ſins many are never convinced of, that yet will 
cry outabies are damned for ſome grols ſins. 
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"ro ways and Temptations, by which 
: many ſouls miſtarry under legal 
Terrors and a Spirit of Bondage. 


Hen a ſoul i is awakened with a fight of 

fin, and hath lega] ferrors Lad x warnings 

to flee from the wrath to come , Satan FIX 
ag the Alarum, and beftirs' bimſe{fro| keep 
the Soul ftill iran unregenerate frate/ . To | "find 


out ll the ftratagems of this  - 2nd Jo org 
c 


experienced enemy the devil,is a difficyſc! Bo 
his ways are like the way of a Serpent pporia 
rock, or like the way of a (hip oponthe ſea, 
which leave no forfteps to trace them by. Were 
it not that qur Lord Jeſus knows all bis divices 
and wiles, and is able to prevent all his deſigns, 
no fleſh would be ſaved, bur all by one'means 
or other would be devoured by this roaring Li- 
on; yet by the Light of the word, and þy the 
obſervation that Believers are helped to make 
of the motions of Satan, we are not wholly 
ignorant of his divices : not to ſpeak here of 
e way he rakerh ro keep them from Chrift, 
who are wholly ignorant, and had never any 
common 2 workings : nor to of peak of the innn- 
Eo: - not merable 
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merable temptations upon Believers and thoſe | 
who are ſealed by the Spirit oPGod, whereby 
he endeayoureth to pluck them out of Chrifts 
hands, only that they arc kept by the mighty 
power of God through faith to Salvation; on- 
ly here to ſpeak of the ways and remptations 
by which Satan endeavoureth to ruin them that 
areawakened with a ſight of fin, and areun- 
der legal terrors and fear of the wrath to 
come. | 
I. Satan endeavoureth to keep ſuch as are 
thas awakened and troubled forſin, ignorant of 
the righteouſneſs which is by faith in Chrift 
Jeſus ; that free Juſtification of a ſinner 
which is by the blood of Chrift ; infomuch 
thae Satan, the god of this world doth fo blind 
the eyes of many that have been much awa- 
kened by the ſight of ſin, that they never uns 
derftand all their days the remedy that is pro» | 
vided for them ; no, not ſo much as in a noti- - || 
onal way with brain-knowledge, but they ſet 
themſelves in their own ftrength to reform 
cheir lives, and think that God will aceept of 
their doings for ſatisfaction for the wickedneſs 
of their former life, and they have a kind of 
ace and ſatisfaRion in their Spirits that God 
is at peace with them : thus many are ever- 
laſtingly cheated , never knowing the things 
that belong to their everlaſting peace; and be- 
ing ignorant of Gods righteouſneſs under all 
l EE 
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| kr zeal of God and legal performances, g0 


about to eftabliſh cheir own righteouſneN, 
where none bat Chrifts will be accepted, and 
ſo never ſubmic to the Righteouſneſs which i is 
of God by faith, Row. 10, 3,4. | 
© 2. Satan endeavoureth to perſwade ſuch that 
thoſe legal terrors and breakings are true con- 
verſion, that they bleſs themſelves in their le- 
gal bumifiation, as if it were Goſpel-repen- 
tance, agd the heart of fleſh that ts promiſed 
in the new Covenent. | 
Saran otherwhile puts thoſe that are 

"4 convinced and troubled'for fin,upon ſome 
way of opition and Judgement, 'and there by 
his deluſion and the dece efolneſs of thety own 
hearts the ey find much peace" and quiet: heir 
ſore is skinned ove? 7 and they are fo far now 
from queſhoning their own Salvation * as they 
did a little before, that they now queſtion eve- 

bodies 'Salvation” bur 'their own; that do 
not fall in with that opinion that they” are fallen 
opon. *, 
* 4. If the Goſpel be preached i inthe hearing 
of men under legal terrors, 'Satan will endea- 
vour fo make them reſt in a bare notion of 


. Chrift, and a faith of their 'own making, that 


they will cicher conclude Chrift and * all his 
benefits 3s theirs ; becauſe they have been ſo 
bumbled' and broken with” the Law, and bave 
17 o reformed and amended their ways, or - 
they 
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they will reſolve in their own ſtrength to be- 
lieve in Chriſt: and ſo though ic may be they 
were convinced that they could not: keep the 
Law in their own ſtrength , yer they think that 
its an caſie thing to believe in Chriſt, and ſo 
never ſaw themſelves ſo fully undone ; that as 


they could not keep the Law, ſa they could .| 


no more believe in Chriſt then they could raiſe 
the dead : that now they were undone for 
ever, if the Lord did not work faith by an Al- 
mighty power. | | 
5. It is commonly known and obſerved how 
Satan doth giveeaſe to many in theſe troy- 
bles and terrours by turning their thoughts to 
ſomething elſe, ſending them to company and 
pleaſures to be cured of their wound , which 
ſo cures them that they are no more ſad, but 
will grow as looſe and prophane as eyer they 
were ; but if that ſoul belong to God, be will 
not let the foul ſleep thus, as if a man ſhould 
fleepupon the top of a Mait, but will awaken 
the ſoul and hunt it out of thoſe wayes , that 
it ſhall find there is no peace and reft out of 
Chriſt. a I: 
6. But in theſe legal terrors and fears, if true 
peace do not come | nd Lord to ſettle and 
quiec the troubled and perplexed Conſcience, 
nor Satans Receipts pur by theſe troubles, Sa- 
tan tempts theſe unto deſpair,and many times 
to ſe!f-murder, and many in this hg 
5 ag ave 
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been wonderfully delivered by mercy : yet O 
with what violence wil Satan put theſe thoughts 
upon 
Objections that ariſe in the heart againſt it ! As 
one that was in great froubles, © when Satan 
tempted her to cut her throat , there was-this 
ObjeXion preſently in her heart : O I have 


made profeſſion of Relipgion,and how will this 


open mens mouthes againſt the good wayes of 
od? and ſay, This will be the end of them all 
that are theſe forward profeſſors > Unto this 
Satan preſently hinted this : chat ſhe might 
puta little penknife down her throat and thar 
would do it, and would remain there and never 
be ſeen, and ſo no diſhonour wonld come to re- 
ligion - bat now when the Temptation was 
Frenpthened, behold, ſadden and unexpected 
comfort and Diſcoveries of Gods Love came 
that brought peace to her ſpirit, and made the 
Devil go away with ſhame ! O' a cunning 
Devil! and O a gracious God that comes many 
times when there is bur a ſtep between the ſoul 
and deftraQion and makes it tolive in his ſight. 
Many ways might be mentioned whereby God 
hath delivered poor creatures from murdering 
themſelves, as ſending ſome to knock at their 
doors; when they have been going to hang 
themſelves, ſending ſome providentially to be 
in thoſe places where they intended to drown 


_ themſelves ; ſometimes ſending ſome to dif- 


courſe 


or ſouls, yea and ſtrangely anſwer the- 


contſe with them about ſpiritual things where- 
by they have-got ſome light and bope, and ſo 
have been put bYthat wicked intention ; ſome? 
fimes rebnking the Devil and not ſuffering him 
to tempt them further , when they have been 
even almoſt overcome. But here it muſt be 
noted that but few of themthat have made 
away themſelves in the world, - have done it 
from deſpair of- mercy, though da did ſo: 
the only man that we read of in Scripture that 
murderd himſelf under terrours of Conſcience 
for ſin, which doubtleſs was permitted by God 
among other ends, forto clear the Innocency 
of the Lord Jeſus our Mediatour, and to fſhew 
the greatneſs of that fin in betraying the Loyd 
of Life. But though ſome few in the world 
have made away themſelves through inward 
deſpair of Gods mercy , yet others havedone 
it out of worldly diſcontent and pride, as Abi- 
rophel that the Scripture ſpeaks of, that becaufe 
his Counſel was not followed, went home in a 
diſcontent and hanged himſe!f; and how did 
Nero and many of the Heathens, and many of 
the 7ewes horribly murder themſelves when 
they were in danger becauſe they would not 
fall into their enemies hands ! how many of 
thoſe Heathens whoſe wiſdom and ſayings ma- 
ny fooliſhly adore, did thus deftroy themſelves, 
ſometimes preat companies of them together | 
The greatneſs of this fin of ſelf-murther —_ 
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be many wayes made out ;1t is a breach of the 
ſixth Commandement : Thow ſalt do no mny= 
ther; and ſelf-murder is the greateſt murder ; it 
is an unnatural ſin, for all creatures indeavour 
ſelf-preſervarion : it takes men away from the 
means of Grace for ever ; for there 5s no Work , 
wor device, nor Wiſdom in the grave Whether they 


_ go, Eccle.g. 10. Self-murder refuſeth the com- 


mon courteſie that is in Gods proceedings, in 
giving a Reprieve for a time before the day of 


execution; if men fear they ſhall be damned , 


yet there is no ground for ſelf-murder; for 
while a man livech, there may be mercy for 
ought he knoweth, God having pardoned ſuch 
great ſinners; and if a man be damned ar laft, 
yer ſel-murder being ſuch a great ſin will make 
mens damnanon greater z and though men in 
deſpair would fain be dead, yetif they die our 
of Chriſt, they will wiſh themſelves upon the 
earth again : for though chey have great ter- 
rqurs of Conſcience , yet they will have grea- 
terin Hell ; Selfemurder exceedinply pleaſes 
the Devil, and therefore as he is forward to put 
menupon ir, ſo he is forward to be their Exe- 
cationer ; To fay it is impoſlible for a man to 
be ſaved that commits this wickedneſs,and thus 
fans againſt God,is not ſo clear 4 but thus to 
aggravate the ſin,may well be done, it being a 
ſind great as cannot be expreft | Yer hath Sa- 
tan drawn the wicked heart of man many times 
ro 
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to it; ſometimes in'terrours of Conſciencegburt 


for the moſt part in exceſs of Melancholy, and 
in worldly ſorrows and diſcontents ; though 


thoſe perſons will many times pretend that fin 
is their great trouble 3 yet the Lord knows, and 
experienced Chriftians oftentimes find it out to 
be but the ſorrow of the world, the diſtraQions 
about earthly things, IF God leave a man,he 
is like a Reed ſhaken with every wind of 
Temptation and tronble till he be broken in 
pieces. | 


—_— —— 


—  — 


CGuaP VIE 


The  ſarviny work of Gods Spirit upon 
the Heart. 


F a mighty work of God to make 3 man a 
New Creature, and he alone can doit; we 
are his workmanſhip. Epheſ. 2.10. moinuz, his 
Artifictal work, a work wherein the Lord hath 
ſhewn fingularskil: and God when he makes 
a man a Saint works very powerfully: therefore 
Converſion is compared to making children of 
ſtones, Mat.3:" to raiſing vhe dead, Epb.z 1- To 
- make our rebellious hearts to ftoop to Chrift : 
to tura Satan out of doors, requires Omnipo- 
fency 
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tency : How doth God in Converſion arm 
ſome word to turn a ſinners heart ? the fame 
word that he hath heard often. before, and ir 
took no impreſſion upon him. . 7s not thy Word 


4s an Hammer that breaks the rocks in pieces ? 


Jer. 23.29. But then the Lord muſt ftrike 
with it. A blow ofthis Hammer with his hand 
will break a rocky heart in pieces ; one blow, 
of his band ; though we ſtrike and firike again, 
finners hearts are not broken. 

God: works very myſteriouſly i in the Con-: 
verſion of a ſoul, that the ſoul it ſelf we ſee is 
able -to give bur a poor account of ir. Gods 
workings are compared tv the wind.. - Foh.3.8. 
The wind bloweth where it liſteth , and thow 
heareſt the ſod thereof, but rhow knoweſt not 
Whence it cometl,nor whether it goeth,ſo it is with 
every one that is born of the Spirit : the wind: 
as it blows freely,ſo is it a myfterious thing ; we 
fee nothing but the Trees ſhake and cremble. 

| And Gods-workings are compared to the 
way of the Spirit , which i is © very myſtert-- 
ous thing.  Zccl. 11. 5. / If thow knoweſt = 
way of the Spirit , and bow the bones do | 
3 the womb of hey that is with child, then m £9 
thow kno the Works of God,who workerh all: and 
what a Myſtery is this !. the way of the Spirit,if 
we underſtand it of the -Aoples,. -or if we un-: 
derftand itof- the Spirits.of meo, children, how: 
the Sprritcomeginto the child in the womb, and” 
whether 
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 whereinthe Spieitbe formed of ſome mattee 


and ofwhat,and how the Spirit and Lifeſhould 
be inthe child ſo long , and it not to be ſtifled 
in the womb , Theſe are myfterious things, and 


4+ fo faith hezis it co know the works of God. 


Again, the workings of God in Converſion 
are compared to the ſecret Influences of Leg+ 
ven, Matth.13.33, The Kingdom of Heaven 
#%s like nnto a woman that hid a piece of Leaven us 
three meaſures of meal until the Whole Was lea- 
vened, A myfterious thing how a little leaven 
ſpreads it ſelf and leavers the whole Lamp : 
' and ſo how God ſpeaks bur a word to the 
Heart,doth butrſay to Uarthety Follow me, and 
the ſoul leaves all and follows Chrift : this is a 
myſterious thing, Ic is Infinite Grace that God 
ſheweth in the Converſion of a ſoul , that he 
ſhould put forth his Almighty power to con- 
vert us, which he might pur forth co damn us 


and torment us for ever: that he ſhould work. 
Grace when he was not deſired, when we. 
ſought him nor : God firſt calls, and not the. 


creature : and O thathe ſhould work thou 


the creature reſiſt and hang back ;, we linger in - 
our natural Eftate as Lordid in Sodoww, and we - 
ſhould tarry in our natural eftate till- God- 
raipned down fire and brimftone upon us as he 


did upon Sedow : and now as the Angel while 
Lot lingred, pulled bim forcibly out, ſo doth 


ſnatche 
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the Lord pull us forcibly out , Co/.1.13. He 
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ſuatcht us out of the power of dankyeſs , ſo the 
word ſignifies :. and O howdoth God work 


Grace: -oftentimes upon the moſt cro(s and- 


crabbed natured men, . that if: they had not 

Grace, there were no living with them ! 

In Converfion the Spirit convinceth the ſoul 
of ſin, as Fobn 16.9. ſtops it in its ſinful courſe, 
and the ſoul ſeeeh che Law meet bim many 
times, as the. Angel met Balaam in the way 
with a drawn ſword in his hand , and con- 
vinces. the fſcul of Righteouſneſs 1n Chriſts 
perfel} Rightecr:ſneſs, and draws the ſoul aban- 
doning all other Refuges to pitch upon Chrift 
for Life and Acceptance with God : that the 
ſoul now itſeeth its wound, doth not gov to the 
Law but to the blood of Chrift ; that the ſoul. 
ſaith, Lord, thou providedft me a Garment of 
Righteouſneſs in 44am, one that is worn out, 
and is af merfrruous rags ; and now Lord, thou 
haft.provided me a #ew Garment of Righteouſ- 
neſs, the Righteouſneſs of thine own Son, a 
Garment thac will never wax old : Lord, I ac- 
cept of this Righteouſneſs, I put on this gar» 
ment of mine elder Brother to come to thee in. 

. When the ſoul is converted, Chrift becomes 
the ſouls all in all for Fuſtification, SantFficats- 
on, ( onfelatiov : Whom have 1 iz Heaven bat - 
thee, and what do I defire in the earth but thee ! 
all but. dung,all but droſs in compariſon of Chriſt. 
Communicn with God becomes the greateſt 
nouriſh. 
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True Regenerstion: 


nouriſhment and refreſhment to the ſoul: Zo 
lift up the light of thy comntenance upon me, for 
thou art my exceeding Joy; this is the langupe of 
a truce Saine, 

. Sin grows: irkſom and z tedious burthen tg 
the ſoul/, and.not ſo mnch for fear of Hell , 
as from the Love we haveto God and Chrift, 
our dear Redeemer. Now the ſoul thinks 
that much that God doth - for him , and 
that nothing that he doth for God : 
thinks as Solomon, when he dedidated the rem» 
ple, The Heaven of Heavens is not able to cone 
rain thee; What is my poor prayers aud preach- 
ing, and ſervice? I with all wy daties am leſs 
then the leaftof all the Mercics and kindneſs 
that thou haft ſhown to thy ſervant, | 
| The ſoul nowis much in the admiration of 
of Gods love and in deſires after it, and in 
chankfulneſs forit ; Thy /oving kindneſs 3s bet» 
tex then Life, Pſal.63,3- though skir for akin, 
and all that a man hath, will be give for his Life, 
Life is ſo dear,. yet thy loving kindneſs is better. 
then Life. If a ſoul that is converted were 
going to die for Chrifts ſake, that the Grace of 
God in him cofts him his Life, yer he cannot 
but bleſs God thatever he had Grace wronghr 
in him. + hou 

The foul Shar j copyerepd, mide God ſogn, 
and cannor miſs tym long. . Pſal.63.1,2. . My, 
tal chirfch to ſee God ky I have fewbim j | 
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” 5 True Regeneration, 
 fachan Ordinance, in praying, hearing, mediy- 
rating, breaking of bread, and I long to te 
him as I have ſeen him in ſuch a Promiſe in 
which he hath fometimes ſtrengthned me, * 
quickned me , and revived me when I walkt in 
trouble. 

'  Andthenatuye of a ſon] that is converted, is 
to fear ſin moſt when he fears ſin leaſt; hat is,to 
fear to commit ſin moſt when he through the 
aſſurance of, Gods pardoning merry to him 
fears in leaſt for damning of him. 

In Regeneration the Lord infuſeth a new 
life ; the ſeed and habit of Grace, wherein 
in the Sout is paffive at firſt : God by a Work 
"of his own placks up all other foundations, and 
laies down Chriſt for a foundation in the 
heart. 12.28.16. Thur ſaith the Lord, Behola, 
' 1 lay in Lien fir a foundation Stone, a Stone, 
"&c.. which tryed fone and ſure foundation 
:8the Lord Jeſus. Now its God that laiesin 
**Zion ( thst is, in the henfts of his people ) 
*this Foundation, bet old 1 lav , Jrs my Work 
- faith the Lord: no man himſelf can lay this. 
Foundation fight; O, This is the ſaving work 
- *of Gods $7irir, when 2s God hath laid Chrilt 
"por the Fort dation in 2 Sonl . that+the ſoul 

builds all upon. Chrift, he beareth the ftreſs 
- and weight of all, as the foundation bears 
the weight of the building that all our comfort 
and peace and ftrenpth is-builtupon a” 
there 


_— ——— 


| 


Sy. Þ, ew =” A an a ._ 


The ſigns of Backſliding: 51 
there is now an union between Chrift and che 
ſoul, as there is between the foundation 2nd the 
reſt of 'the building; and this union the Lord 


makes by the Spirit, and by che faith whereby 
the ſoul is glued and cemented for ever unto 
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Chrift. 
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The woful Backſliding of many Pro: 


feſſors, and the way of their Reco- 
very. 


My Profeſſors are gone back mightily ' 
from the Lord, ſome by error of Judg- 
ment, ſome by looſneſs of Converſation and 
deadneſs, and formality, as if they had never 
been acquainted with the Lord : Its hard to 


 cometoa true ſenſe of it, becauſe a man may 


keep up the outward profeffion of Religion, 
he may growin Gifts, may be in Church- 
fellowſhip, and yet be much backſliden in his 
Spirit : if the Lord will make uſe of any thing 
here written to make any ſenſible of it, and 
recover them out ofit, it were a great Mercy. 
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52 The ſigns of Backſliding. 8 
Several figns of a backſliding Profeſſor ſhallbe | | 
laid dows. 

x.Sign,If the Conſcience be not ſo tender as 
to fin,as it hath been, that is a fign of a back- 
fliding heart ; 1 do not ſay if the Conſcience be 
not ſo ſcrupulous , but if it be not ſo tender : 
for when a man comes from under the Law and. 
the Spirit of bondage , he ſhall not have ſuch a 
ſcrupulous conſcience as he had before, as peo- 

in that condition many times will ſcruple 
Whether they may cat or drink, _ they 
are unworthy of the creature, with junumera- 
ble other Scruples of that kind ; and it is agreat 
Mercy to be freed from a ſcrupulons conſci- 
ence ; its one way by which Ged doth ina 
way of Judgement deprive men of the uſe of 
the lawfull comforts of this life when they bave 
them in poſſeſfion : bur ſpeak of true ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience 'a heart ftanding in a 
holy fearand aw of Gods word: ſuch a tender { 
Conſcience as Foſeph had, Gen.39. 09. How | 
mo 1 do ſuch great wickeaneſ: and ſo fin ag ainſt 

? 

, 2.Sign, If there be a general negleC of ſecrer 
Duties, or conſtant deadneſs or formality in 
them, this is a ſign of a backſliden heart, when 
a ſoul _ have watcht = opportunities to 
pray, and could bave with groans and 
ſighs that can not be —_ and now duties 
are generally negleRed, or we have vothing 
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[ + careleſneſs of aſſembling our ſelves with the 


but hard hearts, and dry eyes in them. 
3. Sign, Iſthere be a peneral negle&t and 


Saints, and holding communion with them : its 
rare to fee a manthat hath left meetings and 
Communion of Saints, that doth 'noe fall wo- 
fully either as to error of converſation. = 
4..Sign,If there be an itch upon the Spirit after” | 
novelty of opinions and teachers ; and a dif. 
regard of thoſe whom the Lord hath made In- 
fruments of good to us heretofore. : thus the 
people forſook Pavul, 2 Tim.1.15, Were not 
the Galathians much backſliden that now 
lighted Pa»/, whom God had made an Inſtru- 
ment of ſo much to them that they would have 
parted with any thing to him ? 

5- Sign of backſliding is, If Profeſſors grow 
worldly and earthly who have fat looſe from 
the world heretofore : Do we ſee a Profeſſor 
that now holdeth his hands from doing good 
to poor Saints, and grows now an 0 R 
and is all for racking, and that which is called 
now in theſe rome: the fine word Improve- 
ment : know that, that man is backſliden, and 
gone back. 

6. Sign, If men grow careleſs of offending 
their Brethren, and will grow touchy with a 
whole Church. Men uſually when they break 


' with God in ſome ſecretway, they are never 


well till they have broken with his People:time 
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was when could have born more- from a 


ſingle brother then now they can with a whole . 


Church. | | 
72. Sign. If menquite leaveoff uſing means 
to convert their Relationsand Neighbours,te 
draw them to Chrift ; time was when thou 
hadita heart to be ſpeaking of the ways of 
God to thy friends and neighbours, and now 
thou canft come imo their company, and no- 
thing bur Complements or Worldly diſcourſe: 
If men leave off to take care of the publique 
cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt, and mind not whe- 
ther Religion get ground in the crown and 
countrygthis isa fad ſign of a backſliden heart. 
8, Sign, If men grow careleſs of Goſpel- 
infttutions, as hearing the word, Church-fel- 
lowſhip, breaking of bread : O, ſometimes 
you counted it aboveall earthly things to have 
a name in Gods houſe, and to ſee the Lords go- 
ingsin the ſanCtuary:and now you bave no fto- 
mack : its a fign of want of Spiritual beaith. 
9.Sign.!f that though there be ſome ftirring af- 
f&fons now and then;yer ifthe conſtant frame 
of the heart be worſe then formerly , this is a 
ſign ofa backſliden heart; A man through ob- 
ſtuGions may have fluſhipgs in his face which 
may make bim look wel;but if his conſtantcom- 
plexion be pale and wan, we ſay he is not right: 
ſo bere; if oye hearts are grown dead in dunes, 
hard after the commiflion of ſin, backward to 


duties, 
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duties, and our thoughts generally onda. = 


. ſhews ſome great diftemper, chough at times 


by fits we bave ſome ſtirring AﬀeCtions. 

10. Sign. When we grow high and are puft 
up with our knowledge, that now all the Saints 
in Town and Country are nothing t athem, 
and all their gifts they think are nothing to 
cheirs. 

11, Sign. When we grow intimate compa- 


- ntons of wicked meg; the falling at ods with the 


Saints, and che failing in with wicked men, is a 
ſad {ign of a backſliden heart; they are both 
put together, Afar.24.49. - eating and arinke 
1g with the drunken, and ſmiting our fellow ſer= 
VAN. | 
12. Sign, IF we cannot bear oppoſition 
from the worl4 in our Chriftizn courſe as we 
bave done, Þut are fit to comply : time was 
when we m:de nothing of ſcoff. and zears,and 
now we can ſcarce bearthem, but are fit to ſuir 
our ways to the world, that cliey may let us a- 
June, this is a ſad faln Spirit. 
13.5;pn,1fa mans heartis rotaffected with the 
thoughts of Gods free (-race in Chriſt as here- 
rofore, this 1s a ſad ſign of a ſpiritual conſump- 
tion : time was when a Sermon of free Grace 
was like the honey and the hony combz bane if 
ever God recover us, the DoQrine of Gods 
free Grace in Chriſt will be the ſweeteſt Doc» 
trine in all che world to us, 
no 2” I 


. 
 »——_— <p I > W— > > 
” +4 
” ” 


wirrerocitb i faces DL S< 
_—__ n= 


= 5 TE Tas... * _ _ 
© harden tr en enter ie AE ee pO Or TO PRIN 
” »——_— _ - 
. 


<A CET ek 20? 455 -(4i a bs 2 ith. 4 Ca Ny E 
—_ _ G—_ = I _ i 


—— 


I ſhall not ſtand to aggravate this back/ſiding 
and revolting fromthe Lord, the Lord aggra- 
vate it upon our Spirits ; only that (1 )Though 
the ſoul be recovered, and come fafe to heaven, 
yet ir hinders our preſent ſerviceableneſs to 
God, and now is our working time ; Heaven 
is the time of receiving, our time of enjoying. 
(2 ) The backſliding of profeſſors grieves the 
Spirit of God more then the ſins of other men, 
( 3) They —_— evil report npon the ways 
of God, that thoſe that are without will ſay,Set 
what their Religion is, its only a little heat, a 
Tadden paſſion, ſuch a one hath done going to 
Sermons and Meetings now. ( 4 ) Its a mighty 
diſ-heartning to young Beginners to ſe old 
Profeſſors backſlide and grow ſo dead. Satan 
perſwades them that they will'do ſo too, and 
therefore you had as good never enter upon 
the profeſſion of Religion : you ſee the ways 
of God are ſo ſtri& that they ſoon grow wea- 
ry of them ; thus Satan temps many yonng 
Beginners. ( 5 ) Backſliden Profeſſors are 
dangerous company for any body , wicked 
men are hardened by their company, and thri- 
ving Saints are deaded and. offended. (6. ) 
That is a great aggravation of our ſin herein, 
thatit is without all cauſeg as the Lord ſaid, er. 
$.5,6,7. hat iniquity bave your gh 00 
i we, that they have forſaken me? Doth not 


God keep a good houſe, and doth he not bonn- 
225; ST tyally 


0 


tifally reveard, that w 
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(7.) Wicked men are conftant, they dor'e fall 
off from their wayes, and ſhall we fall off from 
the wayes of God? Fer. 2.11, 12,13. Have 


the Nations changed their Gods © but. my people | 
have changed their God for that which cannor | 


1 
= 
: 


profit : O ſhall che Heathens be conftant to 


their dumb Idols, and ſhall not we be conftant 
to the living God? (8. ) Slighting of God | 
after we have had ſome acquaintance with God | 


is quite contrary to the courſe of his deali 
with us, Ezek. 36.11, God' promiſes to 
better to 1 in the ed then 1n the beginning : He | 
will give us more Communion with bim, and ! 
glory afterwards then he hath done yet, and if 
God be better and better to us, ſhall we grow | 
worſe and worſe to him ? God forbid. | 
Now O that we might recover,chat we might | 

| 


remember from whence we are fallen, and Re- 
pent and 4» or firſt works. | 
I. Bathe our ſelves by faith in the blood of 
Chrift for the pardoning of all our backſlidings;| 
look upon God in Chriſt as not ready -only to 
pardon our ſins when we were in groſs igno-| 
rance, but to heal all our back-ſlsaings, becanſt 
be loveth us freely, Hoſ.14.4. Jer. 3. the be-| 
inning. Look upon .our Father as having 
beft Robe to put upon a poor Prodigal back, and 
ſooos to put upon his feet : though the pooy 
backſliden ſoul bath ſcarce a hoo to his pe. 


| 


e run away from him ? | 
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' asweſay, he hath wornout all. ( 2. ) Olook 
- for freſhand new workings of Gods Spirit up- 
onour hearts, to create in 14 clean hearts, and ' 
renew right ſpirits within 14 : Its ſaid of the 
Lord , that be renewerth the fuce of the earth : 
that be doth every Spring, when Winter hath 
made the earth tolook as if it were cloathed 
with ſackcloath : the Lord in the Spring put- 
teth on a new face and dreſs upon the earth : 
the.Bivds ſing, the Trees flouriſh, the graſs 
rows : this 15 our caſe in our Winter of back- 
iding,a Winter indeed, O look that God now 
ſhould bring a ſprins time upon thy heart, is 
there notneed? { 3. ) Olookat the heart to 
be renewed:a clear heart ſaith David, good Lord, 


{. after bis backſliding, P/alm 51,10, O I would 


have that bone ſet right, chat 7 may walk in thy 
Statutes : that in/frument Well tuned ; Dauid 
ff doth not ſay only Lord, let me never commit 


W Murder and Adultery again, but Lord give me 


= 4 clean heart; O that hath bred all this mil-. 
' chief, the foulneſs of my heart, Lord therefore, 
/ cleanſethat. (4) If ever the Lord quicken 


; i us again, be more watchful and keep cloſe to 
=, God, ifwerecover out of this dangerons dif- 


J\. eaſe, ler us have more care of our ſouls health, 
| havea care of ſpiritual furfers. (5. ) And 


} look that our Recovery be through , that the 
"i bumour be not only diverted, but purged away. 


J|-(6. ) Countall our outward enjoyments no- 
| thing, 


4 4 / (1, / 


thing, but fic mourning in *S5o-ntil God gra- 
cioully viſitus. ( 7.) Labour to ſee not ofly 
in general that we bave backſlidden, but parti- 
cularly wherein, that we may return go more 
to folly, | 
And thoſe who yet have thriving ſpirits, keep 
1a with that God that ſmiles upon you ; ſay not 
thatit is impoſſible chat thy ſoul ſhould wander 
as a Bird from her Neſt, but warch a»d pray left 
Jou enter into temptation. Often conſider that 
the ſe laſt times will be times of much backſli- 
ding of Profeſſow, 2 7iw. 3. O get particular 

and diftint Knowledge wherein Profeſſors do 
commonly backſlide, and get your hearts deep- 
ly aFeced with them ; and remember what . 

ſpecial notice God takes of thoſe that keep 
ctoſe to him in a time when many fall off : Thus 

he took notice of Noab, Gen. 7. 1. and of the 

ſons of- Z aaock, E ek. 44. IF. 4 

Expect to be tempted and tried by an hour | 

of temptation , and look not only tobe tryed 

as to converſation, but as to Judgement ; as to | 

Opinions, Sathan will-have a bout with you | 

with that Weapon of Error : How many are |} 

fallen off that way; but labour to have more 

grounds out of the Word and clearer light for 

all you hold : Let plain Chriſtians who have | 

no skil in Controverſies, yet furniſh themſelves 

' with Scriptures for every point, as for'the 
- Godhead of Chriſt, Juftification by Do | 
cne | 


the like, and labour to have your beares given 
to the Truth you know : put not your felves 
; upon Temptations in hearing eve , faf- 
)ſpe&thoſe Opinions that neither Codes our 
4 Communion with God nor his moſt holy Peo- 
> ple, bat fraiten you in both ; ftick cloſe to the 
{+ Word, and not move a hairs breadth from it : 
. <> Don'tlove to diſpute againft that which you 
-= gre convinced to be Truth, to ſhew your parts 
E and reach; Take in the benefit of other light 
*F in your doubts. and look up to the Spirits gui- 
> dance to lead _Jou tnto all Trath. © 
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| CHar: IX. 
| £ Of Aſſurance and peace of Conſctence, 
"i a LL Believers have not Aſſurance : ſome 


B-=- LA Believers walk is darkne/7 and ſee no light, 
 EA/ay 50.10. A true Saint may be in great 
: doubtings, ſo great as Hemar complains, that 
- his troubles were ſo great thar they did as i 
". were diftra& him, yea a Believer may be a long 
time in that condition, P/alm 88. 15. Hemar 
||. was ſo exerciſed from bis youth up : There are 

{{ © ſeveral cauſes why many Believers are in great 
'X> donbts abouctheir ſpiritnal eftates ; as| 1.] want 
I{ >, of conſtant meditation upon Gods free-Grace 
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Of Aſſorance, 6t . | 
in Chriſt. (2; ) Falling into great ſins. (3.) The 
often prevailing of the ſame corruption; 
( 4. ) Want of anſwers of prayers. ( 5. )Some 
great croſs and affiition that is befallen 
them, that they ure tempted fo think woulfl 
never have befaften them if the Lord lovetl 
them : this miſtake bath difturbed the peace | 
of many a Child of God. ( 5.) The net .} 
meeting with communion with God in Duties ; | 
if God loved me ſaith the ſoul, would he let me 
come and go from his Ordinances and take no 
notice of me? ( 7. ) The ſubtile Diſputesof * } 
Satan againft our Sincerity in the ways of God 
many times baffle us and make us fit togiveup | 
the cauſe. (8. ) The obſerving that a Hypo» |! 
crite may go far, ſtrikes many a Child of God | 
into a great fear whether he be gone beyonda | 
Hypocriteor no? ( 9. ) Unacquaintedneſs | 
with Gods workings upon our bearts ; we Anow 
but in part : as we know not all the evilinour 
hearts, ſo a Saint doth not know all os £997 
and Grace that God hath , pur into” them. 
(-10, ) The weakneſs of Grace;but like « wii 
of muſtard red in our hearts, the leaft of all: 
s : ſo Faith and Sincerity lies like a ſmall 
muſtard ſeed among buge clods of corruption, 
and the ſoul hath much ado many times to ſee 
this grain of muſtard ſeed among theſe clods. 
Thus and many other wayes a true Child of 
' God may fall into greatdoubts and fears _ 


| 
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62 Of Aſſwrance. 


his ſpiritual eftace , indeed if men know of ng 
workings that have been upon their ſpirits , its 
a ſign they are yetin a natural eftate: the Saint 
of God knows that there have been workings 
of the Spirit and convictions upon him ; but he 
fearcth that they were but common workings, 


ſach as are upon Hypocrites and Reprobates, ' 


and not the ſaving work of Gods Spirit , that 
he queſtions whether he hath gone beyond the 
ſrony-ground hearers many times. 

So that there is great need of the witneſs of 
the Spirit, beſides all our evidences to put the 
matter outof doubt, that we are effeFyaly 
called, and ſo it is writen, Rem. 8.15. The Spi- 
rit himſelf witneſſes with our ſpirits that We are 
the ſons of God; He makes a heart-affeding 
diſcovery of the love of God in Chrift to the 
ſoul, Row. 5.5. excites and ſtirs up Faith in 


' the heart to a& afreſh upon the Land Jeſus, 


works ſome joy inthe ſoul from the apprehen- 


fion of our Acceptance in Chriſt, The Holy 
; Ghoſt ſometimes in aſſuring us of Gods love in 


Chrift, tekes Promiſes in the Scriptures and ſets 
them with power upon the heart, as, { am He 
that blotteth ont thy T ranſpreſſions for my own 
N ames [ake, and Will remember thy {ns no more, 
Not that all words of Scripture that are caft 


' into our minds are from the Spirit ofthe Lord, 


but ſometimes from Satan ; ſometimes Promi- 


ſes come into our minds in an ordinary way, as 
other 


Of Aſſurance. 6g 
other things come to mind that we bave read or 
heard; but when any word of Scriptute is given 
in and applied in a way of comfort to our ſpt- 
rits from the Spiritof God, ( 1. ) It willtake | 
ſome Impreſſion, though it may be that when - 
the Spirit comes to comfort and witneſs, he ma= | 
ny times comes not with ſuch irreſiſtibility as 
when he comes to ſan&ifie : yer ſome Impreſ- 
ſion it will have upon the heart, if not to fill it 
with joy and Triumphing of ſpirit, yet ſome 
way to ſupport it and bearitup. (2.) If 
come from the Spirit, it will be ſuitable and ſea- 
ſonable to our condition ; as if a poor Saint be 
in affliction, and the Holy Ghoft ſhould give in 
ſuch a word as that in Heb. 12. 9. He affiiits 
5 for Our profit, that ve might be partakers of 
hi Holmeſs, this is a ſeaſonable word , but ma- 
ny will ſay, that ſuch a Scripture was given in 
fo them in ſuch a condition when as the Scrip- 
ture was nothing ſuitable ro their condition, but 
they miſtook the meaning of the place. 
( 2. ) Whenthe Spirit giverh inScripture, uſu- 
ally (though notalwayegs, ) it is when the ſoul 
is :n ſdme ftrait, ſome great ftrair, and then he 
giveth them in ſome word upon which he caul- 
eth them to hope. ( 4. ) Such words of Pro- 
mife as the Spirit applies thus to a ſoul,are very 
dear to the ſoul ever after , yea it makes the 
whole Word of God mogedear tothem , and 
ſach words do abide upon che memory vey 
long- 
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long. (5.) They raiſc up thankfulneſs in the 
heart. (6. ) They do nor cheriſhus io any 


way of (in : if you thought you had any word. 


from the Lord to put you upon any thing that 
the Word ſaith is ſin, chen you were miſtaken. 
Somtimes th: Spirit of God in comforting and 
witneſſing to us doth not make uſe of any par- 
ticular places and Promiſes , but makes a gene- 
ral Diſcovery of the Goſpel and New Cove- 
nant, and applies that to the ſoul, and ſhews 
him thathe hath an Intereſt in the New Cove- 
nant; that he is one of thoſe whoſe Names are 
Written in beaten, and is ſprinkled with the blood 
of Chriſt Which cleanſeth bins from all ſon. 

This alſo I would here note, that the Spirir 
of God doth ſpeak peace to the conſciences of 
many Believers that yet think they have no 
peace, and queſtion the truth of Grace in their 
hearts. I ſay, though it comes mot ſo high as 
Raviſhments of ſpirit, yerthe Holy Gboft in 
ſome more ſecret way hath quieted their 
hearts; How comes it to paſs elſe that choſe 
Believers notwithſtanding all their doubtings, 
yetdo really and experimentally find that they 
can g0 to God as toa Father in prayer, & they 
are carried our to put all their caſes to God,and 
truft him with all their concernments; and they. 
find that the rancour of cbeir ſpirits is taken off 
apainſt the Lord ; rheſe things declare plainly 
that in ſome ſecrerway the Spirit of God hath. 
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mays ce hearcs and given them ſome ſa- 
tsfaction cancerniog their ſincerity and Truth 
of Grace, though irhath not been ſo plain as 
to ſome other Saints that have had full aſſu- 
raace and abundance of joy in the Holy Ghoft 
thereupon. | 

Let-not the Saints be impatient and fret to 
do evil, if the Spiric dor'e preſently give them 
aſſurance ; neither let rhem think that chey (hall 
never have aſſurance becauſe they have been 
Jong without itz The Lord oftentimes lets 
things come to the worſt before he ſends help ; 
Peace and Aſſurance may be very near when 
thou thinkeft that there is almoſt now no hope ; 
yea, this is obſervable that when ttie Holy Spi- 
ritſhall give aſſursnce after much doubting , 
that aſſurance oftentimes is more laſting then 
others that have had comfort ſooner. 

But God lets ſome even ſpend their dayes in 
ſighing and their years with heavine and even 
mourn out their eyes and hearts ,”and , find no 
reſt and peace in Believing; the Lord makes 
known tous by ſuch examples the bitterneſs of 
ſin, the power of hisTerrours, the danger of 
backſliding. and that be only can ſpeak peace. 

Let Chriftians beware of getting a habit of 
complaining and doybting , as I have known 
ſome have got ſach a habit of complaining, thar 
apon all occaſions, and in all company they 
muſt he laying out their doubtings; not but that 
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Chriſtians ſhould make known their troubles 

and fears in ſuitable times one to another, both 

that others ſeeing the ftraits that they are in, 

may pray the more for them , aud might com- 

fort them with the comforts wherewith they 

have been comforted of God : bur I ſay many 

have-ſuch a habic of complaining, that I had al- 

\ moſt ſaid; whether they have doubts and trou- 

| bles upon their ſpirits or no , they think ir nor 

well if they have not ſome complaint ro make, 

and think that their godly friends expe ir al- 
wayes from them. 

Some aor conſidering whar Faith is, viz. the 
fouls being brought off from all other things to 
depend and relie upon the Lord [eſus for eter- 
nal life, they bear falſe witneſsagainſt them- 
ſelves that they do notbelieve in Chriſt, think- 
ing thar faith is nothing bur ſome high Raviſh- 
ments and almoſt perfeHon;; whereas ask ſuch 
ſouls, Harh the Lord convinced you of your 

| miſerable eftate by nature, both in reſpe& of 
| the damning and domineering power of {in? 
' and they can truly fay yea; the Lord hath con- 
vinced me of this ; Ask them further. Hath the 

Lord ſhewn you that all your own Righteouſ- 

_ neſfscan never fave you, nothing but a crucified 
Chrift cando ir? the ſoul can truly ſay yes, 

the Lord hath powerfully convinced me of this; 

| ack the ſoul further, Hach the Lord ever made 
|; youtruly ſenſible thatyou could not believein 
your 
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your own ſtrength , but Faith was the Lords 
free gif: ? and the ſoul can truly ſay yes; the 
Lord hath made me ſenſible of this, and you. 
ask further, Did you ever find an Almighty 
powerof Gods Spirit drawing your heart to 
Chrift, to take him for ce Lord your Ripbteouſ- 
neſs, ſo that your croubled ſoul found reit and 
peace from his Blood ? yea, the ſoul faith truly, 
This [| have felc in ſome meaſure ; why here is | 
rue Faith and Afſurance, andyet many a poor ___—= 
ſdul not conſidering thac this is the faving , + */ 
work ; bur ſecing that it comes thort in many *'=4 
things, doch queſtion whether it be in Chriit oe þ,, | 
no, whereas open and uaravel but tiiz work of 7 _J 
Grace, and ay, Have you gone this itep and the | 
other ftep?and ir can fay truly thatThe# things 
God hath wrought in me. | 

How much means is uſed to many , and yet | 
they can find no comfort and peace of conſti- 
ence ? The Covenant of Grace is clearly open- 
ed to them, . fervent prayers are prey co God 
for them, the experiences of other Saints are 
made known to them, bur all will not do it ; for 
indeed the Lord only can ſpeak peace to the 
ſoul, he is the God of peace. 

Bat let thoſe that have peace of conſcience 
and Aſſurance, be thankful for it as a great mer- 
cy; for all Saints have it nor : indeed it is a 
great mercy, it yields much preſent refreſhment 
to the ſoul ; whac will make ug glad if the light 
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of Gods Countenance willnot? And ſo doth 
Aſſurance of Gods Love ftand us in great ftead 
in time of AﬀMictions; it keeps the ſoul from 
ſinking in great Aflicions:it keeps Satan from 
many advantages, yea when we come to die, 
and look that King of Terrours in the face : 
Aſſarance of Gods Love makes grim Death 
look ſmilingly in our Eye. 
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The Miniſtry of Angels, and their ſer- 
viceableneſs to the Church. 


TIE curious and unſcriptural Notions 
abour the Angels are to be avoided : yer 
theſe chings that the Scriptures reveal of them 
and their Miniftry, are very profitable to be 
kuown. The Anpels are called /7ir:t-, and 4 
flame of fire, Heb.1.7. They are aRive and 
quicx at the Lords work , they are as a flame 
of fire not only for their terribleneſs bar for 
their quikre!s ; how quick fire goes out of a 
Gun,and how quick is a flaſh of lightning! The 
Angels were very forward to perform their 
ſervice to the Lord Jeſus; an Angel brought 
news to Mary that ſhe ſvonld be the mother of 
eur 
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oxr Lord, Luke 1.27.28. An Angel at Chrifts 
birth told the Shepherds rhe glad ridings of 
Chrifts coming into the world, and a multitude 
of them praiſed God, ſaying, Glory be to Ged 
1n the Higbeſt , on earty peace, and good will torur 
wn, Luke 2.9,13,14- 

They had command to worſhip the Lord 
Jeſus, Heb. 1.6. hen he bringeth in the firſt 
begotten into the World, he ſaith, And let all the 
Angels of God wor/\ip him ; but why muſt all 
the Angels of God worſhip Chriſt when he 
came into this worid , and was made fleſh ? 
(.1. ) Toownand acknowiedge Chriſt to be 
God now in that mean eſbace, the form of a ſex- 
vaxt that he bad put himſelf into, for wopſhip 
only belongs to him that is God. (2 ) To 
acknowledge the benefit of confirmacion that 
they have by the Lord Jefus, by whom they are 
made immurably happy. ( 3.) To ſhewan 
example unto mento worſhip and honor Chrift, 
when as the Anpels that are more excellent 
creatures doit. ( 4.) To ſhew rhe admi- 
ration of that glorious and wonderful way of 
Salyation by Jeſus Chritt, 

And then at Chrifts death, the Angels cawe 
and. miniſtred unto him, aud ſtrengthened him. 
And as the Angels were forward to do ſervice 
to Chnift; ſo they are to miniſter to the Saints; 
forthe Lord hath made them mining ſpirits 
to them that ſoall be Heirs of Salvation, The 
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Lord makes uſe of them to keep his people our 
_ of many dangers, P/alm 21.11,12. He hath 
given his Angels charge over thee to keep thee 51 
all thy wayes ; they ſpall bear thee wp left at any 
time thou /7 Boulal aafl) thy foot againſt a ſtone ; 
indeed God is fo careful of his people, that he 
would not truſt all the Angels in heaven wholly 
wich the ſafery of his people , but hath given 
eaem unto Carift to be their Leader and Com- 
wander and bring them unto Glory , who will 
loſe none of ai that the father bath given bim ; 
«ho hach Infinite Power and Wiſdom to ma- 
n:pe all their concernnents; but the Anpels 
are Minifters under Chrift to be helpful to the 
Saints as the Pattors of Churches are Qyerieers, 
and have the charge of the flock under him al- 
ſo; Ando the Angels lifrup the Saints many 
times as Nurſes do little children, that they 
dont aa/> their fret againſt a ftone, whom every 
little thing would throw down 3 They have 
their Orders from Chrift whoſe Minifters they 
are to do his pleaſure ; therefore Chritt is ſaid 
£0 /ir between the Cnergyint, Pſal 99g.1.TO ſhew 
how he bath the Angels fit co ſend upon his De- 
ſigns : and how often doth he ſend them to 
enc2mp reund about the Saints in their dan- 
Sers and deliver them ? and becauſe of the An: 
gels ſerviceablznelſs to the Saints , they are cal 
led their Angels, Nt arrh. 18.10. 
. ThefLord giveth them great Power for to. =_ 
rm 
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form this ſervice and Miniftry ro the Saints; we 


ſee that the Angel, 4.20.7, 10. that was ſent 
to fetch Peter our of priſon, he did but touch 
him and his chi» fell off, and When they came 
to the Iron gate it preſently opened ; the Lord gi- 
veth the Angels power over the fierceſt crea- 
tures, that when Darie! was thrown intothe 
Lions Deo, the Lord [ext an Ange! and ſhut the 
Lions menther, that tht) ſhow'la not hurt bie, 
Dan.6. 32. | 
And as they ſerve the Sain's in other things, 
ſo in deftroyins of their enemies ; as an Angel 
ſmote Herod with death, 1G. 19. 22, Yea 
I Kings,19.35, in thar great ſtrait that Heze- 
kiab and the peopie of God were in, when that 
huge Army of the Aſſyrian; came agrinfk 
them,the Lord, the text ſaith. /&y7 an 1lagel that 
ſore in one night en knnare:s foarſcors id five 
thouſand of them, hom they left all deaa corpſes. 
Its a wonderful Execution, | 
When L1zarus died, he was carries by the 
fingels jnro Abrahams boſom, Luke 16. As they 
do rejoyce inthe canverſon of a ſoul, ſo inthe 
finiſhing of our courſe; and are joyful to 


; bring us home to our Fathers houſe : yea, the 


Scripture te!s us that the Lord nll ſend the An» 
gelr at the laft day to gather hu people together 
from the four Winds, who will know them all in 
che utmoſt corners of the earth , having been 
Mioiſtring ſpirics unto them. | 
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Its true, we ſee not the Angels who minifter 
to ns now in our Pilgrimage ; they do not ap- 
peartous. { 1. ) The Lord bath ſpoken to us 
by h% Son, Heb.1.1. intheſe laſt dayes ; and we 
have clearer Ordinances and more ofthe Spirit 
in the dayes of the New Teſtament then the 
Szints under the Old Teftament had; and we 
have more Scripture to walk by then was then 
written : therefore we are not to look that the 
Angels ſhould appear to us as they did to «-- 
braham, 1{anaob, Lots, ( 2. ) Yet they may 
have much influence npon usin Dreams : as 
they warned 7-/ep51n a dream, Afar. 2.13.19. 
As Satan preſents to our phanſtes ſinful Ob- 
jets ; fothey may fromthe Lord preſent ſp1- 
ritus] Objects in x ſecret way tous. ( 3.) Yea 
hath not Satan a mighty Influence upon mens 
ſpirics,and yet men ſee him not? Itsa very rare 
thing for Satan to appear ; Burt thus the Lord 
hath ſer ons thing againſt another : Saran is a 
fallen Angcl thar is cunning and malicious to 
do us what miſchief he can; and the Lord ap- 
points the good Angels to hinder him and belp 
0s. 

But what Love is this in the Lord to poor 
Saints, that the EleX Angels which are 
more Noble creatures then we are , that the 
Lord ſhould appoint them to miniſter ro 
ns ! yea, they never offended him, they never 
played the Prodigals as we poor ſinners have 
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done ; but they alwayes kept in our fi- | 
rhers houſe, it is not becauſe they are not be. | 
loved, for they are called elet Angels 1 7:im. | 
$.21. bur if the Lord ſpared not his own Son, | 
his proper Son, his eternal Son the Lord Jeſus, | 
bur ſent him to miniſter unto poor ſinners, | 
1at.20.28. yeato pive his Life a ranſom, and | 
bear the wrath of God for us , then the other 
though wonderful , yet is not to be compared 
with it bath no glory in compariſon of this | 
which ſo far excels it. 


Gmay. XL 5 


1he Glorious Times that ſhall be before 
the la(t day of Indgement. 


Shall take the deſcription of the glorious |} 
times that are to come, out of the Seriptures | 
which do abound this way. | 
(1) There will bea time yet before the | 
lay day of Judgement, wheo the Jews (all be | 
a holy and converted people ; 1 that day the | 
branch of the Lord( that is Cbrift ) all be ex- | 
cellent and comely for them that are eſcaped of | 
Irael, azd be that 5: left 3» Zion and Jeruſalem, 
forall pe called holy, When the Lord ſoall have 
wajbed 
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waſned away the filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and theblood of Jeraſalem, ( that is the blood 
of Chrift which they ſhed there ) by the ſpirit 
of judgement ard of burning, Tſa. 42,3 4,5. 
Hof. 3.ult. Zach.12. 10. 1/4.66. The Old 
Teftament ſpeaks ſo often of the converſion 
of the Jews, thatits no ramiag of particular 
places, and in the new Teftament there is much 
ſaid of it, which ſhews it is yet to come. Norm. 
11.12,25,26, Hetells us they (hali be called: 
and we Felievers of the Gentiles need not fear 
their Converſion; for we ſhall not be broken off 
| when they are ingraffed in again, as they were 
broken off when we were graffed in, but ic thall 
.  beas life rom the dead, whenthe [ews are cal- 
led;thus tbey ſhall not depart from God as they 
were want todo; for Gud ſaith, rar ther they 
Fa'l walk nomere after their own evil heartsthen 
ther [Gall come into their own land, Jeruſalem 
foal! be tnv.1%itec; in: irs own. place, Exh 36.26, 
Thicn treenvy of E:hraim ſhall depart and the 
envy of 7«414h, all the Tribes ſhall beunited. 
This will be a glorious time indeed, when the 
Wetchmes 870% mourn! Ephraim ſeal! cry Ariſe, 
Jes, and let wr go mp to Zion to the Lord our God, 
Jer.31.5- And they ſpall come ax4 ſing i% the 
beight of Zion, ana fiaW rogether to the gooaneſs 
of God. 
2. There will be a time before the laſt day of 
Jadgement when all the power of Chrifts ene- 
mies 
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'mies ſhall be broken and many great ones de- 


ſtroyed for being againſt Chriſt. Pſal. 110, Hw 
enemies ſhall be made bis footſtool, be ſhall thruſt 
through Kings in the day of bis Wrath,and wound 
the heads over very mary countries, verſe 5,6. 
Is thoſe daies the Lord Will deſtroy Babylon, and 
avenge the blood of his Saints 0n them, Rev. 18. 
ard Rev.1g 

(3) Atime when Satan ſhall be bound up. 
Rev.30.1,2,3. Andan «Avgel came down from 
Heaven , having the key of the bottomleſs pit, 
and bound Satan a thouſand years, that he ſhould 
deceive the Nations no more untill the thouſand 
Jeare: were ended. How bath Satan bitherto 
beſides his inward deceits , moſt plainly decei- 
ved the Nations by thoſe two Impoſtors, 1a- 
homet and the Pope, befides many open Blal- 
phemies in others in the world ; yea ſo mani- 
feftly doth Satan deceive the Nations,:hat moft 
of the nations to this day will ſcarce endure one 
that truly profeſſes Chriſt to live quietly among 
them,bur there will be open perſecution agiinft 
them. 

(4 ) Itwill bea time of abundance of ho- 
lineſs, The people ſpall be all righteous, a. 60: 
21. The remnant of Iſrael ſhall not a9 inqus77, 
nor {peak lies, neither ſhall a deceitfull tongue be 
found in their mouth, 'Leph. 3.13. In baſe 
days all ſhall be holineſs co the Lord, and her 
ſhall beno more the Cananite in the houle of 
the Lord. Y5 )Ic 
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(s ) It will. be a time when all the Saints 
will be agreed ; no diviſions among them any 
more : At this day rbere ispreat animoſities 
and diviſions among the Saints ; but there is 
to beatime beforeFlaſt day of Judgement 
when the Saints ſhall all have exe heart and onc 
way ; and the Saints will not fully agree untill 
thoſe glorious times come : but then the Lord 
Will turn to the people a pure lavguage, that they 
may all call upon the name of the Lerd, to ſerve 
hins with one confent, Zeph.z.9. Then the wolf 
ſoall lie down with the Lamb, and the Calf and 
the young Lion, Ia.11. 6. that is, that thoſe 

which uſe to be as waltsco devour the Lambs, 

and as Lions to devour the Calts, they ſhall all 
ſweetly agree : Fphraim ſhall not envy Fadab, 
nor fu1ah vex Epoaraim : there will not be one 

Saint traducing another, or preaching or 

writing apainſt another, but all Saints perfeR» 

ly of the ſame mind and Judgement,none back- 
b'tins and devouring one another , ſurely this 
will bz a very glorious time. 

(6.) Irwi'l be atime when all perfecution 
ſhall czaſe, that the Saints ſhall not be hunted 
as 2 Partridpe in the wilderneſs : bat Ferwſalem 
( that hath been ſo often ſacked and deftroge$ 
by enemies ) /ſvall be a gniet babitation, 4 T a- 
bernacle that ſhall not be taken gown, not one of 
the ſukes thereof ſpall be broken, 112. 33.20. 

( 7) Atime whea che Sains ſhall bein a ve- 
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ry glorions Condition; for the Kindows and Do= 
winion, and the greatneſs of the Kingdom under 
the whole Heaven ſhall be given to the Saints of 
the moſt bigb, Dan.7.27. which was never yet 
fulfilled; though ſometimes in a few nati- 
ons, the Power hath been in the hands of 
the Saints , yet never in all the Nations 
of the world, but the zeal of the Lord of 
hoſts will perform this , and it is ſaid, Luke, 
20.35,36 T bat they that obtain that world, and 
the reſurreftionfromthe dead , are equal to the 


Angles, and die no more; that ReſurreCtion is / 


not the common ReſurreRion, for he ſpeaks of 
deing worthy of that world and of that Re- 
ſurreqion : now all ſhall then riſe; yea be 


makes, being the Children of God and the | 


children of that ReſurreRion all one; therefore 
ir cannot be ſpoken of che common ReſurreCti- 
on,but of the firſt refurreFion when the Saints 
{hall only rife ; thus the Saincs will be ina glo- 
rious condicion indeed, for they live and raign 
with Chriſt a chouſand years, 4ev-20.4. which 


. 1000 years cannothe expounded to be eternity; 


for it is ſaid,that afterwards the reft of the dead 
lived, verſes. andir is ſaid, that when thoſe 
I000 years were expired that Satan was looſed 
again for a little while, all this ſhews it is not Ee 
ternity that is meant by che 1000 years ; it-can- 
not be meancof raigning in heaven, becauſe Sa* 


can muſtereth vpthe world co-encompaſs their 


Camp, 
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camp, and for the reaſons above mentioned. 

($) A time when there ſhall be mighty 
ſhoutings of praiſe among the Saints for the 
Lords doings, They ſpall ſing the /oxg of Moſes 
and of the Lamb, ſaying, great and marvelous 
are thy Works, Lord God almighty, Rev.ls.z. 
Thus as when God bad delivered the children 
of Iſrael from Pharoah and all his hoſt, as they 
ſuog the praiſes of the Lord, ſo ſhall the Saints 
at that day : Is that day ſhall be ſaid , Praiſe 
the Lord, for be bath done excellent things ;; 
Cry our and ſhout thou inhabitant of Ziom, for 

reat the hoty one of Iirael in themidft of thee, 

Ifa.12.4,5,6. Ana it ſhall be ſaid in that day! 
T his is our God, we have waited for him, We vill 
be olad ana repice iz bis Salvation, Iſa.25.9. 
(O05 cime of the reffitucion of all chinps, 48.3. 
21, hom ( that is Chriſt ) the heavens muſt re- 
ceive,until che time of the reſtitution of all things, 

( 10) Chriſt ſhail be wonderfully exaled in 
that day. Ifa.2.11. The Lord alone ſhall 
be exalted in that day, and the Lord ſhall be King 
over all the earth; in that day there ſhall be one 
Lord, axd his nam: one. Zech.14-9. 

So have given a ſhort view out of the Scrip- 
tures of the glorions times that (hall be at laft. 
New though ſome men with great heat may 
follow ſome miſtaken . notions about theſe 
things:and though godly men do not y ec 
how theſe things that have been mgti = 


ſobriety of ſpirit weigh theſe things. Firſt, Lee 
us get clear light out of the Scriptures , what 
Propheſies are yet to be fulfilled,and what glo- 
rious times are to be inthe world, and as for 
the time when thoſe things ſhall come to pals, 
and whether Chrift ſtiall appear perſonally, 
when theſe things ſhall be done : theſe things 
arenot ſo material for us to knowgas the things 
themſelves whereof we have ſpoken, 
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CHAP, X[1. 
The Influences of the Spirits 


S thoſe that walk wi:h God. know the be. 

nefic we have by Chrift in our dealing 

with God, We are accepted in him,and have acceſs 
with boldneſs to the Father by him . ſodo Be» 
lievers know in ſore meaſure the uſefulneſs of 
rhe Spirit, who is the greateſt pifr, next ro the 
gif of Chrift,that the great God could beſtow 
upon 2 poor creature. As the Lord Jeſus under- 
took the work of redemption, and making our 
peace with God, wherein he infinitly condl- 
Fended : ſo the Holy Ghoftundertakes,and 4s 
_ imployed inthe application of the Grace that 
Chrift purchaſed, wherein the holy Ghoſt doth 
infinitely condiſcend alſo, (1 Faith 
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ſhall be brought about; yer let Saints with | 
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The Influtnces of the Spirit, 
(1) Faith in the Lord Jeſas, is one fruit of 
this bleſſed Spirir,Ga/. 5-22. 

(2) The morcifyiog of ſto in Believers is 
from this Spirit ; Te tvrough tbe Spirit do mor - 
tie the deeds of the body, Rom.8.13. He isthe 
Spirit of Holineſ;, Rons. 1.4. but moſt men go 
_ eo mortifie ſin without the Spirit and 

aith, 

(3) Believers find the Spirit to be a Cow- 
forter, John 14. 16:The Spirit ſhews the things 
chat are freely gsver thews of God , 1 Cor. 2, 12. 
Never was a poor ſoul ſo ſad and diftreſſed by 
the fear of Hell and damnation : but when 
the Spirit of God cometh to witneſs with his 
Spirir chat he is the Son of God , but upon this 
- witneſs the ſoul is ſatisfied ; ſorrow and ſigh- 

* ing flies away, andthe foul ſaith Retarn to ry 
. reſt O my ſoul for the Lord bath aealt bounrifully 
With we. 

( 4 )The Holy Spirit belps Believers co pray, 
Zach. 12.10. He is a Spirit of ſupplication, 
where he is a Spirit of Grace in a ſoul , praying 
with all Prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, 
Epb.6.18. ( 1 ) The Spirit helps with a 
ſenſe ofche want and excellency ofthoſe things 
we pray for. (2) Helps usto aR faith ig 

- Prayer, makes the ſoul many times ftrangely 
importunate with God for a Merey with a holy 
boldneſs. (3) Itsche Spiricthat makes a 
ſoul wait in prayer, and continue -« petition 
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The Influences of the Spirit, $5, 
with new affetions and faith along time toge- 
ther, untill God anſwers. (4) Its the 
Spirit that quickens the ſoul in prayer, an 
helps. us againſt that deadneſs and formality 
that we are ſubjze&t toin that duty. (5) 
Its the ſpirit that .teaches us not only for 
manner., but alſo for matter to pray ac- 
cording tothe will of God. (6) tts 
the Spirit thaz bringeth the ſqul to enjoy Com« 
munion with God in prayer, elſe we mighe 
pray long enough and feel nothing in that kind. 
{7) The Spirit oftentimes hints in the 
time of prayer that God will anſwer the ſoul 
in ſach a petition, though ic may be many years 
before it be done.. ( $). And, when we 
pray with others, the Spirit of G od many times 
helps us to pray wonderfully ſatably to the 
condition and temptations .of thoſe that are 
with us,to expreſs ſuch chingsſo ſutable co them 
char chey are ofttimes wonderfully afﬀeRed , 
and think how be that prayed knew their temp. 

cation and condition which they kept ſo ſecret. 
(5 ) TheSpirit is the, great help in preach». 

ing. ( 1) He ofcentimes direRs to the places 
where God intends to call ſouls ; he forbad the 

Apoftles to go preach in ſuch and ſuch places, 

and ſent them another way, . 4. 16.6, 7. he 

direts ns to dig. many. times where there is a- 

Myne,of. big, Elect, :. , he moyeth, the hearr, 

of his ſervants to po progets in fach a; towne, 


N 
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though it may be a ſmall place, where the Lord 
intends to call ſome our of darkaeſs into mar. 
yellous light. (2) Its the Spirit char 
fanQifics a mans learning and parts for the 
work of the Miniftry. { 3) TheSpirit of 
God dire&s in preaching ſatable eruths ro the 
condition that people arc in, ehat he will put 
his ſervants upon handling of ſack a point that 


ſuch a one in the congrepation hath need of for' 


Convidion, Comfort, Council, or the like. Yea 
oftentimes the dipreſſions of Gods ſervantsin 
preaching, from the keeping exaRly to the 
point they were handling, ro ſpeak of ſome- 
ching chic is not fully to it, is from Gods ſpitic 
to reach fome ſoul inthe conpregation in 
ſpeaking ſomerhing that comes very home un- 
to chem. ( 4) The Spirit of God breaths 
in the ftudies and meditations of his ſervants, 


" brings in light and ſutable ſeriptnres to make 


out things which they could not have fetched 
in by the ſtrength of memory. (5) And 
be fides what help be affords in ftudy and medi- 
cation, Gods ſervants find ofrentimes warm aſ- 
Iiftance of Gods Spirit in the time of preach- 
ing ; infomuch that rhey are ſometimes carried 
cur very far beyond their preparations; yea ſo 
much would Gods Spirit have us depend upon 
him inthis work, even as to preſent aſfiftance, 
chat when we truft wholly to our preparations 
becauſe chey are better then ordinary, —_ 
00 
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The Influences of the Spirit. $3 
look up beſides our preparations to the preſent 
aſfiftance of Gods Spirit ; it oftentimes proves 
a very cold and flat performance ; whereas 
when we are ſenſible chat our preparations are 
poor,and have our eye to Gods Spirit for help, 
we are many times carried far beyond our own 
firength , even beyond that knowledge and 
gifts that we have inthe habir and 1n a conftanc 
way. The Spirit of. God will be waited upon fn 
ftudy and meditation, and for preſent affiftance 
ro0;he will not bave us exclude either, but wait 
upon him in both as our duty is, & be will come 
in either as he pleaſerh. (5 )The Spirit of God 
ſometimes before and in che time of preaching 
raiſeth up the ſpirits of his ſervants unto ſome 
confidence that he will bleſs that particular ſer- 


'vice- with facceſs to ſomg ſoul or other, and 
- perhaps they hear particularly ſoon after who 


God wrought uponat that time, or- whoever 
remain in that perſwaſion that ſomething God 
effeRed by that ſervice. (7) Gods Spirit when 
he intends to make uſe of men of great parts & 
learning, uſeth ro empty them of their ſelves, 
& takes thery off rheir confidence intheir great 
abilicies, and makes chem prize his teachings, . 
(8) Thereis an aptneſsto teach and kind of 
dexterity that the Spirit of God giyeth to mas. 
ny of his fervaprs otherways of meag..abiliries 


- 


and capacities, wherein they Out $9.can :of . 
Way tnerey 


Srearer parts, (9 Y In anatur 
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24 The Infixence s of the Spirit, 
may be ftirring afeRions and freedom of ſpeech 
from the apprehenſion of popular applauſe in 
ſome Anditories , bur gracious men know a dif- 
ference berwecn thoſe inlargements and the 
ſoul-humbling aſſiſtance of Gods ſpirit. (10 } 
Gods Spirit gives to his ſervants many times a 
more then ordinary afſiftance in their labors 
amongſt the Satats for their ſakes , for their 
quickning, comforting, ftrengehning and edifi- 
cation, whoſe building up was one great end 

of the ordinance of che Miniftry, Epb.4.10,11, 
I2. ( 13 )\Gods Spirit gives bis ſervants 
affeQions in preaching, as Zeal, Compaſlion 
# to ſouls, and the like , bnt chough ſomething 
of this may be obſerved by the hearers in the 
delivery of the word ; yet not ſo as tothe 
3 - Preacher himſelf by the obſerving of the 1in- 
ward frame of bis heart : ſome meas tone and 
art of ſpeaking may counterfeit affe&ions,and 
other mens age and weakneſs of ſpeech may 
hide very ſpiricual affeRions in that work. 

; (6) The bleſſed Spirit is the great thing in 
reading and hearing of the word. (1) How 
clearely will the Spirit open a Scripture to a 
mans underſtanding ? when a man hath read 
many Expoſiters, the Spirit of God is pleaſed | 
| many timesto be the beſt: Commentator, { 2) | 
How the Spirit of God applyes the word read | 
or preached with power” many times upon the | 
ſ —  conkiroct, nai inns they comes the word 
| Fit! 
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The Influences of the Spirit, %g 
with power when it cometh in the Holy Ghoſt, 
I Theſ.1.5. and we ſhould not obſerve only 
what we read or heard , but what impreſhi- 
ons the Spirit of God made npon the hearts in 
reading or hearing.Thoſe which Peter preach 
ro, A&.10. the holy Ghoſt fell on them - 
when it is ſo with hearers,then the word affects 
them indeed. (3 )The Spirit of God in hearing 
of the word ſometimes enlargeth a ſoul and en- 
lighrnech ir into a Truth far beyond what the 
Preacher made out in expreſſjons. { 4) Yea, 
the Spirit makes uſe of ſome paſſage in a Ser- 
mon many times to work upon a ſoul that was 
but a parentheſis andcircamlocution or reflexi- 
on uponthe hearers ignorance and dulneſs , 
things that many would chink might very well 
bave been left ont. 

(7) The Spirit of God is of infiniteuſe 
to us to lead usinto Truth, Job.16.13. He 
leads Believers into all truth, all neceſſary truth 
to Salvation. Gods ſpirit doth as it were print a 
body of divinity in the hearts of Believers, and 
though many of them be of weak Judgement; 
and not able to anſwer the ſubtile Arguments 
that may be brought againſt a Truth, yet Gods 


Spirit keeps them inthe Truth that they are not 


led aſide. 
. ( 8) TheSpirtt brings things to our row 
wewbrace, Johs 14, 26, Thatthough ma- 
ay an honeſt heart when _— read or _ 

2 the 


26 The Influences of the Spirit. 
rhe word, complains be can remember very 
little , yer Gods Spiric will bring things ſeaſo- 
nably co their Remembrance, that it may be 
many years after, when by reaſon of ſome 
Temptation or affliction they have moſt need 
of ſuch atruth, then they have ſuch a place of 
Sevipture, or fuch a paſſage of a ſermon heard 


og ago he co cheir Remembrance by 
Gods ſpiric, and ſhall be of mighty uſe to them. 


The conſcionable and diligent hearing and 


reading of the word is frequently bleſſed with 
ſeaſonable rette<mbrance : yea Gods Spiric hath 
ſometimes convinced and converted a ſoul by 
bringing things co Remembrance that were 
read or heard many years ago, and then cook 
no impreſſion'npon the ſoul, that che benefit of 
hearing and reading of the word both by Be- 
kevers and Uabelievers doth not always up- 
pear upon that inftant, but it may be a great 
Fhile afctr, 


| 
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The (ovenant between God the Fa- 
ther, and the Lord efus our Surety. 


| bb a thing of unſpeakable comfort to know 
that the Covenant of Grace is an everlat- 
iog Covenant, and that it was principally made 
with Chriſt as che head of the Elet ; ſeveral 
things ſhew, thatthere was a Covenant and A. 
greement between God the Father & the Lord 
Jeſus concerning the work of Redemption 3 
Chrift being called the ſurety of the better Co- 
vexant Heb. 7.22.ſhews that chere was a Coye- 
nant between God the Father and him, as there 
is between a Creditor and a Surety, that Chriſt 
pave Bonds (asirt were) to God the Father, 
and payed the debt: when Chrift is called Gods 
ſervant, Eſay 42.1. holds forth as much, char 
chough Chriſt as to his Divine nature was equal 
with God, yet as Mediatour he became the 
Fathers ſervant; God the Father and he agreed ' 
and Covenanted about the doing of this great 
Work of ſaving ſigners, Yea in T /alm 8g, 
28. God the Father faith, my {#g1ant oral 
Pevd faſt with bing.; that is, which Chriſt ( for 
many things in that P/a/m ſhew, that its 'to be 
interpreted of Chrift, ) ſo then there is a Cas 
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venant that God the Father bath made with 


- Chriſt the Mediatour , which Covenant the 


Lord fſaich ſhall ftand faſt ; upon this account 
the Lord Jeſus is faid Revel.13.8. - to be the 
Lamb [lain the Foundation of the world, 
becauſe that it was agreed and Covenanted be- 
tween God the Father & Chriſt, that he ſhould 
in the fulveſs of time be made fieſy , and die for 
finners, and therefore it was ſaid to be done 
From the Foundation of the world , becauſe ſo 
ſt was written in the Volume of Gods Book, that 
the Lord Jeſus had agreed to comve to do the will 
of God, Heb.10. which was to offer up oxe Sa- 
erifice for fins for ever, which was himſelf; and . 
far the ſame Reaſon ir is ſaid, that the Prowrſes 
are made to Abrahams ſeed which is Chriſt, Gal. 
3.16. wot to ſeeds as of many ; but they are prin- 
cipally made to one ſaich he, and char is Chrift , 
"and this the Apottle aſſerts, 2 Tim. 1. 9. when 
he faith we are ſaved an4 cated, wt accord- 
Sng tv our works, but according to bis 0Wn purpoſe 
and Grace which was given us im Chriſt feſus be- 
fore the world began : which ſhews that God 
che Father and Chrift dealt together about the 


Redemption of ſouls before the world began ; 


avd all things agreed on and made fyre be- 


tween them. This the Lord Jeſus means, John 


10.96. when he ſaith, there were other ſheep 


which be muſt bring home , why muſt he bring 


them hyme ? how was he bound to it a 
F 1 Fam "ie 
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The Fathers Covenant with Chriſt. Vo 


this Covenant and Apreement with God the 
Father wherein he had covenanted to do it: 
' Thusthen ic may be expreſſed in three parti- 
culars : ' | 

1. God the Father decreed the ſalvation of 
the Ele, all thoſe expreſſions where he is 
ſaid to chnſe them , love them with an everlaſt= 
we Love, evince ſo much. 
' 2. God' the Father appointed the Lord 
Jeſus co be the #7ay and means by which they | 
ſhould be ſaved; therefore is Chrift ſaid ro be _ 
appointed by God the Father , Heb.3.2. there- 
fore God'is ſaid ro lay help upon him for poor 
ſinners, 2/Alns 8g. and therefore God is ſaid 
to appoint us to obtain by our Lord Jeſas 
Chrift, r Theſ.5.7. this is everywhere ſpoken 


of inthe Scripture. | | 
3. Godche Father made a ſure Covenant 

with the Lord Jeſus, and agreed with him that 
he ſhould do this great Work of bringing ma- 
ny ſons unto glory. | 

And fo as we may expreſs it to our Capacities 
under the Notion of a Covenant, there were 
ſeveral chings agreed on berween God the Fa- 
ther and Cheiftour Mediatour. 
' 7. They agreed of price what that Ranſom 
ſhonld be that ſhould diſcharge poor ſinners, 


- and make full ſatisfaRion to Gods Juftice ; and {| 


it was agreed that it ſhould be the death and 
blood ſhedding ofthe Lord Jeſus | this is ex- 
: preſſed, 


9d Fathers Covenant with Ch: 


prefled, Heb. 10. where Chriſt ſaith ro God the 
Father, Sacrifice and off ering thow Wouldſt nor 
ng #0 the Law, but in the Volume of thy 
Book it is written of me , Lo 1 cometo do thy wil 
O God, that is, I come to give thee ſatisfaQion 
according to thy own heart by that which we 
agreed upon, My owa death. 

2. They agreed of the time of payment ; 
therefore it is ſaid, © al. 4. when the fulneſs of 
riwe Was come God ſent bis Sor, that is, when the 
time thac was agreed upon between the Father 
and Ckrift, was come, then Chriſt was ſent 
forth, not that Chriſt had time given him be- 
cauſe be was not able co pay our debt before , 
bat Gad ſaw that the fitteſt time, after the 
Church had been ſo long -under Ceremonies 
and hard ſervices, then Chriſt comes forth to 
ſe a Redemption from ſin and thoſe 
ro, that we might ſee more of the great 
Benefics we have by bim. 

3. Ic was agreed what power the Lord Jeſus 
ſhould have to carry on the work of Redemp- 
tion, and «{ power War given to bim,Mat.28.and 
Jobs 17.2. Thou haſt given bies power over all 


fleſh, that be ſhawls give eternal life to 4s many 


& thou baſt given erm; Now Chriſt as God 
had of himfelf power over all things; but now 


as Mediarour, God the Father gives lim pow- 


erover all fleſh, and ſo Epbe/.1.22, God the 
Father is ſaid co have given Chriff ro be Head 
eh over 


LM 
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over all things to the (hnrch ; Now Chrift as 
God'was Head over all things without any gi 
ving of it to him : but Chrift as Mediator bath 
it given to him to be Head over all things to 
the Church, that is, for the benefit of the 
Church, that ſo the Lord Jeſus is the Head ever 
all things, bath command over the good An- 
gels, Devils, men and all creatures for the 
of the Church , whoſe Head heis in another 
manner then he is Head of all chings : ſo I ſay, 
this was agreed char che Lord Jeſus ſhould have 
gniverſal power and dominion for the mana- 
ging of this great Work. 

4, Ic was apreedin this Covenant between 


the Farher and Chriſt, that the fins and failings 


of Chrifts members ſhould not break the Co- 


venant that the Father and Chrift had made | 


for their ſalvation; therefore it is ſaid in that 


89. Pſalm from 23.to 32. that the Covenant | 

ſrould ſtavd faſt with Chrsjt ; and ſaith God, if ' 
Chri(ts children break my Commandementr, 1 | 
Will vifis their Iniquity with a Red, 1 Will kave 


liberty ſaith God, to chaftiſe them and whip 


chem home when they play rhe Prodigals and 


wander from my Houſe: but then it ſhall not 


break the Covenant that they fin againſt me, 
but I'will paraon their iniquitizs, and rewember 


their fins no more, 
Uonon the account of this Covenant betwee 


the Father and Chriſt, the Lord Jeſusis ſaid to 
eraſs | 


{ 
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'' 92 The Fathers Covenant with Chriſt. 
'. truſt Godthe Father as Mediatour, Heb. 2. 13, 
Behold, 1 put my truft in bim : and again,behold 
IT end the children Which God hath given me. 
Chrift as Mediatour trufted God the Father to 
carry him ehrough the great work of his Me- 
diation. ( 2. ) Hetrufted him that he would 
accept of his death. ( 3. ) He trufted him thar 
in the appointed time he would beſtow all the 
Sood things purchaſed by his death upon them 
for whom be died : which good things were 
eſpecially forgiveneſs of ſins, the Spirit,SanRi- 
fication, and eternal life; God tbe Father had 
truſted Chriſt with the falvation of his people, 
with which he wonld not have traſted all the 
Angels in Heaven : and therefore Chrift mighe 
well traſt God the Father in this matter; Chrift 
knew Gods infinite Love to thoſe for whom he 
died, and knew the Covenant berween the Fa- 
ther and him on their behalf, and ſo trufted the 
Father fully in the buſineſs, relying upon the 
love and faithfulneſs of God : his love to the 
Elet, and bis faithfulneſs to keep Covenant 
with him. 


1 
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CHnaP. XIV. 
The Saints Comfort avainſt Death. 


Eath in ie ſelf is the King of Terrours, a 
D very terrible thing, ( 1. ) Init ſelf itis 
part of the curſe, 5 :he dy thoys eateſt rhereof 
thox ſoalt die : thou ſhalt be lyable to tempo» 
ral and eternal' death when 1 pleaſe to.exe- 
cute it ; but indeed Ceath is not kept up to the 
Saints as a curſe, bur as a ſervant to carry them 
home to their Fathers tiouſe. ( 2. ) Death is 
an abhorrency to Nature, that nature dreads it 
exceedingly : it parts the ſoul and body that 
have been ſuch intimate acquaintance, it leaves 
the body tobea dead carcaſs fie for notbing 
but to be laid among the clods of theearth. 
( 3. ) Irs terrible to fleſh and blood , as it de- 
priverh men ofthe comforts of this preſent life; 
it carrieth us from all che comforts of wife,chil- 
dren, friends, eftate.” Sig3ſmund the Empe- 
rour when he was near death , charged them 
that were about him that chey ſhould not anme 
death in his hearing , belike che choughts of it 
were very terrible to him. ( 4. ) Death is ter- 
rible to many mens thoughts in reſpe& of the 
fuddeneſs of it:ſudden death comes ſometimes, 
( 1. ) by a ſadden decay of nature, ſuch Ge. 
es 
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94 Saints Comfort acainſt Death. 
ſes as the Apoplexy may be breeding in the bo- 
dy chat ſhall pluck dowa this earthly Taber. 
nacle in one moment. (2. ) Sometimes by 
Accidents from without, as fire, enemies, falls, 
and the like. (3. ) Sometimes by a ſadden 
ftroak of Gods hand when there is no natural 
cauſe, but men might [ive a great while : Thus 
God cuts off many in the mid of their dayes ;, 
not bur that all mea live to the time appointed 
and ſet down by God ; but that the Lord cuts 
them off from chat time, when chey might ac- 
cording to the courſe of nature live a great 
while-longer ; Thus the Lord ſmote Herod ſud- 
denly wich death ; the hundred and fourſcore 
and five thouſand ofthe Aſſ5r5a»s in one night, 
© ſay 37-36. (5.)The unavoidableneſs of death 
makes it terrible to the thoughts, that the tour- 
et ſpirits ſce they cannot grapple with ir ; wha: 
mas i be that liveth and ſhall not ſee death*who 
cen deliver himſelf from the power of the grave ? 
Pſalm $9.48. Death fetches a General out of 
bis Tent when he lyeth environed wich armed 
men ; Death fetches the Prince out of his Pa- 
hace, goes through all his Life-guard, and none 
can withftznd him : ſo that men of brave and 
ftoue ſpirits have no courage ro deal with 
death, bur their valour is turned into fear and 
amazement. (6.) The pains and pangs of 
denth make it terrible co the thonghts of fleſh 
and blood : rothink what a ftranpge I | 
then 
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Gods holy Law ; but he tels us that Believers 


Saints Comfirt againſt Death. ys 
then will be iathe ſpirits, when the eye-firin 
and heart-ftrings crack , and mancan exerci 
no more his ſpirit and underftanding, (7.) That 
which above all makes death terrible unto ma- 
ny, is the conſequence of it , that after death 
comes the Judgement, the particular day of 
Judgement preſently ; O ſaich many an gawa- - 
kened conſcience, O what (hall I do to appear 
before God ro make up my accourits to him / 
ſo that the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 15. that the 
ſting of acath tu fin, and the [Frength of fin is the 
Law ; that is, that the greateſt {hing of death 
is for a mans fins to be unpardoned,& unforgi- 


| ven, & the ftrength and power that ſin hath ro 


damn is from the Law , that ic is the breach of 


are freed from the damning power of fin, and 
from the curſes of the Law through Chrift Je- 
ſus; as terrible as death is to nature, fleſh and 
blood, and to a man char fears hell, becauſe . 
it is the day of execution to all that are out of 
Chrift ; yet a Saint may look upon death with' - 
comfort ; for though it be a dark entry , yet it 

leads to our Fathers Houſe Where are evany 
Aan/ons, though it be a rough pailage, yet it 
lands us fafe in Heaven; infinite advantage 
comes to a Believer by death. ( 1. ) Perfet 


- . enjoyment of God the Father, Son and Holy 


Ghoft, the fight of whoſe bleſſed face ſhall fill 
us in Hegvea with unconceivable joy for ever. 
| | S ( 3. ) Clear 


Saints Comfort azainſt Death. 
( 2. ) Clear underftanding of God, bis Grace 


and the myfterie of all his dealings with. us in 


the world ; now we ſce al theſe darkly, but the 
Apoſtle ſaith, then we {ball te face to face ; now 
how poor and confuſed is our knowledpe.; bow 
little a portion know we of tne Almighty, and 
of his Grace to us { then all will be clear. 
( 3: ) Freedom from ſin, which though ic doth 
not raign in Believers now, yetthen ic ſhall nor 
in the leaft remain, bur they ſhall be Holy 
throughout. { 4. ) Freedom from afMiiQions 
whereof all Gods children are partakers more 
or leſs in their Pilgrimage.  ( 5. ) Freedom 
from all Temptations either to ſin or for ſin. 
( 6. _) Spiritual and full enjoyment of the 
Saints, and not of Saints in their weakneſſes 
and miſtakes, which yer we in our Pilgrimage 
do rightly judge to be a gteat mercy ; bur then 
we ſhall enjoy communion with Saints, full of 
the Spirit, Saiors made perfet ; Many parti- 
culars might be added to theſe, which ſhall be 
omitred for brevities ſake , but ewo queſtions 
muſt here be. briefly reſolved. | 
Queft, t . How comes it to paſt that many natu- 
ral men will ofren wiſh they were dead, and many 
tice die like lambs, and ethers murder thers- 
felves ? - | | 
_eAnſw, 1. Irs ſeldom a real deſire thar ig- 


norant people have to die , bur a ſinful cufto- 


on. { 2; ) Ifthey be in goodear- 


- Mary expre wy. 
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Saints Comfort againſt detth; 99 . 
nell,it ariſeth from ignorance. (1 )- Tgn62" 
rance, what a ſerious thing it is ro die .(2 )Ig- 
norance of their own condition;tbey think they 
are in Chriſt, and that ſo death will be an end 
of all troubles to chem. . { 3 )Jgnorance of the 
eorments of hell, as if they were nor greater” 
then the troubles they have here for which 

ghey wiſh themſelves dead. { 3 ) Thoſe thar- 
murder themſelves, are either ſo difraRed by 
exceſs of Melancholy , or ſo dejeQed by ſome 
outward croſſes, or ſo overwhelmed with de- 
ſpair, or ſo confounded in their undeeſtandings 
by Satan, that they are not able ro pur forth 
ſcarce a ſerious or rational thought, buc are car- 
ried with a ftrange confuſion, and huvry of 

thoughts into any thing. 

2. Butthen ir will be asked. Why many pra- 
tious perſons Rem to be wonderfully afraid of 
death before'it come, and die with very lictle 
Comfort ſeemingly upon their !pirits, bur ra- 
cher trouble ? | 

eAnſw.1.S0 far as a Saint 1s fleſh and blood, 
and ſo far as there is corruption in him, ſo far 
death will be terrible ro h'm; yet inthe mean 
while the regenerate partin him deſire; to be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chrift, as that which 
isþeft of all; bur as R3ley ſaid when be came 
to die, T am nor afraid; bur the fleſh will have 
i's courſe, . (2 ) A Saint knoweth more then 
other men what a ſerious thing ir is ro die; be 
H con» 


- 


* os Saints Comfort againfþ death. 
 confidereth the account that is to be given to 
God, and the ftrairneſs of the way that lead- 
eth to eternal Life , and many times is not ſo 
aſſured of Gods love in Chrift ,and this damps 
his ſpirit as to death. (3) Though a Saint ſome- 
time ſeems to be unwilling to die,yet before the 
Lord takes them away he uſually makes them 
not only willing but deſirous to die, to be 
with Chrift, and that is a wonderful ching 
how God can in one moment turn the ſcales in 
theſe things, and make that Saint that 
even now trembled at the thoughts of death , 
now to ſay, Lord, bere am 1, When Wile thou 
ſend for me bowe ? This the Saints have ſome- 
times experience of, (4) Their Comfort at 
death may be damped mucb, and ſeeming trou- 
ble appear to ſranders by through ſome ſecrer 
ſtrong temptations of Saran, or through vio- 
lence of their diſeaſe. ee a, 
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-,A;e0 the Corinthians His firſt Argument is, v.1 30 


- Lord. © Hisfecond Argument is in the 14. 
at the laſt ; thereis muchintbaty if God 
| H 2 will 


Holineſs of Belivvery, wn 
Cray. XV. 


The Holineſs of Beliervers. 


Olineſs is moſt properly to be urged up- 

on Believers more then upon natural 

men ; the great thing and the firſt thing that 

they are to do, is to believe in Chrift, and ab 

ter they arein Chrfi, then they are to beur. # 
ged to walk holily in bim. Believers are to be 

holy both in ſoul and bedy, not only inthe | 

thoaghbts of their hearts, bur in all the aRions F 

of the outward man : The Apoſtle Pawlurg- Þ 
eth the holineſs of the outward man, of the bo» 


dy as well as the heart, by fix es, al; f 
laid down in the ſixth chapter of the firtevile I 


How the body is not for fornication bu for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body, thatis , the | 
Lord he is for the body of believers as well. as 
the ſoul : he hath a care of their bodies, of 
their outward man,and beftowes many mercies 
apon the ontward man, and therefore faith the 
Apoflle, there is all the reaſonin the world thae 
the body, the outward man ſhould be for the 


verſe;he ſaith,that God will raiſe up owy bodies 


” avO Holineſs of Believars.. 
- willat[zftraiſe up the bodies of Believers,and 
plorifie them,” and make them like to Chrifts 
clorious body:O, how ſhould they plorifieGod 
with rheir bodies now in the mean while 1 His 
third Argument is, Fhat our bodies are the mens- 
bers of Chrij?, v.15. His fourth Argumentis , 
That ear boaces are the temples of the boly Ghoſt , 
v. 19.His fifr Argumentis, That we ave nat oxr 
oWs, neither bodies nor ſouls,v.19. His laſt ar- 
gument is, fh4rwe are bought With a price,v.20. 
All-cheſe Arguments are very ftrong for a Be- 
lievers-pionifying of God with his body as well 
235 with his ſou}, doth which are the Lords. 

-* Several Arguments may be brought for the 
Saiats holineſs in general, as ( 1 ) the Grace - 
of God in Chrilt ſhould be ſuch a prevailing 
[Argument to holineſs, that where there is any 
Goſpel-ingenui:y, we ſhould reaſon as the A- 
pottie doth. We were dead,and we judge that 
Chriſt having died for us to ſave us, that its but 
reaſon we ſhould live to him ſaith be in thar 
place,2Cor.5.14,15.the love of Chriſt conſtrains 
#5 f-:>5,the word (ipnifies it keeps in, it ftsps, 
retains, bridfes : we have corrupt and wicked 
hearts by nature, but when a man comes to be 
in Chritk, che love of Chrift doth bridle cor- 
ruptioo, it puts a mighty ftopeo it. (2) Sin 
$ contrary to the work of God upon the heart 
of 2 poor creature when he converts him to 
Jeſus Chrift, (3, Allfinisa Ins 
bas —_ 0 


Holineſs of Believers. Lot 
of Gods holy Law, i 7ob.3.4. ard that ia 
| Preax Matter. (4) Sin is contrary fÞ 
one great end of Chrifts coming, which was ro 
deſtroy the Works cf the devil, 1 John3.5. 
Epk.5 25.26. Tirm 2.14, . (5). Sinsof 
Believers barden natural men, ard emboſden 
them in their fios,when they ſeerhem thar have 
knowledge, and; profeſs Religion;to do ſugh 
thiogs. ... (6.) Chrift that is our bead, is 
holy; that is one. of the Apoſtles Arguments 
why: we ſhould be; holy... 1 Fodx 3.5, inhim 
ſaickhe, is no fn;'in Chriſt yaurhens, ©, {tyive 
to. be like- bim. - ( 7) God dwcls amgog 
his people in-an intimate. way: of, preſtnge:: 
| Nap. 5-1,2,3- | There ſhall nd pychean thing fie 
fon among you; breauſe rbe Lerd dwelt tn the 
w3d/t of you : "This:is a ſtrong; Argument, the 
-hearcs. of Beligyers are as i; were. the preſegge 
Chamber of the King of Glaxy :;.. ud ſhall 
ne they be ſwegt-and.clean ? (87 Sin11s, = 
traryto the uſe chac Believers: are dtligned/50 
inthe worid;chey ate to be lights dfithe world: 
: in'makes chem bur d rk Lanthornsztbey are-tp 
be the falr of; the earth to keep the. wopid rom 
.nking and puttifyiop. (9 ) , 'God hath 
-glory from others dy the holinek af bis people; 
;when they ſeclbair igoed Works, they. glerijie cup 
Father whichirdp kr aten; ( 19);Sindarkens the 
foul, and bingers.tc ig its cormuygjen With God. 
\ [There are:fpmergrruptions inthe: deureaof 
z H 3 £5 


I02 Holineſs of Believers: 


Believers that do exceedingly diſmay them as 

if chey would never be F ddued. Sons of 
Amnak indeed, that we and all our graces look 
but like graſhoppers in compariſon of thoſe 
great Goliubs, but God that at firſt infuſed 
fach gracious qualities ang habits , when we 
_ were ſtarkdead in treſpaſſes and fins; how ea- 
fily can he ſubdue the ftrongeft corruprions in 
our hearts that believe ! God that firſt con» 
verted Pay! when he was in his ful ſpeed againſt 
Chriſt, can pluck out the chorn in the fleſh, 
2 Cor. 12.7, 8, 9. Hetels bim that bis Grace 
wes ſufficient for im ; There are many things 
_ that Believers ſhould have in their eye, as to 
holineſs , as, (1)to avoid Tempration. (2)Get 
ſound Repentance for former fins, which may 
prevent much in for the future. (3) Take 
heed to che word, as our Rule in all our walk- 
ings, Pſal.119. (4) Pray fervently and im- 
portunately againſt every luft. (5) Bot 
above all at faith ;, pur forch your faith upon 
'the Lord Jeſus for the ſubduing of corruption; 
the heart ,and ſo alfothe life is purified by faich 
in him, A@, 15.9. Iris not a mansreſolu- 
tions and yows againſt ſin - ic is not the aufie. 
rity of che Papifts, it is nor the doing of ſo ma- 
ny outward things chat will kill a corruption 
in the heart, but Chriſt believed on in the 
hezrt. Forby faith, (1) we are ingraffedin- 
to Chriſt as our ſtock, thas ſo we may grow up. 
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Holineſs of Believers? 02 

on a new root, that by faith, as Jobs 15.1,2,3) Þ 
4,5, weare implanted into Chrift, Now & 
the Branch cannot bear fruit of it ſtif , except it © 
abide in the vine, no more Can We except We 
abide in him; (2) By faith we get ſome Þ} 
hope and courage againft ſin that it (hall be } 
ſubdued, and are freed from thoſe fears that | 
cut off endeayours and fink the ſaul. (3) By ' 
Faith a ſqul is enabled to apply, pleade and ar- 
cue the promiſes thac are made apainft the 
prevailing of ſin in Believers, of which ſort 
there are many inthe word , as fer.31.31,32. 
Ezck. 36.26,27- Row. 6.14, (4) Byfaith 
we receive the Spirit from Chrift, which is he 
that can mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, the | 
frrongeft corruptions in the world. (5) Yea if 
we have not ſo much holineſs in the outward | 
bulk, yet it gives much comfort to a ſoul when 


flow from unton with Chrift, and that ſuch a 
_— was mortifyed meerly by faith in | 
Chrift. . | 
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Of the data of Believers 11E9 
( hureh- fellowſhip. 


þ 7 oo ebinp hach been wofully miſtaken 
and negteRed , that there is no diffec- 
EnCe in mott places berween withinand with- 
out, beween the Church and the World, 
(2.) ir is the duty ofall chat canto joyn them- 
ſelves to igme Church of Saints for communi-« 
90, as Pau when he was conyerted a{4)ed to 
SELM14 e/f ro the Diſciples, Ac.9. (3.) We 
are not to thay to be put into Church: arder by 
the Lars of the Magiftrate, ſeeing Chrift who 
«the Headuf the Cane bath appointed the 
order of hx Houſe , the art Churches embo- 
Hed and walked in Church: fellowſhip when the 
Magiftrate was again!t chem and perſecuted 
them : uſually choſe chat fray while the Magi- 
ſtrate ſe:tles things in the Churgh,will ſubmit ro 
any thing righr or wrong that the Magiſtrate 
ſhall appoint, ( 4.) There are many Privi- 
ledges of Believers joyned in Church fellow» 
ſhip, enjoying the Ordinandes in Chriſts way, 
and watching over one another, comforting 
one another, yea ſuch a preſence of God as we 
ſeldom 


Chnrch. fellowſhip, ,. 105 
ſeldom find out of it ; hence it is ſaid, that 5» 
his Temple, that is, bis (hrrch ever) one ſpeaks 
of bis Glory, Pialm 29. 9. Gol 15 known in Si- 
6xs Palaces for a Kefuge Pſalm 48.243. 1 amlike 
a greer. Tree in the Howſe of God, which Houle 
i bis Cimrch, Plalm 52.8. In Fudah s God 
ROW, bis Name £5 great FT. ITijpacl . 1 Salem 
alſo is bis Tabernacle, his dwelling place in Sion. 
Plalm 76.1,2. Bleiſed are they that dwell mm thy 
Howe, they Will be ſfill praiſing thee. They ſhall 
meet with ſuch bleſſed communion with God, 
P/ulm $4.4. However thoſe that are in Church- 
tejlow(hip may noc find all this through the 
deadnelſs and formality of their hearts: 'yet all 
this proviſion is in Gods Houſe. (5.) There 
is no Rule for partaking of the Lords Supper 
but in Church-fellowſhip : che Lords Table is 
fo ſtand in his Houſe , which is a Church of 
Saints. ( & )-To find out the way of Church 
fellowſhip and Goſpel-order , the way is not 
co go unto Antiquity, unleſs we go as bigh''as 
the Apotties dayes ; though ſomerhing-may be 
gathered co clear'the Congregational way 
from the ficſt centuries, bur afterwards: ſuper- 
ficion ard ignorance came in like a Flood: > it 
Hach been the time of the. Beaſts Raign,and Sa- 
cans being.looſe to deceive the Nations ':” and 
. therefore'ſay not The former days were berrer: 
thentheſe ; what a dark mid-night wasit in 
wickliffe time, 1371, and io Fobn Aafſe's 'rime 
| when 
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Church-fcllomſhip, 


whea he was condemned 2 who would frame 


chings now according to the way of the profeſ- 
ſiag pacty of the world in thoſe times 2 and 
what were the Biſhops times when we were ſo 
__ with ſuperftition, chat as a godly 
man ſaith, the Table was an Altar, the Miniſter 
was a Prieft,and the Sacrament was a Sacrifice, 

and there wanted nothing to be added to it bur 
the Name of Maſs, and to call it the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs ; there are many Promiſes in the 
Scripture that there ſhall be much lighe in the 
laſt dayes, Knowledge ſhall abound, ( 7.) A 
particular Church is a company of viſible Saints 
thae join themſelves voluncarily together to 
enjoy the Ordinances of the Lord Jeſus among 
themſelves,and to build up one another in their 
moſt holy faith : this appears by the Epiftles to 
the Church of Rowe, Corixth, Epheſus & thereſt, 
where they are called Saintr, faicbfwi,Brothren , 
ſaniTified in Chrijt Fe/ns, ſuch as the Lord had 
begun good Work, 3x, Phil. 1.6,7. The Apoftle 
facth it was meet to think ſo: of every member 
of that Church :yea, he calleth che members of 
the Church of the The ſſa/onians Ele, 1 Thel, 
I. 4. and giveth the Reaſon, ver.'5. becanſe 
thet the Goſpel came to theme not in word only, but 

with power and the Holy Ghoft and much aſſu- 
raxce-3 not bur char in choſe Churches there 
might be fome chac in che fight of God mighe 
de unbelievers z bur when they were taken in- 
co 
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Charch-fellowſhip. :10 5 : nn, 


| to thoſe Churches, they had ſuch knowledgy 


and Grace, that ſo far as the Church could 
judge,they could own them to be eFecually 
called. Many (hifrs may be found our to with- 
ftand the Truth, but ( if the Epifties to the 
Churches be weighed, 8nd che practice of the 
Apoſtles in the firft Churches) they are of no 
weight, (8. ) Whatſoever corruption crept 
iato the Church of Corinth, & other Churches, 


doth no way alter the caſe; for they were all | 


viſible Saints when they were fir{t gathered; 
and the 1nceſtwous perſon and ſuch were to be 
Excorumunicated, 1 Cor,5. elſe their Church+ 
Rate would ſoon bave been deftroyed ; for ſuch 
leaves would ſoon have leavered the whole 
{smp ; and though that inceftuoas perſon .was 
ſuffered a while, yet upon the Apoſtſes writing 
to them he was caſt out; and God ſo bleſſed 
that dreadful Ordinance of Excommunication 
to him that he-repented and wastaken in againz 
And for their diſorders at the Lords Supper, 
they ſo repented and reformed apon the write 
ing of thar Epiſtle, that the Apoſtle cbarges 
them not with choſe diſorders, in his ſecond E- 
pifle co chem: yea, the Apoſtle in his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians , giveth chem great 


commendations as Ch.7. 12,13, 14: Ch.g. 14, 
be ſpeaks ofthe exceeding Greece of God in thews 


(9.)The. more evidence of Grace and ſatisfac- 
tion in every member , the: purer che Church 
is 
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profefion of Religion ; how many either hold 
fundamental Errors, or are pgroſly ignorant, or 
are prophane,and ſcoffers a& the Spirit of Gag 
and power of podlineſs? yet the Apoſtle gi- 
yeth a direHon to Timothy to teach the Church 
what they ſhould doin caſe of profeſſion, thae 
if men have a Form of goa/zxe/s , and deny the 
poWver of it, declare themlelves plainly by their 
converſations to haveno Grace intheir hearts, 


11.) The creepingin of .corfapt members 
into Churches, the-beſt Churches, is ſo far from 
being an'Argutnient to jay aſide aſl-Rules and 
care of the Church in admictiop metnbers, that 
irs a'Frong Argument to purt-them upon all 
Chriftian care 3 if: many enemies ger into 
the Garriſon, when every manthat cometh ik 
is queftioned, what-will there bewhen there's 
no watch nor careatul{ ? becauſe that Belje- 
yers after all cheir watching; paayiug and belies 
Ving have ſome ſal weakneſſes, ſhould they 
* nepktR all care anftity ? this: were a ſtrange 
'Arpiment , Nay batcherefore Watch 4-4 pray, 
-2ndftrive andbelſeve for” power-againſt' cor 
ruption,” ( 12. )*TThe way-to Tome our''of 


Joyning cogether as a Church of Chrift'upon 
good fatisfaction of one Jdnothers Grace, = 
ta 0 


$ at its firſt gathering. ( 10.) Moſt people. 
amongſt us make not fo much as an outward 


he bids us from ſuch to turn away, 3 Tim, 3.5. 


Gnftfioninto-Cherch- order?is by: godly mens - 
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Church- fellowſhip. 


lo to chuſe their Officers that are to be theip- 
Overſeers in the Lord ; the choice of whom by 
che Church is part of their liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made them free ; that ſociety of 
people is no longer fit to be called a Church 
that muſt have their '\fficers impoſed on them. 


(13. ) In the common way there is little like 


Church«llowſhip; inſtead of watching over 
one another to keep one another up, there is 
watching for one anothers halting & rejoycing 


in them ; inftead of Heavenly Diſcourie,ſwear- . 


ing and curſing. ( 14. ) Though the genera- 
lity of people amongtt us do not in words deny 
Chriſt and the Do&rine of 'the Goſpel, but in 
words apreeto it, aSitisthe Religion of their 
country commonly here orofeſſed, ver they no 
otherwiſe profeſsit then they would do any 
other Religion, it it ſhould be publiquely com- 
manded ; as the main Body in King Henry the 


eiphthsrime, ard Edwar:ithe fixt, Q. Aary - 


and Q. Elizberh, turned four times in twelve 
years : therefore let not wiſe and gracious men 
lay weight upon ſuch a ſandy verbal Profeſſion 
6f men, that hath no {i2ns accompanying it of 
race and lincerify 1n <beir hearts.(15.) When 
Believers enter into Church-tellowſhip , what 
can be laid againſt z Haly Covenant, thereby 


. proteſting and declaring the fu}l nurpoſes of 


their hearts, to walkin All the OcCinances of 
Chrift, and in the fellowſhip of that Church as 
Cod 


109 


Py ” = 
Cunenplet ans n Sn  remnens as _ 


x10 Charch-felowſhip. 
God ſhall give them light , aſſiſtance and op- 
portunicy 3 ſuch engagergents in all Politique 
Bodies have their uſe. ( 16.) Although living 
together be convenient for thoſe that joyn in 
Church-fellowſhip,eſpecially ſome of them for 
to manage Church Aﬀairs, that they may be 
alwayes preſent ; yer rather then to live with- 

out the Ordinances all our dayes in a way fa- 

tisfying co our own conſciences, we may joyn 

to the neareſt Churches till God open a door 
of opportunity for us at home. (17. ) The 
Church is not the Officers,but the Body of the 
Saints, As 15.4. And When th'y were come to 
Jeruſalem, they were received of the Charch, and 
of the Apoſtles and Elders , ſo that the Apoftles 
and Elders were not counted the Church : and 
Ver. 23. then it pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders 
With the whole Church; ſothe Apoſtle in bis 
Epiſtles to Rome, Corinth, and the reft, calleth 
the Body of the Saints the Church; I know not 
how any Officers of the Churches can be the 
Church Repreſentative as ſome phraſe it,except 
they be Deputed 8n41 apyoiaced by a Church to 

be cheir Meſſengers co tranſaR any buſinels for 

them and in their ſtead ; and of M=ſſengers of 
the Churches in that ſenſc wwe read in the Scri- 

pture. ( 18. ) If tha: one thing were done 

among the godly in the N4ton, that viſible 

Saints embodied together 2::d choſe their Ofi- 


| cers (0 89 out before them inthe Lord ; - 
otner 
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Church-fellow(bip. II1 
other differences about the power of particula? 
congregations and the jurisdition of Synods 
and the like , would cither by light or love 
among the Churches be ſweetly compoſed; bur 
while many godly Minifters ſtand ſo fff npon 
their former ordination, that will look for no 
ſdlemn Call from thoſe Churches they count 
chemſelves Paſtors of, and obſerve no way of 
admiſfion of members co maintain,purity, and 
will manage all by themſelves as it were with- 
out either preſence or conſent of the Church , 
it may be a great inconvenience and hinder 
communion of their and other Churches, which 
mighe elfe more comfortably own one aro- 
thers Church ftate notwithftanding other diffe. 
rences ; thoſe things are urged by the New En- 
gland men with many Arguments ; and that of 
the holineſs of thoſe that afe to be admitted 
into Churches, is excellently defended by Mr. 
Cotton in that Book of hiscalled The Holineſ$ 
of Charch members , in which he anſwers all 
chat is uſually brought againſt it; fo that he 
that would with ſmall expence either of money 
ortime ſee that point cleared, that may get that 
Book: (19.) To ſay that there hath been true 
Churches in E»gland heretofore, no way pro- 
veth that there is a true Church in every Pa- 
riſh, for though there might be true Churches 
in ſome Pariſhcs, it doth not follow that there- 
fore there was in all : and becauſe that there 
Was 
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was a Church in ſuch a place a hundred years: 


ago, it doth not follow that therefore there 
is now : for God giveth Churches a bill of di- 
vorce many times ; what is become of the 
Churches of 4/4,the Church of Rowe > Hath 
not the Lord taken away their Church-ftate ? 
yer Rowe fhil holdeth Chriſt that died ar Jers- 
ſalew to be the true Chrift , the denial only of 
which ſome conceive will only unchurch a peo- 
ple, and not their prophaneſs and wickedneſs 
otherwayes; be it never ſo great; a very ſtrange 
notion it is; but the Lord threatens to unchurch 
the Church of Epbe/ws for other grounds , be- 
ſides ſuch groſs Infdelicy,as was intimated; yea 
though they had many excellent things in 
them, yet Revel.2 ,4,5. 1 have [om what againſt 
thee becau/e thow haſt left tby firſk love, rve- 
member therefore from Whence thos art fallen, 
«nd repert,axd ao thy firſt Works, or elſe I will 
come wnto thee quick'y and remove thy Candle- 
fhick out of its place,except thow repent, where we 
may obſerve to our preſent purpole, ( 1.) That 
God doth ſometimes remove a peoples Church 
ſtate ; for ſo I think all acknowledge that by 
Canaleſtich is meant their Church-ftare, for the 
ſeven Candleſticks were the ever Churches , 
Revel.1.20. ;( 2. ) It ſhews us plainly , thar 
though a people do not deny Chrift that died 
at 7erw/alery to be the true Chrift, but out- 
wardly acknowledge and own him; yet if be 
Church 
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Church penerally leave their firſt love, and 
= formal and carna!, that there is to be 
en no difference between them aad unrege- 
nerate men , God will uochurch them, will 
own them no more ( after ſome cime of his pa- 
ticnce and waiting for their Repentance ) to be 
a Church and houſe of his. (3) That 
God doth not uſe to ſtay generations before te 
unchurch a people that fall off from him;for he 
ſaith in this place, he will come quickly to re* 
move bs Cavdleſtich, except they repent. God 
will not have Churches now look for ſuch for: 
bearance as the Church of che Jews, which 
was an extraordinary thing, and notto be pa- 
ralleld;but ſaith he, I come quickly, not to wait 
now many hundred years as I did upon the 
people of Iſrae},(20) Although the Officers 
of Churches have a power of order, yet they 
bave not all Church-power , for the Church 
of Cori:th were to conſent to put forth that 
Church a&t of excommunicating the inceftu- 
ous perſon, 1 Cor.5.4, Though ſome office® 
for order-ſake be the mouth of the Church in 
the manaping of it ; they are by moft allowed 
ro chooſe cheir own officers, without whicli 
they ſhould fall ſhort of the priviledpe of mot 
ſocieties and relations in the world ; and this is 
ſome a&t of power that moſt oraiit is ſeated i2 
the Chnrch: and thus was an Apoſtle choſen; 
Act, 1, and the Deacons, AF. 6.3. and ©1- 
7 des 


x14 Canrcn-fellowſbip. 
ders, A&.14.23- Jn that Synod: they were 
not chole neither by Magiſtrates or by the Offi- 
cers of the Churches only , but by the body of 
rhe Church, 4#.15.2,3.and ſo when any great 
affairs are to be tranſated with another 
 Church,the perſons commonly called the Mel- 
ſenpers of the Churches are ſent not only by 
che Officers, but by che whole Chuxch, 48.15. 
23. 2 Cor.8.19. and theſe do repreſent the 
Church indeed from which they are ſent;there- 
fore he ſaith in. that place. wer/# 24. ſhew ye 
cothem, and before the Churches the proof of 
your love; to ſhew that what is done before 
them when they are thus delegated and ap- 
pointed by che Churches, is done before theſe 
Churches; and the Church muft ſay co 4r- 
chiz2n:, Take heed to the Miniftry which thou 
haft received of the Lord, and fulfill it., Co/.4. 
17. bur for a man to come only by a Patronin- 

fo a place that he looks upon as a Church, and 
is not ſolemnly choſen by them, and then will 

take ail Church-power to himſelf, is far from 

being according to Rule. (21) Believers may 

_ Join rogether in Church- fellowſhip , chough 
they do not agree tn every thing, if they agree 
in the main: Churches gathered upon rigid 
Principles of uniformity in every thing makes 
way for breaches : if men be ſound in' the faith, 
and not of turbulent but peaceable Spirits , 
fore miſtakes about leſfer matters may be born 
: VO 
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with wntil God ſhall reveal theſs things unte * 


them. (22) Its obſervable that godly 
Minifters in moſt parts of the. nation Foo 
more and more to be unſatisfied with the com- 
mon way of taking 3ll to the Lords Table ; 
thouph yet they differ What is the way of Re- 
formation ; bur this ſervech not only to coun» 
renance the peaceable and ſober ſeparation that 
is praiſed by ſome, but promiſeth much chat 
God will reveal theſe truths of diſcipline ifiore 
fully then hitherto : we know that the godly 
in the Biſhops cimes fixſt began co ſcruple one 
Ceremony, and then another,and fo light came 
in by degrees,it is a good thing to ſee thar mer 
cannot bear ſuch prophaning of Gods Oydi- 
nances, a5 hath been amongſt us, and chat they 
labor for purity of ordinances, though they d & 
not preſently come into Goſpel-order in eve.ty 
thing. ( 22) The Paftors of the Churghes 

muſt be godly. EEE | 
It is a greater miſchief then many are. aware 
of, that many that are publique Prcach.ers, ahd 
count themſelves Paſtors of Churches,are not 
gracious men; yea by thoſe that put chem intg 
that work, and thoſe that ſit under their Mi. 
niftry , it is not regarded whether they be goad- 
ly,only that they bave ſome leathing ard parts. 
.C 1) - Febn21;15,16, 17. Chrift ſaitht 
Peter, L oveſt tha me? then feed my Lambs: 
Chrift 6cth xigt fend others' co ed his Lithbs 
$ | thit 
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chat neither love him nor them. ( 2) Mind 
the deſcription of a Paſtor or Biſhop which arc 
all one. 17599.3t He muſs be ſober ,no drun- 
kard, apt toteach from ſome gifts of knowledge 
andutrerance that God hath beſtowed upon 
him : he faith, be muſt not be greedy of filtby 
LZacre : Oh how many have entred upon the 
miniſtry meerly for filthy Lucre to get a li- 
vinglbe ſaith, he muſt not be a Novice,N+%urc, 
a young plant in Chriſt , he muſt not be one 
thatis newly coaverted,chen furely he muſt not 
be one that is not converted at all. (3)The 
Duty of a Paftor requireth it alſo, as it is ſer 
_ down, 1Tim3.5. thatheis totake gave 
of the Church of G oa:now a natural man hateth 
the Saints of God, and will ſooner devour 
and make bavock of the Cunrcb of God, then 
take care to preſerve and comfort, and help it ; 
Þ they are ſaid, Aeb.13.17. to Watch for the 
peoples ſouls, And how can they do this thar 
do nod watch over their own ſouls ? (4) We 
may con{ider alſo what rules the Apoſtle gives 
to Tits; abour rhis buſineſs. 711.1-8, He ſaich, 
that they that are called to this office, muſt be 
Lovers of good meri, and that none can be bur 
a Saint ;, hereby We krow that we are paſſed from 
death to life, sf we love the Brethren, and he 


faich alſo, chat he muſt be boly,i2©, the @me | 


word that is uſed, 49: 13. 35. eoncerning 
Chrift;and verſe 9. be ſaith be qalifit þe one'thar 
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will hold faſt the faichfull word, which there is 
no hopes that wicked men ſhould do when 
perſecution ariſeeh becauſe of the word. 
(5 ) Men that are not vilibly Saints and cal- 
led, are not to be members of a Church, not- 
withſtanding any parts and accompliſhments 
they may have, much lets ſhould they be Pa- 
tors of Churches. (6) A carnal Mini- 
ſer .aſcribes all to his parts and learning in his 
work, and not to the ability ther God giveth, 
I Per.4.11, and fo God hath notthe glory. 
(7.) The Scriptore ſaith that the prayers of the 
wicked are an abomination tQ the Lord, and a 
ftinch in his Noftrils.( 8) Though many of them 
may have good parts, and may be feeming- 
ly ſound in the matters of Religion, yer we 
bave no ground to think that they will conti- 
nue ſound, becauſe the Scripture ſaith, char 
becauſe they have received the truth not inthe 
Loveand power of it, God Will fend men ſtrong 
deluſions, 2 Theſſ.2. (9) Though Chrift 
ſent 7#dx , yet he was never a Paftor of a 
Church of Saints, and he was outwardly a 
Sainr, ſo in the eſteem of the Apoſtles ; and 
Chrift did it not for our imitation. Chrift limits 
us, though we muſt not limit bim, and there 
is a particular Reaſon given of it that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled, (106) Chrifts 
words concerning hearing the Phatiſes that fit 


ta Moferchair, was rather a diſpenſation then 
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an injun&ion; and its one thing to hear occa- 
ſionally, and another thing to fir down under a 
"mans Kiriftry ; and it was. only upon ſome 
poin:s ab9ut the Law, not in all things, for they 
raughe that Chrift was the Prince of Devils, 
and a Deceiver; leaſt of all did, Chrift counte- 
nance their Miniſtry in theſe words, to be good 
and lawfull ; for ſee how Chriſt inveigheth 
againſt thoſe Phariſees, Mare 15, as if he 
he had deen made up of inveRives. (11) The 
Apoftle, 1 Cor. 2.14. baving ſpoken in the 
veeſe before of the ſpiritual man judging all 
things and he himſelf is judged of none, pro- 
pounJs chat queſtion, #/ho hath known the mind 
of the Lord that he may inſtrult him? By him 
is meant the fpiricus| man; for of him heis 
ſpeaking, not of inftrufting the Lord, bur ſaith 
he, We have the mind of Chriſt, and there- 
fore can inſtruct them unto edification, ſo rhen 
this Argament is taken from their inſufficiency 
for the work, that a natural mancannot reach 
a Saint whois above him. (12) Sothe 
Apoltle, 2 Tim. 2.6. ſpeaking of Miniſters, 
uſeth chat compariſon, the busbendman that la- 
Sour eth muſt firſt be partaker of the fynits of the 
earth , How elſe can be fow? So hath a Mi- 
nifter need to. be partaker of ſome experience 
pf the blood of Chriſt and: comforts of the 
Spirit ; How elſe can he preach Chrift feelingly 
and powerfufly unto others ? (13) _ 
ce 
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ſee whom God hath uſed for converſion. Thoſe 
that went under the name of Pyritans andNon» 
conformifts in the Biſhops tires, and go now 
under many more narcnes in the world; but it is 
wich thofe that are his ſervants that he is pre- 
ſent: it is tothem that be yy th Promiſed to bleſs 
what they pur their ffands unto, and to be with 
them to the end of the worid; ir is not whac 
God can do, or ſometimes bath done : for we 
muſt not limit him; but whether the Lord hath 
appointed the preaching of wicked men as an 

rdinance of his for converſion of ſinners, or 
the building up of Saints.( 14)In other things 
that are nor of that concernment that this is, 
men will not truft thoſe that have not experi- 
ence; as in Phyſick, though a man hath read 
ſeveral Phyſick books, 2:d is able to define 
diſeaſes, and to talk pretty well, yet you will 
not chooſe ſuch an one to be your Phyſician if 
be want experience; mach leſs ſhould you truſt 
that man with your foul that bath only read 
ſome Divinity books, and fo is able to ſpeak 
ſomething, if he have no experience of the 
power and ſweetneſs of the truths of God 
himſelf. W\>n- 
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CHar XVEL. 
I tie right uſe of the Law, 


"THE Lzw weare ſpeaking of is the moral 

Law, the ten Commandments, with 

wee comment and expolicion is upon it in the 
Scripture. 

This Law is of excellentuſe. (1) It diſcoe 
vereth to us the holineſs of God, that he would 
| have his creatures live according to rule, and 
' not in finand Confuſjon. (2) It ſerverh to 
diſcover fin tro men, Rows. 57. 7. and to this 
ecd all areto get knowledge of the Law, Row. 
7.1. and weare often to examine our hearts 
and lives by the Law, and to know the Lawin 
the ſpirituality of it, that we may ſee ſpiritual 
and ſecrer ſins. (3) The Law ſerves to awaken 
the conſciences of natural men with the fear 
of hell and damnation, and co ſet them more 
{ ſeriouſly to look after their eternal condition 5 
: Gut thoſethar are in Chriſt they are not to fear 
' Hell by the Law, becauſe they are freed by 
Cariſt rom the damning power of it. (4) The 
Law rightly underſtood, will ſhew a ſoul an 
atter {mpoſſibilicy chat ever he ſhould get life 
by 'own works and righteonſneſs , for the Law 
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abey, admits of no repentance, neither will be 
ſatisfied to infli& temporal puniſhments and 
aflitfons, but throws the ſinner into hell, and 
lays him up there for ever, except the ſoul hath 
intereſt by Faith in the perfect righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt which fully anſwereth the Law. (5) To 
Believers the Law may be a conſtant help 
ro thankfulneſs : they ſee the ſtrength of ſon, 
I Cor, 15.56, 57. that is, the power that ſin 
hath co damn, is from the Law, becaule it is the 
breach of Gods holy and righteous Law: now 
' to ſee how Chriſt hath delivered them from all 
the curſes and damning power of the Law,this 
may make them cry out, 7 baxks be to God that 
bath given ua the viftory through Jeſus (brift 
our Lord, (6) The Law is taken into the 
| hands of Chrift, and is made a rule for Be- 
lievers to walk by ; the Believers Salvation or 
Damnation doth-not depend upon his obedi- 
ence or diſobedience to the Law, for he is freed 
from the Law as a Covenant of Works; yet be 
is not freed from duty and filial obedience; bat 
the Law, as it isa rule of obedience ftands in 
force, and is to be obeyed by all Believers, Se- 
veral reaſons to prove it. (1) Chriſt ex- 
pounds the Law , at. 5. and clearcth up 
the ftrictneſs and ſpiricualicy of the Law more, 
(2) Elfe the breaking of the Law would be 
90 ſin. which would bea monſtrous opinion, 
. 43) The ſame things that the Laws forbids r3: 
ct 
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fer downin the new Teſtament 'to bring dams 
nation, I Cor. 6. 9g, 10. as Idolatry , Adultery, 
Thefr, Covetouſneſs. (4.) The new Cove- 
nant promiſes the putting of Gods Laws into 
our mind, and writing them in our hearts. Heb. 
8.10. therefore the Goſpelis no enemy to che 
Law, but writes it in our hearts, as it was wri- 
ten in ſtone, and gives us principles to obey it. 
(5) Paul after his converſion looked upon it as 
a mighty work of Gods Spirit upon him, that 
he defighted inthe Lav of God after the inward 
4a, Rom.7.22. that is, that God bad piven 
him a heart to delight to do thoſe things the 
Law called for, which ſhews that Believers are 
to make the Law as a rule of obedience. Thus 
a Believer is not withone Law ro God, but is nn - 
ger the LaWy to Chrift, as Paul (ayjth he was, 
1 Cor.9.21. thatis, as the Law is taken by 
Chrift into his own hands, and held forth by 
him to his — as a rule for their obedience 
to him: ſoa Believer is under the Law: every 
Cemmand of it, andevery breach of itis f1n, 
even in Believers. The Believer is not freed 
from the Do this of the Law, but when the 
Law ſaith, Do thu andlive,he is freed from that; 


| he doth not expect life by his doing thoſe 


things in the Law, for he is juſtified freely by 
Grace, he liveth not by bis doing, but by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved him, and gave hin- 


[elf for him. And for the threatnings of tho . 


Law 
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Law, Not'do this and die, the ſou! that frneth 


;t ſhall die, this a Believer is freed from, for 


there 1s no condemnation to thew that are in 
Chriſt feſw, Rom.8.1. Chrift hath redeemed 
them from the curſe of the Law, by being male 
4 curſt for them, Gal.3.13, | | 

Queilt. How may a 1141 k»ow Whether be 
hath a Goſpet work «pon bis heart or that he 15 
Jet rnder Law 4s a Covenant of works, and hath 
only legal Workings upon him ? 

Anſw. 1. Such as do nor think it is a bard 


thing to come off from the Law, as a Covenant | 


of works, to truft alone in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, ſuch may well ſuſpe& that there hath 
been only a lepal work upon them, for itsthe 
hardeſt thing in the wortd to reft only upon 
Chrift,thou x it is eafily ſaid, (2) Such as do 
not know the Law from the Goſpel, and the 
Goſpel from the Law in their main Princi- 
ples and terms : there are too many that know 
not in the leaſt meaſure, no not with a notio- 
nal knowledge what the difference between the 
law and the Goſpel is ; ſuch may well think 
that they are not yet come off- from the Law 
as a Covenant of works. (3) Such as have their 
hearts riſe againſt Goſpel-preachers and Pro- 
feſſors, as Gal 4.29. As then he that was born 
after the fleſb perſecuted him that was born after 
the Spirit, even ſoir iz now, Amanthatis up- 


onthe Law for life hath a frrange enmity in his 
hearg 
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heart againſt choſe that look to be juſtified 
freely by Grace. (4) Such are under the Law 
as a Covenant of works,as cannot bear the vi- 
lifying of mans righteouſneſs as to Juffificati- 
on, though he heareth the ſame perſons urge 
it never ſo vehemently as ro SanRification, 
and walking before God to all well pleaſing : 
O if thou cant nor freely fay that all chy own 
Righteouſneſs is as menſtruous rags, and that 
when thou haſt done all, thou are but an an- 
profitable ſervant , then thou maiſt juftly fear 
thy eftate, (5 ) Such as think they have kept 
the Law themſelves, like the young man in the 
Goſpel, Al! theſe things have 1hept from my 
youth. (6) Such are under the Law yet as 
have had legal breakings for (in, but never bad 

- the leaſt Goſpel ſorrow for ſin,wbo have never 
in the leaſt mourned for lin , becauſe it peir- 
ced Chrift, but only becauſe it pierceth them- 
ſeives. 

Let all labor for a right underſtanding ofthe 
Law, in which take their directions. (1) Look 
upon the Law as requiring perfet obedience ; 
fo {tri& as that ie will not abate one farthing 
co & (inner : there is no. compounding with the 
Law. (2) Count your ſelves utterly unable to 
keepthe Law. (3) Count the forfeiture for 
breaking of the Law to be no leſs then eternal 
damnation. {4) Always look upon Chrift 


truly, 


e 


as having a righteouſneſs anſwering the Law | 
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fully, Rem.10.3.4. Row.$.3,4, (5) Count 
your ſelves under all the wrath and curſes of 
the Law, except you be in Chriſt, Gal.3. 10. 
whatſoever are the intentions of Ged, and the 
merits of Chrift for an ele& perſon yer uncal- 
led, he being conſidered as a child of old 4- 
aam, he is under the curſe ; he doth not in his 
own perſon enjoy the ſtate of freedom which 
God hath pracioliſly purpoſed to betow upon 
him , and the Lord Jeſus bath purchaſed for 
him, though yet it is impoſſible forithe Law 
to throw the EleR perſon into hell, becauſe 
God will certainly beſtow upon them in his 
own fit ſeaſon the Grace that Chrift hath pur- 
chaſed for them. (6) If you be in Chriſt , 
reckon not your ſelves to have to do with the 
curſes and threa:nings of the Law, but fee them 
all raken away by Chrift from yeu. (7) Often 
ſeriouſly remember that many periſh everlaſt- 
ingly by theic miftaking of the Law, and refting 
in the Law ; that you may ſee by che Epiffe to 
the Romans and Galathians, where the Apoſtle 
ſhews the danger of reſting in che Law, and 
ſhews how forward mea are to do fo. (8,) Ne- 
ver £0 out in yourown ftrength to obey the 
Law, bur fetch frength from the promiſes of 
the Goſpel to obey the commands of the Law. 
(9) Inthereadings of Scripture obſtrve what 
places are moft properly Law, and whar places 


are eſpecially Goſpel, and make thoſe which 


are 
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areLaw and Duty to come in after free ſuffi. 
cation, to come in as filial obedience to the 
Lord. (10) Wheaa ſoul hath been en- 
abled to yield a good meaſure of obedience 
to the Law and Commands of God, yet he 
muft.rely upon the Lord Jeſus by faith as free- 
ly and alone juftifying him : be cannot ſpare 
the leaſt part of Chriſts Righteouſneſs after all 
the holineſs be hath atrained co, but is ſtill to 
deſiteto be foundin Chrift, not having on him 
his own righteouſneſs, bur that which is by the 
faith of Chrift, the righceouſneſs which is of 
God by Faith. 


— 
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*T he true Humility that is in the Lords 


People. 


LL Saints have more or leſs a humble 
£ XA frame ofheart,that whatſoever Grace or 
Gifts God beftoweth upon them, they have 
low thoughts of themſelves. | 

7. . How a humble frame of heart is ſhewn-. 
towards the Lord. 

2. How ahumble frameof beartis ſhewa 
:n our carriage towards other Saints. = 
(1) When after all 


Our 
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our duties and performances we [ook upon our 
ſelves but as unprofitable ſervants and infinitely 
unworthy that God ſhould deal ſo graciouſly 
with us,but we look upon all as free grace, with- 
out this a man bath no Goſpel bumility, bur is 
a proud Phariſee, whoſe heartis puffed up with 
his own righteouſneſs, -and doth not glory only 
in the Lord, Where there is true bumility 
of heart , the Soul faith with 7acob, Geneſis, 
32. 10, 1 am not only unworthy of 
of Chriſtand Heaven , but 1am leſs thes the 
leaff of all the mercies aud faithfulneſs which the 
Lord bath ſev to hy ſervant; but a man un- 
der legal workings only, hath a deſperate 
proud heart againſt God fill, and is fir to 
ſtand upon terms with God, that he hath no 
cauſe to damn him, though he in words confeſs 
he might doir. (2) This is true humility of 
heart when a man canloath and abhor himſelf 
for ſin, as David, Pſalm 51.3,4, fob. 42. 
But when a man can'think of old fins,and new 
fins,and no way affected, its a ſign of a proud 
unbumbled heart: (3) When a ſoul is in ſome 
meaſure ſubmitted to all Gods dealings,to all 
chaſtiſemenrs and afliQions, as David, P/a'm 
39-9. 1 was dumb and opened not my mouth , 
becauſe then diiſ? 5t, there is much humikity of 
heart ſeen in this when we are willing God 
ſhould do with vs, our Eitates, Relationsand 


|. enjoyments as it ſeemerh good in his own eyes : 


2 
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a proud heart will not bear co be croſſed ; but 
faith a bumble hearr, Though it be a grievous 
afflition that is befallen me, yet it is from the 
Lord, and I will be dumb and not open my 
mouth apainft it, becauſe he doth ir. (4)When 
23 ſoul poes on to wait for & mercy and beg for 
a mercy when God delays a mercy,and ſeemeth 
to ſlighe the ſoul , and yer now for the ſou] to 
wait and not to ftir from the door of Mercy, 
but bes the Alms more humbly and ſubmiſlive- 
ly , thisis like the 'woman of Canaar : indeed 
ſhe doth not go away in a ſnuff > let Chrift call 
her dog,and ſhe ſaith Truth, Lord I am no ber- 
rer ; 
hearts that have not been truly humbled will 
fogup praying and hearing prefently; if they 
cannot find Comfort ſoon; like a ſturdy Begpar 
that, if the Alms do not come preſently, poeth 
away ina rage : O but there is many a humble 
heart waits and prays many a year for a mercy. 
(5) When a ſoul can ſubmit to God when he 
takes away & mercy that he had piven us but 
a lictle| before. O ſairh a prond heart, when 
God takes away 8 mercy; If God had never 
viven Me it, it had been better; I could have 


| : been content to have been withour it ; bar did 


God give meEftate, Children, Ronour to take 
rhem away ſo preſently again ? O but faith an 
fumble hearty] was unworthy to have this mer- 


cy at a!ls T have cauſeto bleſs God that I _ 
hs 


yet Lord, pivethe dop a few crums, but - 
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on, though we be not imployed init; as 2ſoſes, 


Nnam.27.14,15,16,17,when the Lord told him 


that he ſhould die and not lead the people into 
Caxain,becauſe of that ſin at the water of 2e- 


hah , he doth not ſtand npon terms, and ſay, 


After I have done ſuch preat ſervice, wilt chon 
be angry for ſuch an offence, that I, who have 
had ſuch a great deal] of care and trouble with 
this people, ſhould nor ſee the end of the work? 
No, No ; he doth not ſay a word toexcule his 
ſin, or to ſhew the leaft diſcontent that be was 
laid aſide, but rakes care for the work goirg 
on when he is laid aſide:ſaith he, Lopd ſer a mar 
over the Congr:gation that may go un before them 
and go ont before them, that the Congregation of 
the Lord be not as ſhiep withent a Shepheard : 4 
proud heart would have been ſo offended thae 
he would not bave cared what became of the 
work, if he were laid aſide. 

So ſecondly, Humility of heart is feen in our 
carriage towards other Saints : As(1) when 
we look upon our ſelves as the leaft of ailSaints, 
3s Paxl ſaith of himſelf, ſaith an humble heart; 
Thouph it may be I can diſconrſe better, yer l 
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had any ſun-ſhiny weather in my jorney, (6) Te 
ſhews humility of hezrt, when afcrer God hath 
made great uſe of a man, and God will now 
lay him sfide,that yer now we are well content; 
and take great care that Gods work may g0 


130 True Humility. 
cannot pray ſo well as younder poor Saint, or I 
cannot truſt God in ftraits and difficulties ſo 
well as he,or I have not that Goſpel ſimplicity 
that he hath, or I am not ſo forward to hea- 
venly diſcourſe as he is; or ſaith an humble 
heart, Younder Saint can fubmir better in af- 
fiction thenI ; or ſurely he hath not ſo vain a 
heart as T, or ſurely he hath not ſuch diftraQt. 
ons in duties as: fo that an humble hear: in 
one reſpec or 8nother doth truly look upon 
himſelf as the leaſt and unworthyeſt of all 
Saints. (2) When we cen take a reproof from 
the meaneſt Saint in the world, the meaneftfor 
Eftate or Gifts: whereas a proud heart ſaith, If 
ſuch a one had fold me of my faulc, I could 


- have bornit ; but for ſuch as you to xepr 


him,be cannot take it well:but faith an humbly 
heart , LordT bleſs thee that thou openft the 
mouths of any to deal faithfully with my ſoul. 
(3) Where there is an humble beart, we are de- 
ſirous to partake of the Lighe and gifts of 
others as well as ſhew our own. (4) An hum- 
ble heart doth not envy others that ouc-go him 
in Gifts and Grace, and ſucceſs,and are more 
honoured then he is,as 7h» did nor envy Chriſt 


char he out-ftripped bim, 7ehn 3. 26, 27, 28. | 


but could cheerful ly bear witneſs unto Chrifts 
deſerts,though he ecclipſed him. (5) An ham- 
dle heate can condeſcend to the mraneft office 


fot 
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to be ſerviceableto poor Saints: a proud heart 
10F is fic co chink it a diſparagement fo go tothe 
ity} houſes of poor Saints, and to be ſeen with 
ea-F ſuch mean people : bur faith an bumble heart , 
dief Its a grear Mercy and fayour that I may enj oy 
at-} Communion with the Lords people, or bean 
nay way ſerviceable ro them; though tlity be tie- 
tif ver ſo mean and poor. (6) An humble 
-1F heart is not ſd delighted and tickled, and puf 
ony fedup with applauſe and commendation fron 
all} others \ bur many times is the more humbled 
My apon it, and is more ſenſible of his own un- 
or worthineſs. 

It All Saints have cauſe enough to be htim- 
1d] ble and very low in their own eyes : at 
Je for the ſins of our unconverced Eſtate , 
1) | which we ſhould often think of ſo as to admire 
he Gads free Grace,in calling of us out of dark- 
al. neſs, and to have newſorrow for old ſins, fo 
e-F asto pat forth freſh a&s of Faith for pardon: 
of} {g as to avoid all Occaſions and Temptations 
N- | to draw us to thoſe old fins again ; fo as to re- 
my !y mightily upoa Chrifts ftreogth to keep ls; 
cf and fo as to be humble and very low ail ur 
Wis days. The Lord many times ſers on old fins 
8. upon the Conſciences of his people with ſome 
ts terror ; but then it is uſually when we are ei- 
i- | ther in danger of falling into thoſe ſins _agaici; 
© | or have our hearts grow prove and puffed Fs 
, ; Z F If 
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” Fforgeting what we were formeely,but thatGod 
" hath loved vs freely. 

i And ſo our daily fins after Converſion, our 
' deadneſs and formality, and unſerviceableneſs , 
all call for great _—_—y of heart and elf- 
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CHAP. X1lX. 


Some direfions for Beliervers in their 
walking with God , and their cone 
Terſation in the world. 


1. T Ec all Saints be well acquainted 
with Gods workings upon their 
ſouls,the time and manner ; and be ſen» 
fible of the backwardneſs. and oppofi- 
tion of their own hearts to all the grace 
that God hath wrought inthem : that 
God hath magnified his Grace exceed» 
ingly in all the good that he hath done 
them : Our Iniquitics and the ſtubbor- 
neſs of our hearts teſtifie againſt us; but 
God hath made ir appear that he hath 
done all chat he hath done for us for | 
his own names fake. ' . 


2.Be ſenſible of the corruption of our 
hearts z remember all the iniquiries of 
our youth ; get ſound Repenrance for 
the ſins of our unregenerate eſtate when 


we knew not God ; obſerve our great 
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backflidings,fince our Converſion, and 

the ſins that do moſt cafily beſct us, and 
loath our ſeiyes for them, and beg ſpe- 
cial Grace and ſtrength from Chriſt 
where we are moſt weak and tempted. 


3. Renew our Faith daily upon Chriſt, 
and meditate upon Gods free Grace in 
Chriſt, which is nor only to be taken as 

a cordial i in ſome ſwooning fits, but our 
Qaily food ; for we live by the faith of 
the Son of 'God, Gal.2.20. 


4. Getting Intimacy with the ſpirit of 
God,and wait daily for his comforting, 
teachings, ſtrengthnings and ſanRify- 
ing influences, and ſeaſonable bringing 
of Scriptures and truths to our remem- 
brance : refuſe not his light when he 
would teach us any thing, though it be 
a deſpiſed, perſecuted Truth,and never 
10 contrary to our former apprehenſi- 
ons 3 quench not his motions when he 
would pur us upon any duty ; refift not 
his motions to ftop us in any way of fin: 
be thankfull for all his viſits : for his 
yifitations preſerve our Spirits z we will 
thank 
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thank a godly man fora vifit, much 
more the bleſſed Spirit : countall our 
Prayers and ſervices bur as dead carca- 
ſes, it chere be not the Spirits breath- 
ings and influences in them grieve him 
not whois our Comforter,and makes us, 


glad : be not proud of his enlargements, 


bur let him have the praiſe of them. 


5. Be conſtant in all duties and Or- 
dinances, private and publique, and be 
carcfull rhar we neither be dead nor for- 
ma], nor reſt in our duties z pray againſt 
diſtractions in duties, which is a fin that 
is very hardly mortified. 


6. Watch againſt errors in judge- 
ment , be not taken with the outward 
appcarance of choſe thac bring opint- 
ons, knowing that D:ceivers will come 
in Chriſts nzme, Mat. 24.and will tranſ(- 
form themſelves into Miniſters of righ- 
tcouſneſs : Nay, follow not men that 
are really godly without light our of 
the word; for godly men know butin 
part : do not reje&t every thing that 
icemeth ro be new z for many Truths, 
K a cſpe- 


4 ,” 


eſpecially about Diſcipline,are revealed 
in Woke laſt times, which godly men in 
former times were ignorant of; that 
though G3d revealed to them thene- 
ceſſary Truths to Salvation,yer in other 
things they are miſtaken. 


7. Expect Temptations every , day, 
and be ſcniible of our own weakneſs to 
{tand in an evil day; labor to know that 
our Temptations are Temptations ; 
don't venture upon-Temprations, don't | 
come too near the devils forts, and think 
wecan retreat when we wil-don'f think 
tnat the devil plays only one game at 
once:he hath many ſtraragems at once; 
if hecannat prevail r» draw to finfull 
luſts , he will endcavour to draw to 
Error : if he cannort.ſink the foul with 
terrors,he will labor to, pulf it up with 
Gifts ; be nor confident when we have 
gorcen a victory over Satan, and think 
we have routed him : he will not leave 
us ſo, but will rally his forces again,and 

Ive us open bactell or lie in ambuſh 
Pr us 3 Sometimes Satan only feigns 
himſelf 


_ 
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himſelfro be overcome, and comes af- 
terward with more ſucceſs; yea aſoul 
that hach gor the better through the 
ſtrength of Chriſt in ſome great tempt? - 

tion wherein Satan hath ſeemed to fight 
with all his forces, yet may be worſted 
in aleſs temptation, it Chriſt the Cap- 
rain of our Salva:ion do nor lead us on. 


8. Bc well skilled in the Promiſes,” 
and medicate in them day and night, 
and go not tothe Promiſe, upon legal 
terms : cloſe with the Promiſes of free 
Grace, ſuchas, Ezck.36.27,28. Fer. 
21-32, 33. before we clole with the 
Promiles chat are made to Grace alrca- 
dy wrought, ſuch as are made, Mat.5. 
to {uch as are poor in Spirit, and hunger & 
thirſt after righteouſneſs:c\oſe withChriſt 
before we Cloſe with the promiſes ; for 
all rhe Promiſes are Tea and Ames in 
him, and through him to them that are 
in him, 2 Coy.1. _ they are made. 
firſt ro Chriſt, Gal.3.16. as the head of 
the Elect , ler every ——_— be as a 
ſtream to lead us to Chriſt,the head and 


eſpecially about Diſcipline,are revealed 
in theſe laſt crimes, which godly men in 
former times were ignorant of ; that 
though G3d revealed co them thene- 
ceſſary Truths to Salvation, yer in other 


things they are miſtaken. 


7. Expect Temprations every ay, 
and be ſcniible of our own weakneſs to 
ſtand in an evil day; labor to know that 
our Temptations are Temptations ; 
don't venture upon-Temprations, don't 
come too near the devils forts, and think 
we can retreat when we wil: don*rhink 
tnat the devil plays only one game art 
once:he hath many ſtratagems at once; 
if he-cannat prevail to draw to fi nfull 
luſts , he will endeavour to draw to 
Error * if he cannot.ſink the foul with 
ferrors,he will labor to puff it up with 
Gifts ; be nor confident when we have 
goreen a victory over Satan, and think 
we have routed him : he will not leave 
us ſo, but will rally his forces again,and 

Ye us open bactell or lie in ambuſh 
2 us 3 Sometimes Satan only feigns 
himſelf 
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himſelf co be overcome, and comes af- 
terward with more ſucceſs; yea a ſoul 
that hach gor the better through the 
ſtrengch of Chriſt in ſome great tempt? 
cion wherein Saran hath ſeemed to fight 


with all his forces, yet may be worlted © 


in a leſs temptation, it Chriſt the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation do nor lead us on. 


8. Be well skilled in the Promiles, 


and medicate in them day and night, 


and go not tothe Promiſe, upon legal 
terms : cloſe withthe Promiles of free 
Grace, ſuchas, Ezek.36.27,28. Fer. 
2-33, 33s before we cloſe with the 
Promiſes chat are made to Grace alrea- 
dy wrought, ſuch as are made, Mat.5. 
to {uch as are poor in Spirit, and hunger & 
thirſt after righteonſneſs:ciofe withChriſt 
before we cloſe with the promiſes ; for 
all che Promiſes are Tea and Amey in 
him, andthrough him to them that are 
in him, 2 Cor.1, And theyare made. 
firſt ro Chriſt, Gal.3.16. as the head of 
the Elect ; ler every Promiſe be as a 


ſtream ro lead us to Chriſt,the head and | f 


wel- 
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wel-ſpring of the Promiſes, who hath 
all chac in him,thacall the Promiſes pur 
rogether do contain, 


9. Though in our young time we 
have been carried out in holineſs in 
ſome comfortable meaſure, yer be care- 
ful leaſt in our old age, and when we 
have been Profeſſors a great while, we 
do not fall off from our firſt love and 
zeal, and tenderneſs of Conſcience - 
we read of Aſa, 2 Chron.15.what great 
things he did for God in his young 
time ; yet in the next Chapter we ſee 
how much he fcll; and 59/omen in his 
young time was fearfull of Idolatry,bur 
in his old age he was mightily carricd 
away with it:not only young Chriſtians 
bur old Saints of twenty or thirty years 
ſtanding, had need walk circumſpeRy. 


10. PraQice that great duty of (eclf- 
ex1imination daily, and defire of- God 
to ſearch us, and try us,and make us-to 
know our iniquities, and give us ſound 
humiliation for them z for godly men 
may 
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may lie a great while in a ſin before 
they betruly ſenſible of it, as David, 
before he was truly ſenfible of that fin 
of Adultery, as appears by 2 $Sam.12. 
that it could not be leſs then three 
quarters of a year : for when the Pro- 
phet Narhan came to him,the child that 
he had by Bath[beba was born, for in the 
fourteenth v. Nathay told him that the 
child that was born co him ſhould die: 
and fo verſe fifteen, The Lord ftrake 
the child: and ſo for his fin in numbring 
the people, 2 Sam. 24. 8,9,10, it was 
nine monerths and twenty days that the 
people were numbring;and all that time 
David was not fenfible of the ſin, but 
inthe end of that time: the Text faith, 
His heart ſmore him, and he ſaid I have 
done very fooliſhly ; and whata fad 
thin? is it, thar a ſin ſhould be three 
M_—_ of a year unrepented of, and 
uch greatfins ! A Saint of all men in 
the world had need have his eyes about 
him ; and if it be poſſible, havea thou- 
ſand things in his cye together:and ſure-: 
ly if chere are fome fins that we com- 

| mir 
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mir and don'c know them, and mourn 
only inthe general for them, we ſhould 
mourn the: more for theſe fins we are 
convinced of, and apply Chriſts blood 
tocleanſe us from ſecret faults, 


freeneſs of Gods Love tons, who hath 
taken ſuch a courſe of mercy to us, 
when he might have taken a courſe of 
Judgement : well ſaith the Scripture, 
That as the Heavens are higher then the 
Earth, ſo ts bis mercy towards them that 
fear him : and ſo are his thoughts of 
Mercy above ours : What is all our 
mercy- and pitty unto His ? Petey talks 
ro Chriſt of forgiving ſeven times a 
day ; Chriſt cels him Ay, ſeventy times 
ſeven; ſuch is Gods forgiveneſs, his 
Mercy: our mercy to others 1s com- 
manded,and is our duty; but Gods metre 
Cy is free: our mercy to others ariſeth 
from Gods mercy to us; bur Gods 
mercy ariſerh from him ſclf ; our mer- 


and ten thouſands : we oftentimes re- 
Fe pent 


I1. Think daily of the greatneſs and 


- Cy is but to ſome few, his to thouſands 
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pent of our Mercy, he repenteth not : 
O whilſt we live, and when we die, 
| |} chink much, and ſpeak much of free 
Mercy : O che infinite expreſſions of ir 
-in the giving of Chriſt for us, and to 
us ! What a Miracle of Mercy is our 
perſeverance, notwithſtanding all our 
backſlidings ! the daily meditation of 
free Grace is an approved receipt 
againſt hardneſs of heart - this will 
ſoften the heart and bring icro godly 
ſorrow for fin ro admiration: we are 
ſaid to have hearts like an Adamant 
ſtone, Zech.7. Now the Adamant ſtone 
is the hardeſt ſtone 1n all che world, it 
will cut glaſs with eaſe; no hammer 
nor fire will ſtirthis ſtone: yer this Ada- 
manrt ſtone being ſteeped in Goats 
| blood new and warm,thar will ſoften ir ; 

ſo will our adamant hears be ſoftened, 

being ſteeped in the thoughts of Gods 

free Grace, being ſteeped in the blood 

of the Lord Jeſus that ſcape-goar that 

carried away our fins into the Land of 


12. Though 


forgertulneſs. / 
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I2. Thovgh we ſhall have daily in- 
firmitics whilſt we are here below, yet 
watch againſt fin, and eipecially have 
acare we make no eminent turns from 
God : there are ſome fins that grieve 
Gods Spirit above others, Davidhad 
many finful failings, he told alye to 
eAbimelech; x Sam.21 .2, feigned him- 
ſelf mad, 1 Sam.21.13;: made a raſh 
oath concerning Nabal, 1 Sam. 25. 22, 
was very cruel to the Ammonites,2 5am, 
12, numbred the pcople in ſelf-confi- 
dence, 2 Sam.24. commired Adultery 
with Bathſheba, 2 Sam.11, Yet it Is (aid 
of David, 1 King. 15.5. that he did that 
which was right in che eyes of the 
Lord all the days of his life, bur in the 
matter of Yriah.Some think ic is ſpoken 
of his Government, that that only was 
amiſs in his Government that he murde- 
xed Uriah; bur I rather think that this is 
only mentioned becauſe it was the 
moſt eminent turn from the Lord that 
ever David made - the fin that grieved 
tlic Spirit of God above all other; in 
COM? 
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compariſon of which God did not take 
- | notice of other failings : that fin of 
© | murdering Vr/ah was a mighty delibe- 
c rate contrived fin, 2 Sam.11., He 
wrote letters about it and plottedit, 
c which is a great aggravation of any fin: 
1 and he might have many checks of con- 
) {cicnce that while it was a bloody fin; 
it was a very dilingenuous fin to take 
away his life that was fighting for him, 
it was a cloaked fin, 2 Sam.11.25. HE 
| put 1t upon the chance of war; it was a 
very ſcandalous fin, and his Adultery 
might be comprehendcd in it, for that 
was againſt Yriab as well as the murder: 
it was the effe of his Adultery: and 
where one fin is the effe& of another , 
it IS a great aggravation of it : O there- 
fore watch and pray, that though we 
have many weakneſſes and much dead- 
neſs, yet that we may not ſo wickedly 
depart from our God. 


13. Labor 
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13.Laborto be heavenly in the night | ; 
ſeaſon ; we are but a lictle heavenly in | 
the day time: we had need be heavenly P 
in chart time of retirement in the night h 
ſeaſon : David meditated ofthe Lord in A 
the night watches and at the dawnings 
n 

tl 

fl 


8 
4% 


of the day : commit our thoughts to 
God in the night ſeaſons to. prevent 
vain and ſinful dreams. God can leave 
a ſweet {ayour opon our ſpirits in the 
night. ; 


' 14+ Obſerve when we pray for others | , 
whar hints of Gods Spirit we have that h 


he will hear us: God hath a ſecret way D! 

to bring ſome into our prayers, and to T 

caſt others outof our praytrs, as Fer. ec 

75-16. God bad Feremiah nor pray for | « 

the people : its a ſad thing when a Mi- _ 

niſter finds no enlargement of Gods | +7 

Spirir co pray for the people where he Kc 

\ liverh ;burT ſay,obſerve when we pray | |, 

for any wicked manor for our relations, _ 

{ what hints of Gods ſpirit are upon our h 
hearts that we ſhall be heard ; a pray- 
=... 
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ing Father ſometimes praying for his 
child inthe cradle may have ſuch faith 
in Prayer, ſuch hints of Gods Spirir, 
that he knows God will anſwer theſe 
Prayers, though it be twenty years 
hence,and he be dead and gone : others 
again when they pray carneftly for 
their Children, find no Faith, no Pro- 
miſe, no impreſſions of Gods Spirit all 
_ days that God will hear them for 
em. 


15. Lay up Prayers for jorneyes and 
travails that God would make us hea- 
venly. and holy abroad as well as ar 
home: beſides the need we have of his 
proteQion Hom ebe dangers that arein 
Travail : btit che danger of fin is moſt 
to be taken heed of - many men will 
commit thoſe ſins abroad that they will 
not at home. ledah, Gen. 38.14. at 
Timah, a City of the Philiſtines tell in- 
to the ſin of whoredom with his daugh- 
ter in Law unknown : this fin he com- 
mitted abroad in his jorneying which 
he was zealous againſt at home, and 

| L would 
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would have his daughter in law burne 
for it : Therefore I ſay, Lay up Prayers 
aforc hand for all our travsils,nor only 
for ourward ProteRion and ſucceſs in 
our affairs, but for our Spirits,that God 
would keep chem holy and in commu- 
nion with himſelf , forabroad we may 
have theſe temptations that we have not 
at home,and we may want the company 
of Saints which hath a ſecrer,ſtrange 1n- 
fluence upon the Spirit ; abroad we may 
want ſuch opportnnities of ſecret du- 
ries as we have uſcd at home, which 
may put the heart much our of trame, 


16. Itsa great matter in Religion for 
Saints to walk with God in our relati- 
ons 3 if our Parents be alive, we arc to 
honor them,and be ſubjeR to them : ſo 
was Chriſt ro his Pareats for our exam- 
ple, Luke 2.51. yeathe Apoſtle would 
have Children requite their Parents 
for all their care and coſt, and not be 
ſtuborn and undurifull, if they don'c do 
for them as they would: if God brings 
into the Relation of a Husband, he is to 


love. 
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love his wife, and not be birter and 
harſh, and like a Nabal ; that the wife 
may. not miſs her other dear relations 
that ſhe hath leftro cleave unto him , 
but find all made up in his love , yea, if 
the wife be barren, the husband muſt 
not think much with her ; when Hax- 
nah,1Sam.1.6,7,8.was troubledbecauſe 
ſhe bare no Children ro her: Husband 
Elkanah , he comforted her and ſaid ; 
Why art thou grieved 2 Amnot I bet- 
ter then ten Sons? If God calls to 
the relation of a Wife , we know whar 
diretions the Scripture gives for the 
Wife to be ſubjeRtro her Husband: yet 
many godly women that are cloſe wal- 
kers and tender-conſcienced other- 
ways ; yet do not ſeriouſly conſider 
enough, lay that Daty upon their con- 
ſciences ; but though their Husbanbs 
throngh their Love may cover ic, yet 
they muſt look upon it as a fin before 
the Lord, Let Husband and Wife beg 
of God to give them ſuirable affeQions 
one 'to another, and mingle all cheir 
conjugal love with ſpiricual : If God 
E 2 call 
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call ro be a Father, then the Scripture 
cells us,that we muſt bring op our Chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of. 
the Lord : be not an El! to our Chil- 
dren : he though he was a good man, 
yer failed muchin this, 1 $am.2.22, 23, 
24,25, he was too indulgent to them; 
for he ſhould not only have ſpoken as 
he did, but he ſhould have reproved 
them more ſharply , and: ſhould have 
put his ſons our of their office in which 
they were ſo wicked : bleſs God if he 
work Grace in our Children, for he is 
not bound to them ; he hath no need 
of our poſterity, but can take out of 
che prophaneſt families if he pleaſe ; 
the moſt eminent-Saints have had proe 
phane Children : care nor only for out- 
ward things for them, bur that they 
may be the Lords, that when we are 
dead and gone, they may know the 
God of their Fathers, and when we are 
rotten in our Graves, they may ſtand vu 
In our ſteads ro own and love, and wal 
with that bleſſed God that we inour 
pilgrimage walked with. If God call 
us 


- ,” 
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us to be, © maiſſers of Families, and have 
ſervants; then we arc as David toiwalk 
in our houſes with a fairhful heart,': in- 
ſtru& our ſervants and family in Gods 
ways, as God knew Abraham would 
do and forbear chreatning , and.give 
them thatwhichis right for their ſervice: 
and if they be fick , not tothrow them 
off ro ſhift for themſelves ; bur as the 


Centurion went to Chriſt for the cure 
of his ſervant, ſo ſhould we look out for 
cure for them. If we be to marry,we 
are tO marry. in the Lord, not to marry || 
carnal yoak-fcllows for their beamty or 
riches : ſome have paid dear forthat,, jj 
for while they have married carnal 


yoak-fcllows, they have: either been 
carried too much away with their fins, 
or have loſt ſo much of their Liberty 
inGods ways,that they have gone with 
arrow to their graves. 

Be well acquainted with the Cove- 
nant of Grace, get diſtin& knowledge 
of it: Many Profeſſors arc very dark 
in che blood of Chriſt, inſomuch that 
L 3 they 


\ 
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inning, and ſo have legal repentance 
Br fin, when they ſhould have Goſpel- 
repentance, which is the Repentance 
thac Believers ſhould have,called,Zach. 
12. 10. mourning over Chriſt crucified, 
and mourning as for an only Son,which 


' 1s not only great-mourning' but mour- 
- ning out of Love. ey 


18. Count upon oppoſition from the 


- world, and never think if we walk with 


God,ro efeape the worlds cenſures: the 
choughts of this to frame our aRtings 
in Religion, ſo as to keep peace with 
carnal people, hath made ſome comply 
ſo far as- to loſe their zeal, andbea 
ſhame co Religion. 

19; When we have any orderly op- 
portunities put into our hands 1n a 
thing, to lift up the narge of God in our 


- generations , ler it not flip, bur pur our 


necks to the work if we are clear inthe 


work and-our call tok ; for ir may 


be 


: he looſe Fur Peace Alwoſt upon eve*-| b 


— —_ 


| 
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be there will never ſuch an opportuni- 
ty of ſervice to God be put into our 
hands all our days again : now is our 
working time, now we have opportuni- 
ties for Reformation and converting 
others, which we ſhall not havein the 
Grave whether we are going. 


20, Walk in love with the Saints , 
break not with them upon every ſmall 
difterence of Judgement; if you ſee ſome 
cruth that they are dark in it may be 
they ſee much more in other things then 
you do: watch againſt the Beginning 
of differences : Do nor every thing you 
may, when you are in the preſence of 
weak Saints, 1 Cor. 10.32, Conſider 
therempers of theſe Saints we converſe 
with, their natural tempers, their edu- 
cation, temptations , corruptions, and 
walk tenderly and wiſely towards them, 
carry our ſelves humbly towards all 
Saints, eſpecially when we differ in any 
thing from them : for many times nac 
ſo much the thing wherein we differ 
from 
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from others, breaks love berween, and 
vs, as our high and proud carriage in 
that matter. Inall our care to walk in 
love with the Saints, and not to give 
them offence, look up to God to ſend 


2 Spirit of love berween you ; for {om--| 


times when a godly man harh it in ys 


eyeto order a buſineſs (> as to giveno | 


offence to his Brother, yet not looking 
ro Godin it, offence is taken ; whereas 
at other times when we have done that 
which might juſtly give offence to our 
Brethren , and our heart looks up to 
God to prevent offences and breaches, 
God covercth wonderfully theſe 
things, and holds our Brethrens eyes 
and thoughts from looking upon then, 
and ſograciouſly prevents the folly and 
raſhneſs of our ſpirits in making a breach 
with our Brethrenz for God can ſend 
an evil ſpirit of diſcord between men as 
he didin a way of Judgement between 


* Abimeleck andthe men of Sechem, Inde, 


9.23,24, And God canſend forth a 
Spirit of Love that brethren may live 
| (0- 
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rogether in Unity : give always the re- 
ſpetrhatis due to godly men accord- 
ingto their age and condition that God 
hath placed them in the world : beware 
of vanity and unprofitable converſe 


{| wich godly men. God oftentimes pu- 


niſhes that with fooliſh and cauſleſs 
breaches:lert all our reproofs to our bre- 
chren be with tenderneſs and a Spirit 
of meekne (s, elſe they will provoke; 
forgive our brethren freely and from 
the heart what may be amiſs in their 
carriage towards us, as God for Chriſts 
ſake hath forgiven us: there will be 
ſomerhing amiſs in our carriages towards 
our Brethren ; and if we do not forgive , 


where will our love be? Miniſter to the . 


warits of the Saints according to our 
abilities, freely without grudging ; do 
not unſaint our Brethren becauſe of 
ſome ignorance and error. The Pa- 
triarcks are ſuppoſed to have been ig- 
norant that Polygamy, the having of 
more wives then one was a fin : the 
diſciples ignorantof Chriſts deathand 
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reſurreRion ar the firſt : viſit the Saints, 
thoſe that are the poor, eſpecially when 
they are under afflitions , not only to 
comfort them, but becauſe then uſual- 
ly there is much good to our ſelves in 
converſe with them. 


21.If God hath made our days hither- 
todaysot outward proſperity,&compal- 
ted usabourt with fulneſs of thecreature, 
watch againſt fin'the more. David com- 
mirred thoſe three great fins of murder, 
adultery,numbring the people, when he 
was in proſperity and greatneſs. And 
do g00d while we haveeſtates or oppor- 
nity, and look and prepare for aficti- 
ons; don't think God will always uſe 
thee to ſuch fair weather; and if God 
continue proſperity , learn heavenly- 
neſs, not to {tick in the creature; learn 
moderation not to ſurfer on the crea- 
ture,and daily make wiſe obſeryation of 
the: vanity and emptineſs of the Crea- 
rure. 


22.1f 
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22. If Aﬀfictions come, ſee ifthou 
canit find our the particular cauſe of 
them, which ſometimes may be known 
by the time when it comes, As for Ne- 
buchadaezar, Daniel 4.7to be ſtruck jaſt 
when he had been ſaying, Is noc this 
great Babel which I have built ; it was 
eafie to know that his pride and vain 
glory was the cauſe of that woful at- 
flition that came upon himzand fo He- 
rod, AF.12.t0 be juſt ſmitten with death 
when the people cryed it was the voice 
of a God, and he took that to higa- 
ſelf; it was eafieto ſee that that was the 
cauſe of his death : fo alſo we: may 
ſomerimes know the cauſe of cur at- 
Actions by that way of afflidion that 
God uſeth tous : it may be fo like our 
fia as Davids afMiiction in the death of 
the Child that was by Bath(heba Yriah's 
wife. 1 $4.12. it was cafſic vw know 
that that ſin was the cauſe of the childs 
death; and ſo CAdonibezeck, Judg.1.6,7. 
when he had his Thumbs, and great 
Toes cut off, he preſcatly was _—_ 

ce 


ced what was the cauſe of the affliction, 
becauſe he had ſeyved threeſcore and 
ten Kings ſo himſelf. Somerimes God 
ſhews us the cauſe of our afflitions by 
ſetting ir up upon the hearcs of our 
Brethren among whom we livez Some- 
times he fers it home upon our own 
Spirits that ſuch a fin is the cauſe of ir: 
bur if the Lord never let us know all 
our days, the particulr cauſe of many 
afflitions : yer we areto kiſstherod , 
ſubmit to his hand, ſearch and trie our 
waics , humble onr ſelves under his 
hand, and walk more cloſely with him 
inthe whole courſe of our lives. 


23, Take heed thar we offend not 
wikh our Tongues; let our words be 
few , take not up moſt of the time in 
diſcourſe, when betcer gifts are preſent, 
bur be ſwift to hear s let our diſcourſe 
be ſcaſonable ro time, place,company; 
if they be wicked , ſuch diicourſle as 
may awaken and convince ; if they be 
ſtrong Saints, ſuch diſcourſe as may be 
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ſurable to them ; ſometimes it is not 

fit to ſpeak in the company of weak 

trembling Saints what horrible remp- 

tations other Saints have, unleſs it be to 
comfort them that they are not alone, 

bur others of Gods children are remp- 

ccd as well as they ; otherways weak 

Saints many times fall into great cor- 

ment of ſpiritthat they ſhall be remp- 

red as they are, and that they ſhall fink 
under the Burthen. Do not uſe tro com- 
mend yourſelves, neither affe in diſ- 
courſe to give others occaſion to com- 
mend you: do not delight in rough and 
harſh ſpeeches, be wary ro whom we 
open our hearts in ſecret matters, not 
unleſs they can keep Councell and give 
Councell ; uſe heavenly diſcourſe 
among godly men : for want of that 
makes their company to be little better 
then other mensz in diſcourſe be nor 
filem when there is cauſe to ſpeak,out 
of affected gravity nor ſpeak out of 
forwardneſs or indiſcretion, when our 
Glence is better. 

Cs 
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24. Prize 
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2.4. Prize the Scriptures as the word 
of God; io they are cajled over and 
over : Bleſſed is he that heareth the 
Word of God and keepeth it. Now 
the Lord 1s revealing light out of the 
Scripture more and more; Satan remprs 
many to deny the word of God : all 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God,zTim.3.16-0:ir:v-2,the breathing 
of God, 2 Pet-1.21, Holy men of 
God wrote the Scriptures, and they 
wrote them as they were moved by the 
holy Ghoſt, epiwre , forcibly carried 
out of themſelves, and above them- 
ſelves by the holy Ghoſt ; By the word 
of God, whenthe Scriptures are ſo cal- 
led,is meant that which God hath ſpo- 
ken, that which he hath ſaid, and 
therefore for men to dogele at the ex- 
preſſion, and fay the Scriptures are not 
the Word of God, but only Chriſt is 
the Word of God. itis as much asto 
jay, the Scriptures are not what the 
Lord hath ſpoken, and what holy men 
wrote -25they were moved by the ho- 


ly 
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ly Ghoſt, as the holy Ghoſt indited : 
this is a horrible cempration : it is true, 
Chriſt is called the word. & fois he the 
Erernal Word of God ; butthe Scrip- 
rures alſo are the Word of God, the 
written Word of God. Where this 
rempration prevails upon men that they 

ueſtion the Scriptures being the word 
of God , by degrees they throw up 
all Religion, all cruths, one after anc- 
ther; and though they do it at firſt un» 
derthe notion of living in the ſpirir,and 
of the Light within them ; yer ar laſt 
they turn very Atheiſts ; and thus after 
a generation of groily ignorant and ſu- 


perſtitious perſons there is riſen up a 


multitude of deluded and erroncousper- 
ſons even in the funda:nentals of Reli- 
gion : But O let thoſe that are the 
Lords people ſtudy the word of God 
day and night; try all things by the 
Word; ger ſutable hearts to the Word 
that we may underſtand it the better ; 
look up to the Spirit that indited the 
Scripture to be our Expoſitor and com- 
menc 
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read it ofner then other books, and 
give up our hearts coall the Truths of 
It, 


4% 25.Lay up experiences which are bet- 
| rer then Cabinets of Jewels , lay up 
experiences of the comfortings of the 
Spirir,of his gracious influence in prayer 
and other duties ; lay up experiences of 
che raviſhing conſolationthat flows from 
Chriſts blood; lay up experiences of che 

vanity and emprinefs of the Creature , 

and of Gods care over us to keep us 

from many fins and errrors when we 

have had great temptations tothem g 

take ſpecial times to meditate of all the 

ſpecial experiences: we have had, both 
tn inward and outward Mercy, 


| 26.Bewareof covetouſneſs and greed” 
| neſsafter the things of this world ; for 


there is no ſatisfaction in the creature;we 
| think 


ment upon them ; and often try out 
ſelves by the word , and rake heed to 
all our ways according to the word : 
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think if we had ſo much as ſome others 
have, we could be ſatisfied ; but this Is 
certain,nothing but God can ſet bounds 
unto the defires of mens hearts after 
worldly things; but our hearts,if they be 
ſet upon the world, will cry Give ſtill 
all rg world cannot redeem us from 
death, nor all our Silver or Gold buy 
off any of the pangs of death; and 
though men are earneſt upon the world 
for their Children, that they may leave 
them great matters to be ſome bodyin 
the world 5 yet we muſt know that 
the happineſs of our Poſterity doth 
not lie in our leaving them great eſtates 
for if they never have Chriſt, it uſually 
makes them more fintull in this world , 


and more miſerable in the world to Corn 1 


wartdarame: yea God oftentimes 
raiſerh poor Children co greater Eſtate 


inthe world then they ever coine co, 
and blaſteth and cruſheth che greac 
Eſtate that men leave without his fears 
and though the next Heirs it may be 
may keep it rogether, yer their Heirs 
may {udgenly conſume ; gn tog of 

the 
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® | the more money men lay up for their 
'® Children, the fewer Prayers they lay 
up forthem ; beſides, as Chriſt bids us 
beware of covetouſneſs upon that ac- 
count, Luke 12.17. a mans life , that 
L -®, the comfort of ir doth nor con- 
+ WG fiſt in the multitude of that we poſſeſs ; 
A L, not only the true comfortof a mans life 
doth not lic in multitude of riches, bur in 
Communion with God ; bur the Out» 
ward comfort of a mans life doth not 
conſiſt in the multitude of riches: many 
men of ordinary eſtates do enjoy more 
outward comfort then men of great 
Eſtates. How many great men have 
nocomfort in their Eſtates ! either God 
denies them of Heirs, and that is ator- 
mentto them, or gives them nor a_ 
to ear of that which they poſſeſs , 
God ſendcth chem ſuch pains and fk. 
neſs of Body , that they ſpend their 
days with grief, and their years with 
ſighing : Some way or other God 
ſends them ſuch croſſes and troubles 
that car out all che comforts of their 
Eſtates : therefore ler oyr Converſati- 
| | On 
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He will never leave us nor forſake us. 
27. Beware of diſtraQing cares, fears 
&lorrows about earthly things; for theſe 
heart-diſtrating cares are mighty con- 
trary to the life of fairh ; they work not 
only death of ſoul, bur the ſorrow of 
the world, and grief about theſe things, 
do haſten death of the body;they drink 
and ſuck up the juyce of our natural Spi- 
ries. All our diſtrafing cares cannot 
add one Cubit unto our ſtatures z they 


Sheath keep 2ny of thoſe croſles off x 


yea they provoke God to bring thoſe 
troubles and croſſes. that we in an un=- 
believing way care and perplex our 
Spirits about; they make the troubles 
of our Pilsrimage more then other- 
wiſe they would be ; forthey provoke 
God to continue the rod longerupon 
our backs, and makethe afflitions we 
have more tedious 5 as 4a manin the 
ſtocks,ro take 0n,and gall his legs to get 


our, makes his ſuffering a great deal 
M 2 more 


163 
on be without covetouſneſs , and be 
y | content with the things which we have, 
though it be little z for God hath; ſaid, 
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more then it would be if he ſat quiet ; 
there is no way but to ſubmit ro God in 
all chat befals us,and not to diſtra@ our 
hearts in a carnal way about troubles 
before they come,and be impatient and 
murmuring when they do come ; yet a 
mr will find this a hard leffon to 
carn- 


28, Beware of the leaven of Hypo- 
crifie as Chriſt calls it ; leaven indeed 
that leaveneth and ſowreth our duties 
exceedingly: beware nor only of groſs 
Hypocrifte, fuichas declareth a man to] 
be an Hypocrite; bur lay afide all other 
Hypocrifie that is more ſecret, as in 
ſuch particulars as theſe;(1) When we 
areto pray before others,not to depend 
upon the affiſtance of Gods Spirit as 
we do at other times , but to ferchin 
ſome fine expreſhons by the ſtrength 
of memory which we have uſed or read 
heretofore, this is an evil to be watch- 
ed againſt, (2) Irs the working of Hy- | 
pocriſje in our hearts when we are en- 
larged in ſecret prayer, ro have a 
thought 
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thought in our hearts co wiſhthat ſuch 
and ſuch might hear us that they might 
think highly of ourgifts. (3) And fo 
when we purpoſely give others occafi- 


on tocommend vs in conference. (4) Or | 


when we undervalew our ſelves notin 
the humility and cruth ofour hearts, but 
purpoſely that others might commend 
us. (5) Or when we boaſt of things be- 
yond, or live and ſpezk at too higha 
rate of thoſe things that God hath 
wrought by us,& too highly commend 
thoſe that God hath wrought upon by 
us that we might have more praiſe. 


29. Watch againſt ſpiritual pride, 
ſceing that we have nothing but whac 
we have freely received. Spiritual pride 
is of all things moſt contrary to the 
diſpenſation of Grace in Chriſt, where- 
in the Lord hath taken a way to ſave us, 
wherein we are nothing, but his free 
Grace is all in all : let all Saints look 
upon themſelves as the greateſt of fin- 
ners; for though we have not comm! - 
ed many great fins as Murder, and the 


— 
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like that others have committed , yer 
we have the ſame corrupt nature thar 
the worſt of men have; and our ſins 
have ageravations that make us grea- 
cer {inners, as the light we have of the 
love of God cous in Chriſt, the Or- 
dinances and means of Grace, all theſe 

ageravate the ſins of Believers : and 
though we may be higher in Gifts and 
in place then many Saints, yet be not 
bigh-minded but fear ,; knowing that 
you are therefore a City ſcr wpon a hill 
which cannot be hid; and God having 
given you eminent Gifts, and brought 
you to ſome eminent place, God will 
be more diſhonoured by your falls and 
miſcarriages, wh:ch is a mighty hum- 
bling conſideration that religion may 
have more diſhonor by you then by 
ewenty other Saints failings, 


30. Reprove fin; for though ſome 
may turn again and rent you, yet ſome- 
times you may be an inſtrument of con- 
verting a foul ; and if this fall out bur 


oncein all thy life » Its a great Mercy 3 
how- 
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however it is thy duty to leave it to 
the Lord to give ſucceſs in it. 


ZI. Be not peremptory and too 
earneſt for the ſuddain removing of any 
affliction; for if chart it laſts long, uſually 
the more good is done thy ſou] by it. 


32. Be not weary of prayer and 
other duties, becauſe you do not always 
find ſuch extraordinary joys and com- 
munion with God, as ſometimes you 
have done ; as ſometimes the Lord 
hath been ſo preſent in prayer with a 
Saint, that he cryed out, Lord I coul6e 
ſpend eternity thus!Eternity thus! Then 
kours and days to be in duty is no 
weariſomneſs to the Spirit , though rg 
the body :bur at other times the {duls'is 
tyred witha ſhort walk,a ſhort duty - 
but continue in prayer and all duries ; 
whether our Communion with God 
be moreor leſs in them. 
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CHnay. TX 


How the Lord is pleaſed effeually to 
"-;-. ſome after they have been long | 
in their natural Eſtate. and harve 

been ve} wicked. mo 


{3264 is pleaſed to ſuffer ſome of his 
EleRro go ona great while in Ig- 
norance and to fall imo great fms be- 
| fore he convertthem, as Matthew, Za 
chews; Mary Magdalene, an clect perfor; 
yet God leaveth her to be poſlcſt with 
ven devi)s;, and to be a Harkot before 
he convert ber. Pailanclet perſon, 
yetGod leaverh him a great while to 
g0 vain a Phariſaical way;and tobea 


Srievous Perſecutor before the Lord: 
convert hin, The Thicf wpon the: 
Croſs was an che@perion, yerche Lord 
let him run ona long time in Vis fins; 
& tortheſtheis ſentenced eondic,&e thets! 
the ie Lordeonrerts: him/: nuvt there are 
N many 
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many reaſons why the Lord ia his infi- 
nite wiſdom ſuffersmany ele perſons to 
fall intoſo much fin before the Lord 
convert them; As (1) becauſe God 
will make it more eminently appeare 
that it was his mecr Grace to ſave them 
and convert them : God doth con- 
vert many in rheir young.cime, before 


' they have run into much prophaneſs , 


others God leaveth togo on along 
time in prophaneſs ; and though he 
could have converted them before, yer 


he doth it to magnific his own Grace. _ 


( 2) And God doth it that men might 
be the more humble after their Con- 
verfion , remembring what great ſins 
they fell into before the Lord called 
them. ( 3) Hereby mens conver- 


fion is more remarkable to themſelves | 


and to others, and tends much to the 
awakening of others when they ſhall ſee 
a_noforious finner ſo changed, itmay 
ſtartle others exceedingly. ( 4 ) Thar 


S the worſt of finners! might nor. be 


hardned,and go on deſperately in their 
_——_ 9 +; 
| ut 
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but ſecing others converted after they 
have gone ono long in fin that they 
might now come to Chriſt, and fay,[ 
will have no more fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, burcaſt 
my ſelf upon the free mercy of God 
in Chriſt, (5) That wemighr 


uſe means to convert the greateſt ſin- 


ners, and not ſay, There is no.hope 
that that Drunkard and chat World- 
ling ſhould ever be converfed, and 
ſo never uſe means to diſcover fin 
and Chriſt to them. (6) That 
God might ſhew the certainty of E- 
IeRion, that thoſe that he hath choſen 
ſhall be called according to Gods gra- 
cious purpoſe , whictr purpoſe ſhall 
ſtand, By this we ſcethar all the Fa» 
giveth to Chriſt ſhall come to 
him, and be effeQually called, though 
they are long before they are con- 
verted:- (7) Hereby God will ſhew 


us the infinite mericof his-Sons blood 

that it will cleanſe from all fin ; that 

thoagh an elect perſon hath ſo aboand- 

ed in ſin, yer m blood of Chriſt is 
2 


able 
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able ro ſave him ro the urmoſt.{8)And 
thus God ſheweth the power of his 
Spirit , thar he Is able to convert 
men , not only when they are leſs 
ſinners, but when they arc mightily 
hardened 1n fie, and have long ac- 
cuſtomed themſclvcs to do evil. 


Queſtion, Bat doth God love an 
elect Perſon, and hath he care of them 
before they be converted ? 


Anſw.YXecs, God loved them from 
eternity 5 God loved Fatob , Rom. 9. 
before he had done good or evil : 
God doth nor then begin to love a 
ſoul when he is converted, though then 
the effects of his love do more ap- 
pear. (2) God gave his bleſled 
Son- for his elet, while they were 
enemies then they were reconciled to 
God by the death of his San; he died 
forthe ungodly, Rom. 5.9.10. and this 
was infinite love. -( 3) If God did 
notlove the Elc&t before they were 
converted, they would never be con- 

| 4 vertcd. 
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verted. es his infinice love tothem 
chat he unices & draws them to Chriſt, 
withour which drawing they could never 
come to Chriſt. ( 4) God Hath ſuch a 
love and care towards an el: perſon, 
that he never ſuffers them to fall in- 
to the fin againſt che holy Ghoſt , 
though they fall into other great ſins. 
(5) God hath ſuch a carc rowards 


them that they neverdie unconverted. 


Rom.$ ,zo. Whom he did predeſtinate, 
them he hath alſo called. God cicher 
converts them intheir young time, or 
elſe lengthens out their days upon the 
earth , and brings th:m to Chriſt , 
though it be ar che eleventh hours 
As God called ſome of all forts of 
ſinners, excepting thoſe thar commit 
che (in againſt the holy Ghoſt , ſo he 
calleth ac ſeveral ages, ſome in their 
child- hood, ſome in their middle age, 
and ſome intheirold aze; but God cal- 
lethmoſt in their young time , whilſt 
their hearts are yer tender. 

How hath the Lord beca pleaſed to 


' work Grace in them that have bcen 


N 3 mighti» 
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mightily prejudiced againſtthe power- 
full preaching of the word, as its re- 
corded in the life of that oracious man, 
Mr. Robert Bolton , that before his con- 
verſion, he hearing Mr. Perkins preach, 
he ſaid, He was an empty dry fellow, 
bur after he was converted; he had 
high rhoughrs of his powerfull Mini- 
try. Another, was that afterwards one 
of the moſt eminent in grace and gifts, 
that our times have known when the Bel 
went for Mr. Perkins ſecretly was glad 
in his heart that he was dead , that he 
might not be ſo ſtartled by his heart- 
ſearching miniftry , which rhoughr 
did exceedingly humble him after- 
wards, and God plcaſed powerfully 
to work upon him, and make him a 
burning and ſhi:i ing light; Thus 
where fin abounds, Gods grace ſome- 
rimes cals a ſoul, and fo abounds 
much more then fn abounded. ' - If 
we knew all paſſages concerning thoſe 


whom the Lord converteth ; what- 


prophaneſs in ſome, what ſtrange i ig- 
narance in others , "whar wited reſt - 


ſtance 


” 
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ſtance of the Spirit, ir would make us 
cry out, O the wickedneſs of the crea- 
ture, and O the unſearchable riches'of 
Gods free grice !- ſome haye . gone 
to an Ordinance to ſleep, and the 
Lord hath made ſuch a noiſe by his Spi- 
ric in theiyhearrs , that chey have bcen , 
paſt ſleeping, their ſouls have been ſo 
effeQually awakened ; ſome have gone 
to- enſnare the Preacher, and the Lord 


' hath changed their hearts,and opened 


their eyes ; ſome have: gone boldly ro 
outface the Lord in his' Ordinances , 
and theLord hath madetheirſtouthearts 
tremble at his word ; fome have gone 
only out of novelty-ro heara man, be- 
cauſc he was a ſtranger, or wasa noted 
Preacher, and the Lord hath convert- 
e<& them ; fome have gone with their 
hearts as full of prejudice againſt the 
Preacher as could be, and yer the Lord 
hatch bowed their heares before they 
came away,and made them ſay , Surely 
God is in this manand in his Miniftry 
ofa truth. | 
Some ſhall cercainly-be converted , 
N 4 and 
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and muſteater into Gods reſt, ny 4. 
6.(4) becauſe God hath ordained ſome 
to cternal life, Acts 13. 48... and the 
Ele&ion mult obtain uw, (2) The 
Lord Jeſus hath died for them , and 
hach made their peace by the blood 
of his croſs z And God the Father 
hath given, him powerover all the &c- 
vils, aad oygr all fleſb,char he ſbould 
giveetcrnal life to them that he bath 
given him and oy, Chriſt ſaith , he 
muſt bring hame, and they (hall bear his 
voice, John 10.16. (3) The Lord 
hath mage many free and abſolute 
Prowiles, as. Eck, 36.26. A new heart 
wil I giveyow, Gen.3.15, The ſeed.of 
the woman ſhall break the Serpents head, 

Now cheſs muſt be made good to ſome 
in cheir effecual Calling and ſalvation, 
and that is ro the clect; for ail the free 
and abſolute Promiſes ſhew what God 
both can do and will do for his elect”; 

& fo though they ſometimes live a jong 
time in/an unconverted eſtate , yer the 
Lard doth in his appointed tHme give 
thema new heart, writes his Laws in 
their 


—— 
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their hearts , and puts his fearin their 
hearts, and cauſes them to walk in his 
Statures and Judgements to do them, 
according to the free and abſolute pro- 
miſcs of the New Covenant, that they 
are all taught of God, and he will be 
their Good, and they ſhall be his people, 

And therefore when we are convert- 
ed, what an engagement have we upon 
us tolive toGod, and lift up his Name 
in the world; O all 70u that have been 
converted, and _ all your finfulneſs 
have been plucke as brands our of the 
firez O ſhew forth the-praiſes of him 
that hath called you our of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light, Conſider , 
(1 ) you have buta ſhorr time to bring 
glory co God in the exerciſc of grace in 

this world. (2) There ariſcth a great 
deal of comfortto a mans own ſoul in 
the exerciſe of grace. (3) There are 
but few converted; and therefore thoſe 
that are ſavingly converted had need 
beſtir themſelves to glorifie God with, 
that grace they have received. (4) Na- 
tural men do evil with both hands, and 


lay 
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jay our all their ſtrength againſt the 
'Lord ; and4 therefore how ſhould 
you that are ſuch monuments of his 
mercy bring glory to him! (5) You 
may more comfortably and cheerfully 
die, when you have improved that ta-- 
lent of grace that you have received for 
to bring glory ro God 1n your genera- 
tion, 2 Tim. 4. 6,7. I have fonght a good 
fight, 1 have finiſhed my courſe - nor that 
when we cometo dic, Paul or any Be- 
liever doth look forheaven for his ſer- 
vice; for when we haye done all, we ſay 
we are unprofitable ſervants ; bur we 
rejoyce that God hath uſed us and im- 
ployed us to lift up his name in the 
wovld, ( 6) The more you lay out your 
ſelves to bring glory to God , the more 
cauſe others will have to bleſs God for 
you in the day of their viſitation; ſeeing 
your good works, they will glorifte 
your Father which isin heaven ; and 
ſay, I bleſs God for the holy life, and 
heavenly diſcourſe , and winning con- 
verſation of ſuch a one of thy childrens 
for it wasa means to convince me and 
convert 
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convertme to Jeſus Chriſt, but O what 
a ſadder thing would ir be if a-natural 
man ſhould have cauſe ro ſay upon his 
death-bed, or m hell , that the life and 
converſation of ſuch a profeſſor har- 
dened himagainſt the waics of God g 
he ſaw ſuch a profeſſor ſo deceitful in 
his calling, another fo vain in his dif- 
courſe, another ſo proud in his carriage 
and apparel, another ſo worldly , ano 
ther ſo looſe in his converſation, that he 
looked upon Religion bur as a fancy, 
and was hardened in his fins! O then be 
afraid leſt you ſhould receive the grace 
of God in vain, thongh not as to the 
ſalvation of your own ſoul, bur in that 
reſpect it be well with you for ever, yer 
tear leſt you ſhould not glorific God 
in the world, and make his name as 
ointment poured forth & others. O 
therefore (1) hold forth Religion in 
an holy , humble, heavenly., winning 
converſation - the good converſation 
of Believers may draw others to en- 
quire into Religion , and ſo the Lord 
may catch them. (2) Lay out thar 
grace 
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grace you have received for the com- 


forting and ſtrengthening of weak Bree. | 
thren. How do men of great gifts and | 


expcriences, through finful baſhfulneſs, 
or too much habir of vain diſcourſe, 
become of little ule to their Brethren , 
yca to thoſe Brethren with whom they 
are joyned in Church-fellowſhip ! We 
have got an habit of jeſting and vain 
diſcourſe in- our converſe together, 
' when as the old Saints were ſerious and 
ſpiritual ; and this ſame way of idle 
talking and jeſting is almoſt every 
where; and ſhould this prevail , thac 
ſpiritual communion that ſhould be 
among Saints would ſoon be loſk, ; but 
O never come into one anothers com- 
pany , bur do or receive goody com- 
municate your knowledge and experi- 
ences to the weakeſt Saints and pooreſt 
Saints. Chriſtians muſt not be like ſome 
Philoſophers that we read of, that 


would as {von part with an eye, as with 


ſome curious notions that they found 
out in their ſtudies; but Chriſtians ſhould 
comfort one'another with the comforts 
wherewith 


Great Sinners converted. 13x 


| wherewith they have been comforted 
| of God, | 
in all doubtful caſes wich the light 


and inform one another 


which the Lord hath given them: 
( 3) Lay out your ſelves ro convert 
others ; thus did Paz! after his conver- 
ſion, Rom. 15. 19. compafſed Sea and 
Land, took many a weary ſtep, went 
through innumerable dangers to convert 
ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt. O how do ma- 
ny profeſſors grow carcleſs of Family- 
worſhip 5 O labour that thoſe that 
dwell with you may be converted in 
your Familics , and may have cauſe to 
bleſs God that cycr they came to ſuch 
a ſervice, where they got the know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt. (4) When the 
Lord laies afflictions upon you, have a 
care that you do not diſhonour him 
then by murmuring and impatience ; 
chat carnal men will ſay , Are theſe the 
people that ſpeak of ſuch high things, 
of Communion with God and the Seal 
of the Spirit, and yet none more im- 
patient when any croſs befalls them! 
and thus they will be ready to think 

that” 
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that Religion: is bur a Notional thing, 
thar hath no power to ſubdue the heart 
tothe Lord; few are converted amongſt 
us, and one cauſe of it may be, that 
BJ the carriage and converſation of pro-, 
feſſors 1s very low, and carrieth little in 
ST irto hold forth conviaion to thoſe that 
are Po 3-64 


4 OE, "EI r= ESA, on ER 


Fo > 99> I» x 


AEFEUuS I} os 


, ” 
4 


/ 
| 
| , 
' 


4 f 
y LP 


